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AS STAPED) AND/PROVED 


At the Bar uf the Housz of LORDS, 


= 3 order to give the Reader a full view of the ſubs 
ject, it may be proper, in the firſt place, to ſtate 
ſhortly the moſt material parts of the Bill, againſt 
which the Company were called to defend themlelves 
at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, intituled, “ An 
Act for eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the better 
et management of the territories, revenues, and com. 
1 merce of this kingdom, in the Eqft- Indies. 3 


The preamble of the Bill is as-follows,” 


eee diſorders of an alarming nature 28 


| — have long prevailed, and do ſtill con- 


ce tinue and increaſe; in the management of the ter- 
ee ritorial poſſeſſions, the revenues, and the commerce 


« of this kingdom, in the Zaft- - Indies; by means 


ee whereof the proſperity of the natives hath been 
. greatly diminiſhed, and the valuable intereſts: of 
e this nation in the ſaid territorial poſſeſſions," re- 

ve been materially im- 


re yenues, and commerce; ha 
ce. <«-paited 3 and woulc probably fal into utter ruin, 
en WY | ES mm 2 : I a . 


22 0 NT, 


| ” 


5: and authorities, which/hayel een 


* 


"« if an. 0 and fitting rembdy were nor pi 
A . 3 A 
Upon this preamble the Bill proceeds to enact. 
ys: e That the government and management of the 
cc territorial poſſeſſions, revenues, and commerce of 
ee the United Company of Merchants of England, tradi ading 
eto the Eaſt· Indies, by the Directors and Proprietors 
6 of the ſaid: Company, or eitherof them; and all and 
A ſingular the powers and authorities of the ſaid Di- 
rectors and Proprietors, or of any ſpecial, or ge- 
« neral, or other Court thereof, in the ordering and 
el managing the ſaid poſſeſſions, revenues, and com- 
merce; and all elections of Directors of the ſaid 
er United Company, be, and are hereby declared to 
< be, diſcontinued, for and during the continuance 
ne e this alk; any charter, uſace law, or ſeatute = 
* to the contrary, notwithſtanding.” _ 8 
e That, for the better governi ug. e 
and managing the ſaid territorial poſſeſſions, reve- 
e nues, and commerce, the Right Hon. Earl Fra- 
* william, the Right Hon. Frederick Montagu, the 
ee Right Hon. George Legge, commonly called Lord 


T darfex North, 


Sir Gillert Elliot, Bart. Sir Henry, Fletcher, Bart. 
-* and Robert Gregory, Eſq; ſhall be, and they are 
hereby conſtituted and appointed Directors of the 
id United eee and ſhall be, and they a 
d are hereby, conſtituted Members of the ſaid Com- 
ee pany; and that the ſaid Directors hereby ap- 


„ and exer 


ebe ee or a y-three of chem, ſhall e uſe, 


all and, fingular th 


ciſed 3 ſaid 
« Directors | 


is? 


"* Direc hos hereby diſcont nued, 665 Pepeeges} * 
b ine General Court of Proprietors of the ſald 
4 United Company, and all fuck farther and other 
ve powers and authorities, and under ſuch directions, 
is; and ſubject to ſuch limitations and reſtrictions, as 
e in this Act, or in any other Act, the proviſions 
* whereof are not here 
rc tained; for the government and management of 
-* the: ſaid territorial poſſeſſions,” revenues, and com- 
* merce, of che ſaid We der N Win BOY 1 
relative: thereto 4 2087030 
zaly, That the lud Wee e, appointed. 
«ſhall; and they are hereby authoriſed and impow- 
* ered; immediately from and after the commence» 
s ment of this Act, to enter into and upon, and to 
poſſeſa theiſelves of all lands, tent menus, houſeg, 
e warehouſes, and other buildings whatever of or 
e belonging to the ſaid United Company; and alſo 
te to take into their cuſtody and poſſeſſion. all books, 
cc records, documents, charters, acts, inſtruments, 
x letters and other papers whatever; and alſo all ſhips 
* and veſſels, goods, wares, merchandiſes, money, 
„ ſecurities for money, and all other effects whatſo- 
«ever, of or belonging to the ſaid United Compang, 
e in truſt for, and for the benefit of, the Proprietors 
-<c thereof, and to have, hold, and poſſeſs the ſame, 
in like manner as they were held and poſſeſſed by 
5 * the Directors hereby diſcontinued, ſubſect to ſuch 
« charges, claims, and demands, as do or may affect 
ce the fame; which Directors ſo diſcontinued, and 
_ . all other officers and ſervants of the ſaid United 
Company, are hereby enjoined, immediately upon 
75 e 5 the ſaid Directors — ap- 
N F 7 


y altered or repealed, are con- 


i 
/ 


. 9 e under their and Ra. ON EM 

tc the hands and ſeals of any three of them, to deliver 

eto them, or or to ſuch perſon or perſons as they ſhall 
«-fo at PL rpoſe appoint, all ſuch lands, teneme nts, 
cc houſes; warehouſes, buildings, books, records. do- 

1 cuments, A acts, inſtruments, papers, ſhips, 

| ods; wares, and merchandiſes; money, ſe- 
de Curities for ere and all other effects whatſoever.” 
b Atchly, < For the ſole purpoſe of ordering and ma- 

2 te naging the commerce of the faid United Company, 

te under, and ſubjeli to the orders and directions of ' the 
| K+ faid \ Direfors hereby apprinted, be it further enacted, 

f 1 That Thomas Cheap, Eſquire, Gebrge ming, Ef. 
1 e quite, Nichand Hall, Eſquire, John Harriſon, Eſquire, 
2h 0 11 Joſepb Spar kes, Eſquire,” Jobn Michie Eſquire, John 
- N Smith, Elqilire, * George Tatem, *Eſquire, and Fames 
ke Moffet, Efqvire; being proprietors, each of them, of 
de two thouſand' pounds capital ſtock in the ſaid United 
1 5 Company, at leaſt, all be Aſſiſtant Directors, for 
e the purpoſe laſt aforeſaid; and Thall, from time to 
5 4 time, without requiſition,” and alſo as often as they | 

be mall be chereunto required, render an account of 
e their proceedings, to the ſaid Directors hereby ap- 
3 1 pointed; and in all matters and things whatſorver, 

| . ce * ſhall. purſue and follow ich orders and directions, as 

þ be they ball from lime to tim receive from ſueb Direktors.“ 
Ls The "Bill directs, that 2 ancies in the office of 
r rectors ſhall be fopplied by his Majeſty; and va- 
cancies ; of Aſt nt Directors, by the election of the 
proprietors; and contains many other clauſes which 
are not thought to be ſofficieritly i important to trouble 

"The reader with, as they are mere . >: 


* e to the W ch. 


— 


©» 


CE. 


ans 


7 — 


„ 


Gay Directors, aſſi led by. nine Aﬀliftant 8 
As, above. mentioned. 50 7 | 

Two petitions. were N e OF” this Bill, one | 
by the Company at large, the other by the Toure rt of 
Directors. bey are as follows: 2 id 


e To the Right bbs be 455 LORDS, pie? 
4. tual and Temporal, in Parli ament aſſembled, 


1 The Humble Petition of the Voited 
ee 
We 4 N to whe OOH | [ 


«4 « Sheweth, 

* « THAT a Bill; 18 W ee * your 1 
| « + thipy entitled, An AF for eftabliſhing certain regula? 

ons, for the better management of the territories, res 
ec venus, "and. ee * this. of in 20 wed 
8 Indies. „ Herder $041 ifs 7M 
| © That the Laid Bill deſtroys — Santi and 
2 « wholly ſubverts the rights and privileges granted to 
your Petitioners, / by Charter made for valuable 
_ «© conſiderations, and confirmed by divers Acts of 
Parliament; and empowers certain perſons therein 


e named, as Directors, appointed by the ſaid Bill; 


to ſeize and take poſſeſſion of all the lands, tene 
e ments, houſes, warehouſes, and other buildings} 
8 books, records, charters, letters, and other papers, 
_ * ſhips, veſſels, goods, wares, merchandiſes, money, 
<© ſecurities for money, and all other effects belong- 
e ing to your Petitioners; and this without charging 

_ * your Petitioners with any ſpecific delinquency, or 
_ «ſtating any juſt ground upon which their rights, 
( capacities, and franchiſes ought to be forfeited, or 
ob; _ Property to be — a proceeding contrary 

5 go 5 + "ms to 


. 
| NEE )ꝙOœAñäE—ä— <> PEO Gi Ir ee ung 272 — —— —ä — — eG 
ꝗͤ—U— g—I U dU U — — — —— þ ne ny RR Pg RR xy 
v : 


] 4 0r neceſſities of Sta 


1 


* 


Bt Dd to the . hora habe 5f Brivifh wheels, Met 


bens tes and convicted upon 2 ſpecific charge, 
i before Judgment i > 8. aſſed e 27 25 in any 8 0 
K whatſoever, 161 H , | I is 1 5 g 
% Moreover, the ſald Bit Gi Funes and ior 8 


£« ghe ſaic Directors to carry on a trade with the pro- 


ec perty of your Petitioners, and. at their, riſque, with- 


© out their conſent or controul.; for the conſequenee 
| ec whercof, your Petitioners are 'exceedin ly- alarmed ; 
c and therefore they moſt humbly crave leave folemn- : 
70 * to proteſt againſt the ſane. 


f your Lordſhips ſhould: think hang . 8 
te; may warrant ſo harſh a mea- 

« ſure, as that of diveſting our Petitioners of | their 

e franchiſes and property, your Petitioners entertain 


te the ggoſt perfect confidenge in your Lordſhips: wiſ- 


& dom, as well. as juſtice, that the actual exiſtence | 
e of ſuch State neceſfities, or other reaſons, will be 
« cltabliſhed;þy the cleareſt and fulleſt evidence; and 
«© your Petitioners humbly Wr your Lordſhips to the 
6. example of all former times, in which every en- 
ce croachment-ppon the- ſacred rights of private pro- 
* perty, or private franchiſes, have b been amply com- 


te ö by RA ions and, juſtic 2 eee, | 
55 e 6a IS 3 115 1 b 


1 Ton Petit tioners 88 maſt din p 
be that they may be heard by themſelves, or 


To 211 their Counſel, againſt: the ſaid Bill; and 
. that your Lordſhips, in your juſtice, wil! 
ph Soong protect their rights, privileges, and pro- 
bo. 11 ce perty, againſt this 


.moſt unconſtitutional 


S of and yopreecdepted. e rbnerdus off 
aj 5 "Mm your . 


Nay” 
I N . i ten 


* 


e e To the Right) Honourable the LORDS, Spiri 


cri 


ce fh better i 
Company, a well in India as in Europe, by which | 


? * T 2 , 


— Sta of veſting 


Spada M te them of cheir xights-and privileges, ſeiſing 
Ir e e heir Frege and continuing a trade» at | 


their riſque, but r K theit conſent or 


wal 38 4 Nin 4. controult 13 {3 177 5 en KIA 
N TT And 5 Qu": P etitioners hall rene ws 


2 a9# 2 1 8 I” 4 4 * i 3 & % Bag. F F 
n 6 8 i 4:4 — — — 


88 * 


1 Fr tua! and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, | 


= The- Humble Petition of the Court of 
Di e of the United e of 


Tue. . ; | | 
> 1 

: „ 8 2 = 7 

«ret I; een. CCC 
4 * 
+ 1 4 * ov... a 1 0 * 5 * * # - 7 $ 
y ce 0 Th 5 . £95.43 
7 67106 Bheweth, = As 


THAT; you! e nr h 1158 Bren | 


| eee and admitted to the office of Director 
of the ſaid United Company, purſuant to, and 


ge under the authority of the Charter of the ſaid Com- 


e pany, and divers Acts of Parliament; and particu-, 


© Jarly under the authority of an Act made in the, 
«:x4th' year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, en- 
te titled. An Att f for eRtabliſhing certain regulations for. 

wement of the affairs of the Eaſt-India, 


ſaid Act, your Petitioners, as Directors of the ſaĩd 
Company, af entitled to hold thejr reſpective of- 
er fices, for the term of four years, from the time of 
« their election, and cannot legally be removed from 
< the ſame, without ſome breach of duty, 8 or miſcon- 
ge duct in their ſaid Offices, 

C That your Petitioners are informed, hi x a Bill ; is 
"a" dey p * your Lordlhips, e 


17 


«thy a8 for eftabliſhing certain regulations for the "IN 
7 management of the territories, revenues, and commerce 

*.of this kingdom, in the Eaſt-Indies—which ſaid bill 
is grounded upon a general allegation of diſorders 


He of an alarming nature and magnitude, having long 
TRY pteyailed, and ſtill continuing, and increaſing, in 
che management of the territorial poſſeſſions, the 
. revenues, and commerce of this kingdom, in the 


4 Exjt- Indies ; and therefore it is propoſed by the ſaid 


bill, to remove and diſplace your Petitioners from 


er ge ith any ſpecific offence, | whe : 
; bc 9 to be, or can be forfeited. Me pp 


che ai offices of Directors of the ſaid Company, 
wad aver "their franchiſes and rights; 
ah: ſaicl Petitioners are not thereby 

ere ee 902880 


geive ee to Ari in⸗ 


oat Peticioners./c ce 


80 1858 by the ſaid Bill, | has: depriving them of their 


0 wee and franchiſes, without juſt cauſe; but they 


e feel this 4 injury much aggravated. by the imputation 


e which muſt ariſe. againſt your Petitioners characters; 


| "a and % names, by being removed from their 


6 offices, in manner aforeſaid: and moreover your 
3 Peti tioners conſider themſelves called upon, in duty; - 


Ln Way 


15 te, to ay their reaſons before your Lordſhips, againſt 
br the aid Bill, as affecting and deſtroying 4 r rights 


«of heir conſtituents, committed to their care; 


- - 


hoe property has been very much hurt and lef- 
Fac ſened, and the general credit of the Company 
. "Xs ſhaken, find nce the more of the _ Bill has Men 


« agitated. ; ; 70 yy 7 * 


1 1 * 


hi That your Needle a 1 1 5 . 


8 
* 4 * 


bo "ee. Wen ſhall be heard, and the written evidence 


„ 


- | 9 5 « * Londthips, 


18 117 1 


1 „Lordihigs, Wbt W Za India G0 are neither 
be inſolvent, nor have done eee wm ys be 
#/deemed a ju cauſe of forfeiture,” i 


1 10 * Your Petitioners therefore molt humbly pray, 
a . cc that they may be heard, by themſelves, 
. or their Counſel, againſt the ſaid Bill; and 
"2 that your. Lordſhips will not. POR the 
WE yy fame to paſs i into 4 law. 


Pos 1 8 Wor 3 And your Petitioners ſhall e: ever Te 
| The Lords haying boy pleaſed to allow: Counſel, 
ſor the Company, and forthe Directors, to be heard 
upon theſe petitions, at the ſecond reading of the Bill, 
on Monday, the 15th of December, 1783; the Counſel 
4690 nene err — 8 : 


WE FL ETA -mAr 4h 


118 Mr, * 0 0 1. 3 


4, Appear. at Jour Lordſhips' bar, on behalf of the 
Eaft- India Company, againſt a Bill, the title of which 
aſſumes their territories, revenues, and commerce, 
to be the property of the State. The firſt clauſe of 
which abrogates all the rights of my clients the 
ſecond confiſcates their property. In a country which 
boaſts of its liberty, founded on laws, — before an 
auguſt afſembly, the peculiar guardians of thoſe | 
: laws—poſſeſling the ſupreme Judicial authority in the 
laſt reſort, —on whoſe i integrity and firmneſs in up- 
' holding the legal rights of the ſubject, every thing 
valuable in this country muſt depend, T am to con- 
3 tend for a propoſition, which, to my underſtanding, 
3 does not require much argument to ſupport, That 
„ the, rights of my clients ſhall not be abrograted, 
| their 


FT -—— © 


E Sefroptiny: wall 5 not be confiſcabed, witkout its 
ümputation of a crime. The Bill, indeed, with 4 
refinement of tyranny, with a cruel mockery of the 
oppreficd, . aſſerts that their property remains. * 
Mall not waſte your Loxdſhips* time in diſcuſſing, | 
what chat property is, which conſiſts neirher in a 
Preſent right of enjoyment, nor future right of diſ- 
poſition. | This creature of the imagination, this 
Fl abſtract idea, may ſerve as the amuſement of ſchool- 


21 PA 


"FE. 


mien; but, with 1 men. 'of the world, can only be the 
Idler of deriſton and eontempt. To aſſert that the 
propeftyx remains, in a Bill like the preſent, is a 
Abel 6h che ſincerity of Parliament, an inſult on the 
common ſenſe of the Nation. I ſhall therefore take the 
liberty” to tłrat this Bill = as What i it really is, an abro- 
tion of- all the rights; and a confiſcation of all the 
property of my C lients, When I look. to the pream- 
ble for the cauſe” of this Violence, 4” feel myſelf ; in, 
2, ditüation i in which no advocate ever ſtood, in any. 
Fovntry. Where the higheſt puniſhment is inflicted, 
no Tpecific charge is attempred, no. reference made 
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0 N time, or kf 1p ; no circumſtance ſug- 
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This odio tes may 5 EL 1 
equally. with the preſent. Before i it no Government 
Fan 1275 Apply i it to the Government under which 
we live; and with ſome variations in the Phraſe, : 
I with 2 ffrength « of colouring which in our Caſe. cannot 
be, attempted with even the ſemblance of truth,” it 


would be Admirably adapted to the overthrow. of | 


the Coaltitition, — © A diſorders of an alarm- - 
+ oy” x. 4 £4 } TTC 
: * * 1 03 . . ce ing 
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5 1 ing nature at. magnitude have. prevailed. i in the 
CGovernment of this Kingdom, by means Where 
6e a large portion of the Empire hath been loſt; che 
er remainder is ſinking, oppreſſed with, debt, even 10 | 
the verge of, bankruptey; and the whole may fall 
00 into utter ruin, unleſs 2 ſpeedy remedy be ap- 
«. plied” Are your Lordſhips rherefore. prepared. to 
= the Crown ſhall. be put in commiſſion? Let | 
ſuffer. this reaſoning to prevail, che thing may: be At- 
tempted, and your Lordſhips may be again declared 
an ufeleſs part of the Conſtitution. That your 
Lordſhips are not an uſclels part of the Conſtitution, 
the authors of. the Bill will learn, 1 truſt, from the 
cyent of the day. di RAN 
To a preamble which, Teal, 5 in ds 
no particular, anſwer can be given. Your Lordſhips 
therefore will pardon me, If; 1 treſpaſs ſomewhat 
on your patience in the detail of evidence. which I 
hall produce at your Bar. 1 ſhall ſhew that the 
rights in queſtion were purchaſed of the State, on 
the footing of equal contract, for a price paid chat 
the Eaſt- - Ttdia Company were invited by the public 
faith, pledged for their enjoyment, ro make per- 
manent eſtabliſhments, and. that in the proſecution 
of this national object they have expended many 
millions — that they are poſſeſſed of a valuable pro- 


perty of great extent, the right of which is un- 


qveſtionable—and that gf the revenues, the T ight to 
your Lordſhips Have, In 


. which has been contetied Ne 
this Parliament, within ke © Fears from the hour ac 
Which 1 ſpeak, pledged. the public faith for their | 
. 1 during 2 period oft ten years. | 1 mall then 
Proceed to meet Wibe idea of 'necellity, | | on cvery 
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ground < on lch it can * nen n ion of 
affairs abroad the government of the Company at 

| home——the. ſtate of their finances, and their credit. 
In opening the evidence, which I am inſtructed | ro. 
em, - 1 mult throw. myſelf wholly on the in- 
dulgence of the Houſe I was ſlattered with the hope 
that this taſk would have devolved upon a Gentleman, 

| of much ſuperior. abilities; but the ſhortneſs of time 
allowed, from the diſñculty of collecting materials 
of ſuch 1 intricacy and extent, induced him to decline 
the taſk. After ſuch an example, nothing leſs than 
the peculiar relation I bear to the Company, nothing 

| but a ſenſe of duty, which compels r me to forget every _ 

| perſonal conſideration, could have urged me to make 
| 


| the attempt. However I may fail, I have the con- 
| folation;/ at leaſt, to Know, that my defects will be 
amply compenſated; by the. atrention and wiſdom of 
yaar Lordſkips. 1 
In opening the firſt pots of the” e ubjee, 1 — 7 
ö Kusel obſerve to your Lordſhips, that the regulation 
| of foreign commerce; and the powers undder Which 
| . armies were raiſed and diſciplined, ' were anciently 
| regarded as a part of the Prerogative of the Crown. 
| Under this prerogative a Company exiſted, for more 
than a century, with powers nearly ſimilar to thoſe of 
| the preſent... The greater part indeed of theſe powers 
given by the prerogative. to the old Company have 
face been ingrafted into the new, by legiſlative au- 
| thoriry. Every nation that has attempted the Eafts 
| | India commerce has made the attempt in nearly a 
| fimilar manner, by an excluſive Company, armed with 
c litical and 3 3 this experience, 
| do Efore chem, when . 
the 
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the nature wag Iehitativ authority u, was better uAder-" 
ſtood 1 in this country, at the Revolution, Parftagent 
interpoſed to continue the exiſtence of theſe Tights: 
and the Charter of the preſent Company \ was ae 
| for a loan of two millions, under the Act of the qth and 
10th of William Il. in the year 1698, with fonte 
reſervations in favour of the old Company. A ſbört 
experience however proved the dangerous effects of 
competition; and an agreement for uniting the two 
Companies was formed under Roya and Partiaz” | 
mentary authority. In an inſtrument, to whith"the' I 
Queen was a party, under the Great Seal, the ol | 
Company conveyed all their territories, forts, fortifis” 
_ cations, and other poſſeſſions, with the ordnances © 
arms, and ammunition; and her” Majeſty: expreſsly | 
authoriſed the grantees to build other fortificitions; | 
to furniſh theſe" with military ſtores, and to raiſe 
train, and muſter, the forces neceſſary for their de- 
feace. Even the right of coinage. in India is given 
by this charter to the Company; and her Majeſty, 
having authoriſed the transfer of the iſlands of Bom 
Say and Sr. Helena, originally derived from the grants 
of Charles II. ſolemnly engaged to ratify and con- 
firm all the powers that were contained in thoſe ori- 
ginal grants. In the firſt of thoſe original grants, the 
King, „for the encouragement of the Company, in 
s their difficult and hazardous trade and traffic, con- 
veys the iſland of Bombay, with all his rights, in 
the ſame extent in which they were ceded to him 
by the King of Portugal, and conſtitutes the 
Company * true and abſolute Lords and Proprictors 
«of the port and ifland.“ The King conveys all 


warliko ſtores, and authoriſe the Company to | | . 
exerciſe * 


9 


Jeuereiſe martial law, and enforce. mil tary iſiptins), 


LS x5 


ns whatſocyet a8 any Caprain-general. of our 


2 g Rr 
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+ « tomed, or may and. might lawfully do.” ; This 


after acquire within the limits of their Charter. "The 
rights of war and. peace are likewiſe | given by this, 
: and ſeveral ſubſequent charters, . Your Lordfhips | 
4 cannot but obſerve, that ſome of the rights | here con- 
veyed, have, ſince the Revolution, been underſtood to 
; belong only. to the Legiſlature. But thele x powers, 
which. formerly were exerciſed under the Prerogatiye, 
hay ſince been given by Parliament, informed by an 
experience of the uſe to which they bad been ap- 
plied. By a ſtatute reciting that e the Company ;, 
ic are. poſſeſſed of ſeveral principal fertlemenrs' i in the 
ce Eaſt- Indies, and have ſeveral. ſettlements and faced 
c tories ſubordinate to ſuch principal ſertlements, 
« and: are alſo poſſeſſed of the Iſland of St. Helena, | 
« and do, at their own coſts and charges, maintain 
tc troops, military powers are given nearly in tlie terms 
of the Mutiny All — with this difference, that, inſtead 
of an annual grant, the Mutiny Ak of the e 
5 Company is co-extentive with their other Tights, and 
continues as long as they poſſeſs a military force. 
The union of the two Companies, and the EY 
veyance | of her rights, though 3 in point of form the 
3 were the party, was effected under legiſlative 
authibrity ; for the 6th of Anne recogniſes the tranſac- 
f tion, and authoriſes Lord Godalplity, then High Trea- 
rer, to eſtimate the forts and TORT conveyed. 
a = Re n "FOR. 
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ein as large and ample manner, to all intents, and a 


Ve. br virtue of his office, has uſed and accuſ- © 


ay | N 3 TE 


ll : grant- farther extends all the privileges given 9 — | 
| Bambay. to ſuch, places as ; they. poſſeſs, or may here- 


1 


N 
thi CO ! theſe were purchaſed at the price of 
four handred thouſand pounds. At this period the. 
redemption of the annuity: determined the Corpotationz * 
but the roth of Ann, chap. 28; reciting the clauſe of 1 rer 
demption, proceeds | in theſe terms: * Now to the in- 
rent that the < United Company. of Merchants of Bus 
© land trading to the Eaft- Indies, and their ſöccellörs, 
% may be the better encouraged to proceed in heir 
a trade; and to make lafting ſertlemerits for the fiip- 
oe port and maintenance thereof.” The Act 80 
retiders their rights perpetual. | Here chen your Lötd- 
ſhips find, after the experience of more than a century * 
for ſo long the old Company had exiſted under the 
prerogative —aſter this Company had ſubſiſted man 
years, an. invitation is deliberately. grven by the Le- 
gillature. to the Company to expend their property in 
making laſting ſettlements. Under this 1 invitation, and 
relying upon the public faith, I ſhall prove the Com- 

' pany to have expended r many millions in forts, facto- 
ries, and fortifications, or, in the terms of the Att, 
making laſting ſettlements; The ſums ſo expended, ad- 
ding the foũr hundred thouſand pounds paid under 
Lord Codolpbin 8 award, will amount to near ſeven mil- 
| lions, I ſhall prove likewiſe, that during a ſhort period, 
of Vears, the Company expended from theit trading 


ſtock, in waging a war with France —a war into Which 


they were forced by the nation, after having ſtipulated. 
a neutrality | for themſelves—and i in.other wats which. | 
had the concurrence of the State, a ſum exceeding five, 
millions. Your Lordhips will find that, during this. 
and the antecedent period, great property was acquired, 
partly by the grants of Princes in a ſtate of profound, | 
e aka n Princes to whom aſũſtance had 
11 7 65 I B s been 
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rede Uk eee Steed the n ah one init _ 
non annvally. This. ſcene was cloſed by the Treaty = 
of Paris in 1763, in which the Crown, with the knows | 
ledge 'of your Lordſhips, and in the face of all Eu. L 
oe, hath ſtipulated that no compenſation ſhould be 
claimed by either the French or Engliſh. Company 5 
from each other, plainly confidering the acquiſi- 
tions made by our Company as a compenſation for 
tlie enertions made i in the national: cauſe, As the 5 
5 Crown, ſo the Legiſlature have recogniſed theſe poſ- | 
Wl - ſeſſions in. the Company, declaring in terms their 
poſſefſion to be legal in. no leſs than five Locreſfive- | 
Akts of Farliament. I will not obſerve to your Lord- 
|| ſhip: what the linguage of theſe Charters, and Acts K 
Parliament, founded on the experience of our con- 
duct, has been. The terms of commendation con 
rained in them will ſufficiently ſpeak to your Lord- . 
chips. * All 1 Mall fay is, that to i, period the poſe 
Kfſions. of the Company were unqueſtionable and 
wnqueſtioned; yet, without diſcrimination or inveſti- 
| "gation, this Bill ſweeps away the whole like a whirl- 
Wind, and involves. all our Ent . BON in. ms” 


ndiſtineviſhed ruin,” 
The revenues hoes tly ety Is am aware, | 


ate of a different deſcription: I mean rhoſe acquired 
in 1765. To theſe a claim has been made on the 
ä Part of the Public, founded rather on the magnitude 
of che object; and political expedience, than an ides 
of right; which claim to this hour remains undecided. 
To the purpoſe p perhaps of the preſent argument ie 5 
may not be neceſſary to diſtinguiſn, becauſe the poſ- 


denon of theſe territories ng been confirmed” to the 8 
„ Company | 


* x Bt 


* 
Com pany of by Palimnchs in four ſucceſſive Ads, upoit 


the footing of equat contract for the term of ten years 
yer unexpired.” Of theſe poſſeſſions I ſhalt only oh- 
ſerve, that the acquiſition has not been condemned by 
the State, and that the Public have participated; after 
the attention of Parliament had frequently been call- 
ed to the ſubject, and your Lordſnips were poſſefied 
of all the materials neceſſary to inform your under- 
ſtandings. Theſe” revenues, added to the other poſt 
ſeſſions of the Company; exceed ſomewhat} the an- 
nual amount of five millions. The hole of theſe arę 
continued in the poſſeſſion of the Company by ſeve- 
ral Acts of Parliament; the laſt of which is in 278, 
within two years from the hour at which I ſpeak. 
This laſt Act provides for every national intereſt, hy 
conferring a po ver on the ſupremel executive Magii- 
trate of the country, to be exerciſed hy the bmp 
reſponſible Miniſter of the Crown, the Secretary uf 
State, a power of regulating the intercourſe opheld 
with 1 Indian Prince, and all matters relative to 
war and peace - every thing; in ſhort, in which the na- 
tional intereſt can be involved. This proviſion. your 
Lordſhips thought, after every ible information 
obtained, to be a ſufficient ſecurity to the public in- 
tereſt; e ſolemnly, by an Act of Legiſlation, 
pledged the national faith for the poſſeſſion to the 
Company of their territories, under this reſerye. 
Here then I make my firſt ſtand, on the immutable 
_ baſis of mn juſtice - on principles which bind 
your Lordſhips in your legiſlative capacity equally 
With Horm ſubject: and I call upon your Lord- 
mißs to decide in a cauſe to which you yourſelves axe 
1 e deere e judge with that peculiar 
"M 4 e delicacy 


101. 
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dale, wich your «bit Rib is fitted to Ale 
Whether, under any circumſtances, which imagination 
ein ſuggeſt, it gan be Juſt, or honeſt, to reuc the 
* en ſmalleſt: oom- 
n. een F e e 94. 

nt oc an d any 


== eli, plea of y has been 

employed, in the worſt dess 0. the world ub por. | 
poſes—that, as applied to domeſtic | government, it 

as. buried: at the eee e on the 
abtogation c of this deteſtable, and deteſted principle, 
de ſubſequent proſperity of the State aroſe, on the 
broad baſis of Law and Juſtice. To the purpoſes of 
f this Bill, ne:ceflicy; cannot have an exiſtencez cannot 
afford an argument. The principle of neceſſity is 
ſelf preſervation—a law given by the Creator, to man, 
in the firſt impreſſion on his nature, and applicable 
equally to communities as to individuals: but the 


application muſt vary with the ſubject. Between 


independent communities, where force is the en 
and the God of Battles, the only judge to whom the 
appeal can be made, all writers agree, that becelhty 
| may authoriſe acts, that would otherwiſe be unjuſt: 5 
| -becauſe thoſe acts are meaſures” of prevention. Theſe 
writers on the law of nations b+Agnoes that not only 
eircumſtances which indica hoſtile mind; but 
even the increaſe; of force, which, in its progres, ' > 
ik might render. the ſafety of a community depe > 
|| the 4 140 of other ſovereigns, may dn ed deute 
of aggreſſion, and of war. But, in the fame! com- 
nminity, * ples * A never be applied to 
JJ anc = Embnnr dT aber 
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to eſtabliſh a principle which muſt ſubvert the very 
foundations of ſociety, by deſtroying thoſe rights, for 
the preſervation of which, government cad alone 
| exiſt; Ia rhis Country, public cowenience, or pub- 
, lie neceſſity, have never yet been carried farther by 
the Legiſlature, than to compel che individual'ts' 
relinquiſh his private rights, upon a ful and adequate 
compenſation; of which, in this Bill, there is wi hb 
trace to be found. Arbitrarily to ſeiſe property t 
give the management to thoſe not t choſen by the owner, | 
nor under his controul, and yet to expoſe him to all 
the conſeqquences of their miſconduct, is a refinement, 
of tyranny; unknown in the hiſtory Ol wriankih);> Tn- 
applicable as the plea” of neceffity, therefore, is 0 2 
the deeiſion of your Lordſhips, on the Bill before” 
you, I ſhall,” nevertheleſs; not decline the taſt; büt 
am ready, am forward; to combat this political y- | 
dra, on every ground oh which it can appear. T win 
meet it in the ſituation of affairs abroad in tlie 90 ö 
vernment of n i at e the hes of 
her finances.” FE lo enn n 
In the Sade, of affirs abroad; wher, 
Ranis en neceſſity 
hour all is peace; 1 Pele with dee I 1 74 
ſtake my head on the event: and if your Lordfhips” 
Vill defer this Bill for a ſhort period, intelligence ok 
the event will arrive. Without this intelligence 2 
will demonſtrate the exiſtence of peace, aſſuming 
only this propoſition; that Tippo Saib, like every other 
human being, is deſirous to preſerve himſelf. With 
the Mabrattas/ a treaty of peace has been alread7 
* The Gentlemen at Bombay, may affect to 
. obſcure 


8 


=O 
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Stole. e . tr 22 % 794 
be we A, their doubt 
"chrough the medium of ſelf-in — diſcolours 
Every object. They cannot approve a treaty. relin- 
aiching revenues, | which muſt have fallen, under 
their management. Warped, however dg: 
"ment is, by. ſelf-intereſt, the are 0 Mpelled to ſtate 
"faite, from Which I affirr „ chat our peace with the 
 Mabrottas depends not on the faith of nations, but 
"on the immutahle relations and perm nme of : 
Sete It were idle to call your Att : 
| 10 the original error on this — — error com- 
mon to his Majeſty's Miniſters, and to the Eaſt: India 


| | Company. At this hour we have abandoned: the idea 


ol acquiring: territories on the Weſtern ſide of India 


we have by a ſolemn treaty renounced thoſe: acquired 


by our Ads; and it Nate by * laſt diſpatches, 


. ai. Nader — no OD Y 
© Hiſeuſs,.: In hoſtility with as they have every thing to 
Aloe, no poſſible advantage to be obtained. On that 
ue of their dominions, which horders on the co. 
try of Tippo Saib, a very different ſcene preſents itſelf. 
her Aly had conquered conſiderable diſtricts from 
_ the Mabrattas, which he has tranſmitted to his Son 
and ſuccefſor.-* Theſe territories the Mabratias are 
ME, now preparing to reclaim by arms, and their ſucceſs | 
muſt depend on our aſſiſtance. On the Coromandel 
_ Coaſt; not only our poſſeſſions, but thoſe of our Ally. 


he whole Carnatir is evacuated by the enemy. In- 


2 telligence of tlie peace in Europe had arrived. Hoſt i 1 
4 485 with the French have actually ceaſed and. our 
es freed from every other enemy, are pouring 
Gombatour IgE" there is no force 

i 


| beſſeged by Tipps 'Saib, aided by, the euch, Their 


nions v 


To _—_ them. * L pare + of Tippo Saib's domi- 


ve are poſſeſſed of Mangalore, the capital of a 
erable province. This place has 


Joint forces have been repulſed with ſlaughter. Sup- 
ꝓlies to AMangalure have been ſent by ſea; and. intelli- 
gente of the peace has withdrawn the alliſtance of the 
French. Under theſe. circumſtances. the, perſeverance 


of Tippe Soibto:recover. Mangalore hy arms, can be the 


"hs: Mabrattes. to us for the partition of his domi- 
nions. Deprived of, his allies the. French—his other 


0 confederating againſt him—his dominions in- 
. treaty. of Verſailles alone 


- vaded-—part taken 


ſubjeck only of deriſion and contempt, In this mo- 
ment of diſmay to our enemy a treaty is offered by 


— 


- effers him the means. of lafery.. By. that treaty the 


ſecure poſſeſſion of all the territories he held in the 
Pear 1776, is offered to him, if he will accede to 
the pacification as an ally of France, All therefore 
7B aſſume, when I affirm that peace is Teſtored in Lidia, 
zs this, that Tip Saib, like other ſovercigns, has à Ha- 
ura deſire implanted in him to preſerve himſelf and 
his dominions. If he has; ; if preſſed by the dying re- 
"queſt: of his father, urged by the neceffity of his af- 


| fairs," without a proſpect of other. means of. ſafety, he 
will demand the ſecurity which this treaty offers h him 
as an ally of France; orders are gone joiatly from the 
Courts of Great-Britain, and of France, to afford him 


5 2 this protection, and all is peace in India. 


Iwill ſuppoſe, for a moment, that the whole of t this 


5 "reaſoning? is founded in miſtake ; that the ſituation of 


affairs is the reverſe of the pays I have drawn; that 
Ve are involved! in ee d diftreſs | as great as 
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to be veſted) in his Majeſty, as the Supreme'Exceutive | 
: Magiſtrare-of the country. The Stetetesp erste I 


been made to give the Secret: 
ble information. All the diſpatches, all the conſulta- 
tions abroad, all the papers Which the Company or 
the Commiſſioners named j 
ire, und have-be;n long, in his office.” Will his or- 
ders not be obeyed? e Miniſter of State' o Ut 55 
imporant a charakter in this country, that his accu- 
3 ſation will not be attended to! wh Or will the breach 'of 
duty, the neglect of obedience, be more likely ta 
eſcape from puniſhment 1 in the Directors and ſervants 
of the Company, than in the confidential friends and 
nominees af the Miniſter? Would even the negle&t | 
of duty in the Secretary of * State affotd an argume 1 
for this Bill? Have the Houſe of Commons — 8 5 
F cated: their office as accuſers? Have your Lordſhips I 
relinquiſhed your ſtation as Judges? & Are not the. 
ale means exiſting 'of compelling a diſcharge. of. | 
duty in this, 8 in every other Part of the executive | 
a government, 5 The laws exiſting : are ſufficient; and if 
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nnn the eee ie Bill en. 
geſt; Ithen fay there is eee neceſſity for 
che violence which this Bill propoſe: 

the preſent Parliament, ee eteated fully tade-: 
quate to the redreſs of all political evils, and veſted 


BS ri of: | 


PC 


(where by heconiflicurionofrhiscountryir eee 


has full power to iſſue ſuch orders as the ſituation of 
affairs may require. By former Acts; proviſion had : 


y of State every poſſi- 


n this Bill can pollefs, 


erte 


Wi E, they fail in t the e execution, the "conſtirution has pra- 


"vided abundane r means c of "Tredrefs,.. 0 Far, however, * | 


| + it from me, to impute to che eh of the Crown, 


87 0 f the Parliament, A neglect a their important 
5 8 25 duties. 
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duties; I reſcue them from the calumnies of this Bill: 
I affirm that the ſituation of our affairs abroad id 


— 45 


| proſperous. We have not only emerged from all our 
owa difficulties, but we have conquered from the na- 
tional enemy, and lent from our ſucceſſes to redeem 
the laſſes which this country has ſüſtained in other 
e her foreign domi nion. 
Is thig dreadful-neceflity,” which ae all or- 
A+ and ſubverts every principle of juſtice to be 
found in the government of the Company at home I- 
25 at your Lordſhips bar the acts of that 
A nment=-the orders that have been ſent to India. 
85 beide yil ſpeak for themnſclve, and upon exam 
nation will be found by your Lordſhips, as indeed 
they are generally admitted, to be replete with ſound 
policy, and conſiſtent with juſtice. But ſuppoſing 
for a moment the reverſe were true, I will prove thas: : 
from 1773, the Executive Government of this coun⸗ 
try, which had every means of information, were 
+ conſulted, by the. Directors on every occaſion- on 
every important occaſion they have expreſsly approve 
the orders which have been ſent.” From the year 
1781, poſitive law hath given them the power 9015 
iſſuing their own. orders. 3. whenever thoſe in whom the! 
conſtitution has veſted the power ſhall think the in- 
tereſt of the State requires it. If error therefore ex- 
iſted, eyen groſs and criminal error (for 1 will put the 
ſtrongeſt poſſible caſe) are we to ſuffer for the error. 
of his Majeſty's Miniſters? Or is the Crown, with the. 
: Ease tndia Company, to be put in commiſſion? Your. | 
Lordſhips, I am ſure, will not deem it conſiſtent with. 
your wildom. to deſert the beaten track of the conſti- 
| tution. By that conſtitution, - we are happy in the en- 
N ment nk it, an adequate remedy i is provided. For 
ef - the 


* 
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4. abuſe of 3 en individuals one ate an · 
ſerable. Miniſters or Directors alike are amenable 
-apiche public juſtice af thę country. But it is afun- 

Jamenta} principle of our law, without which no go- 
Eos ge: oi 2 are not Cw 


Porate . ane de fo orfc Boy was aber once | 
© contended; but the memordble occaſion will ſerve to 
_ 7-awaken'in your Lordſhips breaſts an abhorrence of * 
principle, which then was applied to overturn the con- | 
*Kicution." Your-Lordſhips will anticipate my re- 
eme eee of corporations in the reign of 
„ bunles Il. Yet even in theſe proceedings the 27 1 
blance ol juſtice was obſerved: ſpecific charges were 
ſtaled evidence was adduced, and the judgment re- 
— thoſe, hom the conſtitution had appointed 
1850 determine the rights of the ſubject. This atro- 
5 3 deed was reprobatedd at the Revolution, reverſed 
by che authority of Parliament; and from that period 
to th. preſent hour it has been deemed a fundamental 
principle i in our law, that corporate rights cannot be 
| 1: ſarfoired by: the delinquency. of individuals. From 
dat hour to the preſent, no inſtance has occurred, in 
dur courts of juſtice, of other proſecutions than againſt 
1 individuals to forfeit their own peculiar franchiſe, Yet 
the preſent Bill is quo warranto, that deſtroys all cor- 
Porate fights, without even condeſcending to accuſe ; 
adding a puniſhment, hitherto unheard of, A Pt. 
1 ne of all property without the form of trial. 
Have the orders; which the Directors have crank 
wh . to'Tiliz, been ill executed? Have they been 
1 diſobeyed 2 When "tyrants" condeſcend to reaſon, 
'Þ chere is N 5 "pe abfardity in Which they are 
al. 5 . . is © 33 involved. ; 
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eds The very men, who were intruſted with 
the execution, were nominated. by Parliament in 
397 3. have been continued in their ſituation by ſuc- 8 
ceſũive Acts of Parliament, with every means of in- 
ormation, in the hands, at leaſt, of the Miniſter, 
No power of removal is given to the Company. If 
"theſe Parliamentary Nominees have abuſed their 
office, where has ſlept the juſtice of the Parliament? 
Are we anſwerable for the neglect of the Houſe: of 
Commons to enquire and accuſe? The argument, in 
this view of it, is this. Wr, the Parliament, have 
nominated your ſervants; Ws have taken from you 
your natural power of recall; Ws alone can effectu- 
ally controut them; but We have neglected our duty, 
Wr have abdicated our truſt—-and therefore W will 


"confiſcate your. property. Mr. Haſtings was originally 
appointed by Parliament, four times confirmed. in bis 
; Preſent ſtation, the laſt in 1781, by Parliament, two 
years only from the heur'at which I ſpeak. I Ar 
believe the calumnies thrown upon this great 
have been invented, as a diſguiſe, to cover, in the 
* Pobhie eye, the violence of the preſent meaſure. If | 
theſe calumnies were true, the Bill will eſtablim 
this admirable maxim of good government, that the 
7 guilty ſhall eſcape, the innocent only be puniſhed, by 
'\confilcation and political death. If, however, the 
2 imputations be falſe, they are the objects of peculiar in- 
dignation; becauſe the honour and character, the well- 
earned fame of a great man, are ſacrificed, to reconcile 
the minds of the people to an act of atrocious violence, 
On this head, however, one anſwer alone would ſuffice. 
The Bill attempts no regulation, ſuggeſts no cor- 
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e equally nnn to Fl ele le of the | 
' Company,” as to the nominees of the Miniſter. It is 
 whimiſicaP to obſerve, khat of the perſons choſen for. 
this great work of reformation, eleven out of fix-. 
= rn e the very men choſen by the "Company. By 

What Parliamentary magic can the mere tranſpoſition 
of names, from the Charter to this Bill, correct their 
hearts, or enlighten their underſtandings ? POT theſe 
Gentlemen'l ſhall only obſerve, that their equals in 
knowledge, in ability, remain unnoticed th the Bill. 0 
To cba bee er; five others are added, new in- 
dtked to the ſubject, but whoſe tranſcendent merits | 
ute to illamine the minds, to purify the fouls of their a 

<9 eagiies,' are to inſpire every principle of good | 
Fecht An awkward difficulty, however, o- 
cus. In a caſe of urgent neceſſity, where delay 16 
To dangerous as not to admit the forms of juſtice, 
where che Jos of an hour may be the loſs of Indig + 
| eh is the apology offered for this Bill) the 
Noble Lord, and his four Fellow-Labourers, have the 
rudiments of the ce to learn! When, indeed, 
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1 they hall have attained a competent knowledge of. 
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the . we e Ty} 1 to Wen from their. 
% ues. . A 5 
Shall we look bor this Wb neceſſity, "which 
levels: all diſtinction of right, in the ſtate of the 
finances of the Company? When T firſt heard this 
argument, I muſt confeſs, my Lord, I looked to this 
Bill as an Act of Supply. Will not the propoſed __ ; 
Commiſſioners, or Directors, require the ſame affiftance 
with. the Company? Will the change of names make 
any real change in the ſituation of our affairs 21 ſhall, 
however, think it — to * this itvarion bee 
| DA : 5 Your 


your d icha al >ibl 
| ds leaſt reſerye. _ 


4 Tom's am 1 ye» Ip? 


There are two views in 3 mak 


one, a ſtate of their debts and credits, to etsbide 18 
Proof their folveacy—the, other, an eſtimate of ſu- 
türe receipts and payments, with a,viev Ps e 
tinuance of their commerce. a8 7 
For the purpoſe firſt eee. d eee an 
account of the debts and credits of the Companv, in- 
cluding only what is termed their quick ſtacks 2 
know, my Lords, that, cavils have been raiſed againſt” 
this ſtate of our affaitz; upon which I ſhall only r 
ſerve, that they originate in ignorance of the ſubject, 
* proceed upon, a miſtake of the purpoſe: for which 
_ this account 1s adduced... This account will include 
= debts due from the Company, ſtated as ↄrgſent de- 
mands, though many of them will probably never” be” 
requred ;, ; and though many of them are not due for 
ſtcveral years. On the other hand, it ſtates as property 
: belonging to the Company, what certainly could not be 
d immediately converted into caſn, for the payment of 
their debts... Upon this account, a balance will ap- 
pear of three millions nine hundred and ſixty- eight 
thouſand four kundred and eighty-one pounds.” View, 
my Lords, the preſent ſituation of the finances of the 
Company, u don this ſimple ſtate of facts. Emerging 
from a ruinous and extenſive war, in Europe, and in 
Ala, which has almoſt made bankrupt this country, 
and annihilated the revenues of every State in Europ 
we poſſeſs clear revenues, exceeding five millions ſter- 
ling, vnmortgaged. Every poſſible debt demandable 
at 0 * n * time, is conſidered as N 
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| Where, in the l tory 11 a. mall we kind 4 
_ Government, under ſimilar circumſtances, in a ſimilar 
ftuatien? But if this account be examined with 4 
view to our ſolvency; with a view to the ſecurity of gur 
creditors, we are entitled to add a valuation; at leaſt ö 
ol thoſe revenues which never have been claimed by 
the Public. We are entitled likewiſe to conſider, 
hat has been expended in fortifications; and other 
eſtabliſhments for the preſervation of Bengal, as a real 
Serge en the revenues of that country. The men- 
ever, of creditors, is deſigned only. to ſerve 
8065. the day. Where is the creditor that 
complaint? I know, my Lords, that if 
the forms of your proceeding would admir it, there is 
not a creditor of the Company who would not join . 
me at chis bar, in a petition againſt the Bill, who 
would not complain of the Bill, as deſtructive of his 
' Intereſts/- There is not a creditor who would not de- 
 precate the meaſure propoſed, as the only means of . 
imvalidating his ſecurity, and rendering his property 
Precarious. Where, then, is the creditor. that com- 
Plains? The ſole creditor under this deſeription, is 
the Public; a creditor to the amount of one millions 
But is not that creditor, my Lords, a debtor to us, to 
more than four times che amount; to the amount of 
wur millions two hundred thouſand pounds? Is not 
this become a preſent demand, by the original terms 
ol che contract etween us, the moment our Charter 
is invaded, Hor any Alicia geme nt of our commerce F 55 
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receipts * pa ments, to the firſt of \ March; 119865 
here in Englend.. By chis eſtimate, in which every 


liberal allowance has been made, it will appear, 
that the Company require the poſt ponement of one 


million of Cuſtoms; and a permiſſion to accept hills at 


ſuch a date, that the good ee with the money 
Borroteed in India, may be the nicaus of repayment at 
our ſales. I will demonſtrate, in evidence, that the 
ſole cauſe of this temporary diſtreſs, ariſes, not from 
any miſconduct of the Company, is not the conſt 
quence of any events in India, but is derived wholly 
from the European war] ond a participation of the 
common — which have afflicted every part of 
che Britiſd Empire. To avoid all poſſible cavil, I wilt 
not kate in this acecunt any one article chat the inge - 
auity of man can conſider as complicated with any 
ether conſideration; I will not ſtate the delay in the 


S 


arrivals of our ſhips, wholly owing to the war; I wilt 


not ſtate ce vaſt export of ſtores for his Majeſty's fleet 
in Hudia; L will not ſtate thoſe parts of the expendi- 
ture which have been incurred in the conflict with the 
national enemy, | France; and which, exported from 
Europe, have fallen upon our Treaſury at home. 
Theſe articles would ſwell the aceount to many mil. 
Hons. I ſhall confine myſelf in proof, at your Lords 
ſhip's bar, to articles which are wholly unconnectedt 
with the conduct or miſconduct of the Company 
The inability of this country, effectually to protect its 
| commerce, greatly increaſed the price of our ſhipping 
during the war. This extra price of freight and de- 
morage, beyond that paid in times of peace, and 
which is wholly therefore to be attributed to the Eu- 
1 war, amounts to the ſum of one million nine 
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of thoſ& revenues which never have been claimed by 


te Public. We are entitled likewiſe to conſider, 


what bas been expended in fortificatibns, and other 


| ' charge on the revenues of that country: The men- 
tion, however, of creditors, is deſigned only to ſerve 
"A the pur e of the day. Where is the creditor that 


VIS -made-a' cc zomplaint?/ I know, my Lords, that if 


the forins of We proceetiing would admit it, there is | 


_ Hot a ereditor of the Company who would not join 
me at this bar, in a petition againſt the Bill, who 


would not complain of the Bill, as deſtructive of his 


' Intereſts] - There is not a creditor who would not de- 


] preeate the meaſure propoſed, as the only means of 


CODE his ſecurity, and rendering his property 


But is not that creditor, my Lords, a debtor to us, to 


| 4 four: millions two hundred thouſand-pounds ? Is not 


this become a preſent demand, by the original terms 
een us, the moment ner | 


df che contract berwee 
; invaded, We nen it 
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ry 2 ee thati » we” find 4 
nment, under ſimilar circumſtances, in: a ſimilar 
Bruntion? But if this account be examined with * 
view to our ſolvency with a view to the ſecurity of our 
_ creditors, we are entitled to add a valuation, at leaſt 


ts for the preſervation of Bengal, as/a real 


JN : "I here, then, is the creditor that com- 
hg tor under this deſcription, is 


the . * POE TIEN to the amount of one million. 5 


more than four times the amount; to the amount of 5 
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receipts 400 paym ant rto-chekeftiel Ad 11736; 
here in Eugland. By this eſtimate, in which every 
liberal allowance has been made, it will appeary/ 
that the Company require the poſtponement of one 
million of Cuſtoms; and a permiſſion to accept bills at 
ſuch a date, that the goods purchaſed with the money 
borrowed in India, ray be the "Means. of repayment: at 
our ſales. wilt Aae ue id ee 
auh wmildonduck ef the Career n is not this colts 
quence of any events in India, but is derived wholly 
from the Eurupeum war; "OY participation of the 
common calamities which have afflicted every part of 
che Briiißd Empire. To avoid all poffible cavil, Ii 
. not Rate in this account any one article that the Inge» 
vity of man can conſider as complicated with any 
ether conſideration; I will not Rate the delay in the 
arrivals of our ſhips, wholly owing to the war; Þ wilt 
not ſtate the vaſt export of ſtores for his Majeſty's fleet 
in Hidia; T will not ſtate thoſe parts of the 'expendi- 
ture which haye been incurred in the conflict with the 
national enemy, France ; and which, exported from 
Europe, have fallen upon our Treaſury at home. 
Theſe articles would ſwell che acebunt to many mil - 
Höns. I ſhall confne myſelf in proof, at your Lords 
ſhip's bar, to articles which are wholly unconnectedt 
i duct or miſconduct of the Company; 
The inabi iy bod this: country, effectually to protect its 
E commerce, greatly increaſed the price of our ſhipping 
during the war. This extra price of freight and de- 
morage, beyond that paid in times of peace, and 
which is wholly therefore to be attributed to the Eu- 


e Wag amounts to the ſum of one. million nine | 
„„ 5 . hundred 
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ang pounds. argoes How TY 
wh have been loſt by — — rh eſtimating 
thoſe only at the prime coſt; will amount to the fam | 
of ſeven hundred and fifty- three thouſand two hun- 
dred/and ſeventeen pounds. There is another article; 
my Lords, Which, though not of the magnitude 
Ah. the mer, 1 have an honeſt pride in bring- 
ing forward to public view: 1 glow with pleaſure 


in being able to ſtate, as one article, three ſhips of 
war, preſented by the Company to the State, pre- 


ſented in the hour of general diſmay, when the increa- 
ſing number of our enemies, and their numerous fleets 
= riding triumphant i in the Channel, alarmed us for the 
_  Gafery of this iſland. The India Company forgetful of 
| her on diſtreſs, attentive. only to her public duty, 
3 with affectionate zeal to the State, led the way in na- 

tional exertion 4. and endeavoured, at leaſt by her ex- 
_ ample, to rouſe the generous ſpirit of Britons, in the . 
- cauſe of their country. The coſt of thoſe. ſhips: is 
ninety- five thouſand three hundred and forty-nine 
pounds. Theſe three articles make a charge upon 
the Treaſury in England, of two million ſeven hun- 5 

dred fifty fix thouſand five hundred and fifty-ſix 
pounds, ariſing from the war in Europe, uncon- 
nnected with any other . uninfluenced by the 
donduct of the Company, or events in India. All 
we now aſk. of the public is, a temporary credit 
ſor one million, while they poſſeſs, in their own ; 
3 euſtody, our goods, of more than three times the value; 1 
dor, if this. be too much to expect from the public, that 
| they will deign to give us permiſſion to negociate 2 
loan for ourſelves. Take off thoſe legal reſtraints, 
which ee W 125 e er and leſs 
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A 5" credit. of the Company will ap 
ſplendor, which will throw the —— ks into 
the ſhade |. Where, then, is this much-talked- of ne 
ceſſity? Ir may be explained in a word: You Ü have 
reſtrained. us, hy your laws, from the common tights of 
ſubjects, from the power of employing our o¼n credit; 
Lou have created 33 — by your own im 
politic war; and now, under the tyrant's, plea of ne- 
ceſſity, vou Would avail yourfelves of your oton Ac, 
to involve our rights, and our property, in one common 
ruin. But I am not, my Lords, an advocate at your 
to cla nmon debt of juſtice. This cold 
mand does not become the merits of my employers. 3 
1 mmm, praiſe to my clients; I demand 
the. warmeſt grativade of our country, Can your” 
Lordſhips, for a moment, forget, that the whole ſubject 
in queſtion, has been created by tlioſe, for whom 1 
appear From flender beginnings, the Company have 
acquired, ſolely at their own expence, and. at the 
hazard of their property alone; increafin® commerce 
and empire to Great Britain. If the Company have 
derived lirtle| profit from the Dewannee the public 
have obtained a large increaſe of © Wende On tlie 
footing of participation, we have paid in money, two 
millions four hundred and ſixty-nine thouſand pounds. 
Companng the Cuſtoms received by the State in fif- 
en years, //ubſequent to the grant of the Dewannee, 
with a lik period antecedent, an increaſe will be found 
of four millions nine hundred forty-nine' thouſand and 
fourteen! pounds; the whole making, in the period of 
fifteen-years, ſeven millions four hundred eighteen” 
thouſand: and fourteen pounds, or a revenue of five 
hundred thouſand pounds per amum. If more might _ 
have been derived to the State, * a wiſe accomoda- 
3 Ty | tian 


5 r 
tion ot che laws of revenue to the change, which tile 
cemmerce of Iadia has undergone; this is a defect 
| not imputable to ur; this is a ſubject which belongs 
wholly to the inveſtigation of the Legiſlature, | — . 
may well become their e xcantinns. - Can x 
cloſe this ſubject without reminding your Lord hips, 
that we have, in the late war, conquered from the na- 1 
tional enemy, Pondicherry, Chandanagore, Maybe 
ſhort, every ſettlement which France poſſeſſed on the 
Continent of India. I will read, at your en 
| bar, the Treaty of Verſailles, in which theft conqueſts, 
made by the Zof-india Company, have been employed 5 
to redeem the Iſlands which this country had loft in 
the Ve. With this record of our ſervices to the 
Stare, in the view of all Europe, 1 am bold to aſ your 
Lordſhips, if we are not entitled to more than jultice?- | 
if we are not entitled to expect, that your Lordſhips 
ſhould reject, with indignation and horr act of 
ungrateful violence, that muſt fix an Ry ſtain 
on the national character of the country? b 
Here I might reſt the cauſe with perfect lens: 55 
in the honourable and upright deciſion of your Lord- 
hips; but the patient indulgence I have experienced, 
Encourages me to trouble the Houſe with a few obſer-. 
_ vations on the impolitic tendency of this unjuſt mea- 
- fure: you will pardon me, therefore, obtruding upon 
your Lordſhips' wiſdom, the poor ſuggeſtions of my 
own: mind. I forebode, that this Bill, if it were poſ- 
fſible the Bill ſhould paſs, will prove in its effects, a 
[| fecond awful leflon to mankind, within the period of 
dne Reign, that injuſtice never can he profitable. In. 
the 7/7, it provoked reſiſtance, and diſmembered the | 
f Empire. In every part, injuſtice will ever inflict its 
aun puniſhment, by ſubverting thoſe principles of hu- 
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man cn ned. Som Which the! orofpetityiatien ſtats. 
muſt ee the preſent inftance by depreſſing - 
and deſtroying that commerce; which can alone reno 

der poſſeſſions in India beneficial to Great Britain. 
I Will allow, for the ſake of argument, that the 
Gentlemen entruſted with the execution of the Bill, 
poſſeſs every knowledge and every virtue which im- 
agination can implant : yet, my Lords, there is a de- 
fect in the inſtitution, which muſt ultimately deſtroy 
the only real and permanent intereſt of Great Britain, 
5 in the ſubject. The intereſt of Great Britain is her 
commerce: The export of her manufactures, the ſhips 
ping; with all its train of dependencies in this country, 
the revenue of Cuſtoms exceeding one million tw 
bundred thouſand pounds, every pollible advantage 
which Great Britain can derive from poſſeſſions in 
India, muſt flow wholly + through the channel of 
| her commerce. Reflect on the ſubject but for 
a moment. | Without comprehending the whole 
detail of this commerce, no man can underſtand 
the uſe of revenues in Iadia, or the purpoſes to 
. whieh, as Britiſh poſſeſſions, they can be applied 
even the eftabliſhment of a ſingle ſettlement 
can be adjuſted, without fully comprehending the 
commercial relation, which the ſeveral ſettlements 
bear to each other, and ultimately to Great Britain— 
the value of each, in the general ſcale of affairs, and 
the means by which its military and civil eſtabliſh-" 
ments afe ſuſtained, The application of revenues in 
India, muſt depend on this knowled ge, or our terri- 
tories in chat country would be worſe than uſcleſs; 
would ſoon become a heavy burden to Great Britain, 
This Bill, my Lords, gives to the Commiſſioners the 


"—_ — it teaches them to forget the end of their 
2 ä inſtitution 
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$ Wannen -l ee bed views to political objetts; 
nd almof compels them to overlook the national 
ene to which thoſe revenues ought to be applied. 
To combine theſe ſeveral objects, the inſtitutions 
5 & the Old Company were admirably adapted: they 
grew with her growth, and ſtrengthened with her 
ſtrength. At home, thoſe who ſaw the effect in her 
commerce, directed the means — abroad, her ſervants 
were early initiated in the ſeveral departments of re- 
venue and commerce, until informed in detail, they 
"gradually roſe to a feat in council: Here, their office 
Was to combine the whole to the ultimate object of 
"Great Britain, the commerce with the Mother Country. 
Me are told, that men ſo educated, are not qualified 
for the iFairs'6f Government. "Away with this illi- 
beral thought, this monkiſh conceit, which is belied 
in every page of hiſtory! An elegant writer obſerves, 
e that the ſcene of obſervation was extremely limited 
ein the Gren Republics, and the buſtle of an active 
* ke appeared inconſiſtent with ſtudy; but there the 
* human mind collected its greateſt abilities, and re- 
*e ceived its beſt informations in the midſt of ſweat 
e and duft.“ Even the beauties of thought and elo- 
cution, my Lords, ſpring from the animated fpirit of 
Tociety, and are taken from the living impreſſions of 
an active life. The human character is not formed in 
retirement, and from the ſtudy of books; it grows 
from the ſcene in which man is deſtined to act. For 
| what the ſeene, to which I allude, has produced, 1 
may refer your Lordſhips to what the ſervants of the 
1 Eaſt- India Company have written, on the: ſubjects _ 
of war, of policy, and _ commerce. 1 might - 
"refer to thoſe great names, which tvs ani | + 


their We * "who," while Great Britain claims 
ne, OS 6 xJ „ the 


* 3 


wn 


„ 


K 38 3 


4+ 


the foremoſt a among nations, may 7 e the 


palm with the braveſt and ableſt of her ſons... 1 
might. refer to the great and much injured man, who 
is the more immediate object of our preſent attention, 


I mean Mr. Haſtings. Poſſeſſed of every talent 
| which can adorn, and raiſe the ſtation, Which he fills, | 


indefatigable induſtry, penetrating ſagacity, fertility 
in reſource, but, above all, that perſonal and poli- 
tical magnanimity, which bears him undiſmayed 


| through every difficulty, and has enabled him not 
only to extricate us, without loſs, from a ruinous 


and extenſive War, which, in every other quarter of 


| the Globe, has diminiſhed the territories of Great. 


Britain, but to ſoatch the laurels from the. brow 


of che Enemy, and, by our victories in the Eat, in 


a degree, to redeem the loſſes, which, under a di f 


ferent conduct, this , unhappy Country ſuſtained in the 
Het. Whatever weight my ſpeculations may deſerve, 


ſure I am, that experience will command the utmoſt 


attention from the wiſdom of your Lordſhips. Under 
former inſtitutions we have riſen to empire. Late Acts 


of Parliament, framed perhaps with a partial know- 


| ledge of the ſubject, have ſomewhat, impaired: this 


Jyſtem.—The preſent Bill wholly reverſes it; and by 
reverſing the ſyſtem, will inevitably reverſe the effect. 


As from commercial eſtabliſhments we have riſen to 
empire, ſo, by veſting this empire in the hands of 
deſpotiſm, you will depreſs and annihilate that com- 


merce, which can alone. render poſſeſſions in India 
beneficial, to Great Britain. To render uſeleſs our 
poſſeſſions in India, ſhall all the rights of my Clients 
> abrogated? Shall they be deſpoiled of all their 
pet 8 l aig 25 N we pare been accuſtomed 
: | POLE” to 
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1 deem Retsg in this Country, be decent under 
foot Royal Charters— Acts of Parliament private 
Property public f faith. If from this æra, the prin- 
eiples of our. government ſhall be changed, if the 
madneſs and caprice of deſpotiſm ſhall become the 
rules of legiſlation; if all reverence for eſtabliſhed 
rights mall, by examples like the preſent, be effaced 
from the minds of the people; my Clients will have 
the melancholy conſolation to reflect, that their for- 
tunes are buried i in the ruins of the Copies of 
- their Country... 3 

[Mr. Rous having ended his HE, Pers Re ta 
Hae Proofs: in ſupport of the gy, 8 ag 
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3 HE Counſel produced, the 8 $ char- 8 
1 e ter; dated September 5, 1698, granted purſuant 
to an Act of gth and 10th William III. Cap. 44. 
in conſideration of a loan of two millions, for 
tte uſe of the Public. — By this charter all cor- 
pPorate rights were granted to the Company, 
to manage and conduct their own affairs by a 
Court of Proprietors - and a Court of Directors, 
do be from. time to time elected by the Proprietors, 
with power to acquire, and govern, forts, facto- 
tries, and plantations; and to raiſe, train, and WE . 
"7 "Here military forces, for the defence Werden: 
nn only the ſovereignty to the Crown. 
Letters patent, dated 31 May, 1609, by. ck 
ah Hand of Bombay was granted to a former Haſt- 
_ India Company, who were declared the abſolute 
: gs Lords and | Proprietors... thereof ; wich extenſive 
powers of government — to raiſe a military force 


exerciſe martial law, &c, and a grant of the ſame 
powers, 
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Powers, liberties, privileges, and authorities; in 
and through all and eve =; and ſuch and ſo many 
Ports, lands, and other territories and places what- 


134 ſoever, as the then Company, or their ſucceſſors, 
mould thereafter acquire, in or near Bombay, or 
in any other parts and places in che Eaft- Indies, 


Indentures, dated 22d July, 1702, to which her 


8 ; | Majeſty Queen Anne was a party, and executed the 
. . ame under the Great Seal, whereby the Iſland of 
5 Bombay, and all the powers, privileges, and grants 


| contained in that charter, were, with her i S 
_ +... licence, granted to the preſent Company. 
Letters patent, dated January 8, 1753, whereby 
s was granted to the Company, not only to 
uſe a military force, for the defence of their ſettle- 
ments, forts, towns, and places in India, hut, upon 
Juſt cauſe, to invade and deſtroy their Enemies. 
I .)u he ſubſtance of the Acts of 6th & roth Anne, 
7 Geo. I.— 3d. 11th & 23d, Geo. II. 5th, gth, 
Ig th, & 21ſt Geo. III. were ſtated, but, bsing pub- 


| lie aQts, were not tead.—By theſe ſeveral Acts the 


Company's privileges were, from time to time, 
confirmed, in conſideration of further loans to Go- 
vernment, of one million two hundred thouſand 


8 pounds — and one million; and leſſening the in- 
tereſt thereof, from time to time, till it was re- 
Aauced to 3 per Cent. and in conſideration of two 


hundred thouſand pounds, given by the Company 
to the Public, and of large payments to Gavern- 
ment out of the profits of the territorial poſſeſ- 


Flons. — By the laſt of theſe Acts, made ſo lately as 


the year 1781, the term of the Company's exclu- | 


2 | five trade was rene till three n notice after 
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we Ai f "March," 169 f, «i repayment of the 
four million two hundred thouſand pounds due from 
n Government, and during the term of the excluſive 
= trade, the territorial poſſeſſions and revenues were 
0 remain "0 | or woe ang am ee 
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1 Public; aud all . 
oy eee privileges and authorities, then veſted in 
the Company, which were not thereb "expreſsly 

Ms taken away, varied, or altered, r to remain 

and cbntinue in the Company. e 
Tho company's conſtitution, s und- privi- 
| Tings being proved by the foregoing Charters, and 
Acts of Parliament, the Counſel next proceeded to 
: de proof of the landed property acquired by the 
eee 411 India, diſlinguiſſung the ſame under 
tas heads :—one, of property not claimed by the 
uh "Public: the other, of property to which Govern- 
ment have ſet up a claim, on behalf of the public. 
_ Under the former of theſe heads, there were 
2" "poked; thirty-three” grants, obtained from the Empe- 
ror Furri ckſeer, in the year 1717, of ſundry factorics 
| | ; e India, and divers privileges of trade. 
A grant from the Mahratras, dated 12th Octo- 
Bl uv 1756, of two places, called Fort Vifetoria, and 
3 5 Ne Þ and ten other villages therein named. 

F grant, dated Ath September, 1759, from the 
Ae * en ee of Fon 5 N . 
60 of Strat. 1 oF 830 "Bi 
A prant, dated Port ONT e TEE. the 
Ring of Colaſtria, to the Coanpany;” of a trade 
throughout his dominions, duty free, on pay ment 
JR EE WOE Mint annual ſum, © CES F299 X EN C2258 Fo F273 : 
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128 dee. 10 the uſe of he 
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A grant from the Bobngelle⸗ 8, of certain 09s 
nu ing between the rivers Curlee and Salſeec: 
A grant, dated 23d March, 1765, ae the 
ve nee Regent, of Chericka, of the Province of Ran. 
© doterrah. — Several grants from the Nabob of Arcot, 
n.. one, dated 4th M ovember, 1742, of Perempere, 
we and five other villages, as a free gift. Another, 
dated 2d Odober, 1749, of Melapoore, alias St. 
 Thom#, — Another, dated 31ſt December, 1 749, of 
the 7 revendeporam country. Another, dated the 
26th September, 1750, of the Ponamalee country. 
And another grant, dated 16th e 4763, of 
55 the Jaghire near Madras. | 
XA grant from the Nabob Salabat, Jug, Asted 
2 May, 1 50, of the Circar of Mazulipatam, 
with eight diſtricts, and of the Circar of Miſampa- 
| tam, and the diſtricts of Condavir and Macalmanna. 
Knete grant, dated 3oth. Auguſt, 1765, by which 
the laſt 1 was FOOL; mg a gy Saat 
As ne C WY; 5 : 
5+. anette Nous ths Great Mogul, anal 12th 
dee, 1763, of all the n ma to 2 Com- 
hy about Madras. 2 | 
A grant from the Great Mogak: ale rath Au- 
e 1565, of the five Northern Cirears. 
A grant from the Subah of the Decay, dated i 2th 
- November, 1766, of the five Northern ER 
ſubject to certain annual payments. ; 
©»  Sundry grants from the Nabob of „ VIZ. 
one, dated r6th-Fwly, 1736, of the Towns de Cal- 
cutta, Soota Loote, and G ovindpoor,—Another, from 
Serajab Dowleh, dated February, 1757, to reſtore 
* * be Company's all the W belorp taken from 
| 195 n them 
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teme by bim. e dated 15th Jh, 1757s 

being a grant of free trade throughout the Provin- . 

ces of Bengal, Babar, and Oriſſa, and af forty Be- 

gahs of land, wherever the Company thould deſire 

t ſettle a factory. Another, dated aoth December, 

1757, of the twenty - four purgunnahs, near Calcutia. 

2% 4a Another, dated Mareb, 17 58, of all the falt-petre 
Aands in the ne 05 Bahar, 505. vertrag * 

- Amed payments. / | Lad 

Two Sunnuds * a 8 of 5 one 

3 the Zemindary, near Calcutta, ſubject to certain 
FEE nen the other of the free tenure of Calcutta. 

Three Sunnuds, from the Nabob Coffim Ali 


Fi Com whereby he granted to the Company, the : 


-, Provinces of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and gong, 
Syn ee to certain military ſervices. 
Under the head of Property which Ras been : 
2 ; clained by the Public, the ſeveral grants of the | 
$5 " Dewannees of Bengal, Bahar, and Ori Ma, were pro- 

duced, made by, the King Sbab Aalum, and by the 
Nabob of Bengal, the former, dated i 2th Auguf, N 
"376g 3 the latter, 3oth September, 1765. 
The 11th Article of the Treaty of Peace between 
1 Great Britain and France, concluded at Paris, 10th 
Hed February, 1763; whereby it was agreed, that the 


# different factories which France poſſeſſed on the 
Coaſt of Coromandel, Orixa, and Malabar, and alſo 


in Bengal, at the beginning of 1749, ſhould be re- 


-  flored;\ and the French Kia reppunced all | proven 
ein the _— fit 


EI ECL oe = ea ahet, a | mande 
2 NE All "I French Paflortes had "IF; pers Aa the war : 


5 5 + ſome; by his Majeſty's and the Company's forces Oy ; 
a by the NOT proces alonest 2b”. 47 5 
„5 
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mandel and Orixa ſince the beginning of 1749. 
e to preſerve future peace on the Coaſts of 


pO 


tal to Kut Een e | Ally Khan for — ful 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and Salabat Jung, for 
_ +... Jawful Subah of the Decan. 2 0] | 
VMfrL. Jobn Annis, Auditor of Indian e was 
then examined, who proved, that the Embaſly to 
the Great Mogul, between the years 1714 and 
1717, by which the grants from him at that time 
were obtained, coſt the Company ſeventy-eight 
thouſand two hundred and thirty- four pounds 
That the value of the Company's landed property, 
and poſſeſſions in India, which, as he underſtands, 
has not been claimed by the Public, amounts to the | 
following annual ſums, "Oy ANG the charges 
*7-4 e wig 6 


e * 

In the Prefidepey of hag 81,338 
Madras © 540,466 

Wn 15 276, 875 


Ur; 


2 1. 1,398, 679 


1 That the Dal amount of the Dewannee reve- 
nues of Bengal, which have been claimed by the 
Public, amount, after deducting charges of collec- 
tion, to two millions ſeventy-five thouſand. two 
hundred and ſeventy-two pounds. PRs 
That the Company receive a tribute from the 


' 1 | Rajab of Banares, of four Ada and benen thou- 
W 


140 Theſe acquiſitions were the Circar of Maſulipatam, &c. 
"Y fterwards taken from France, and ey to the OT 
by nen Jags 14th May, F759 


| 1 1 5 e 

| . dd Dag a PREY ſubſidy Gr the Nabob 

il. $ of Oude, for the maintenance of troops there, four 

I © hvndred-and” twenty-ſeven thouſand” pounds.—A. 

| - fabfidy from the Nabob of Arcot, of two hundred 
1. thouſand pounds, for maintenance of garriſons in the 

 Carnatic—A ſubſidy from the King of Taujore, 
+ das maintenance of nes, one hundred and ſixt7 
- thouſand pounds 74; # ; 

1 ans Samuel Nicoll, Eſq; 5e are 8 el 15 
esuntant, proved, that the expences ſuſtained by 
the Company, out of their treaſury and trading ſtock. 
4 e ee ee ot the wars and troubles in India, pre- 

ious to the acquiſition of the Dewannee, in 1765, 

(2. amounted to five millions e ee fix 
%* + - Honored a ad eighty-four pounds 4 1 
10 lat the money paid to ee out of the 

Profits of the territorial poſſeſſions in India, under Sy 
various agreements, amounts to two millions one 
hundred ſixty-nine thouſand three hundred and 
ninety-eight pounds, eighteen ſhillings, and two 

| to Which is to be added, three hundred 

. thouſand pounds, paid in conſequence of the laſt 

Act, in part of the ſour hundred thouſand pounds 
+ therein mentioned: That after deducting the pro- 
2» fits of the revenues remaining to. the Company, 
they are now in advance, on account of their terri- 

+ rofial” poſſeſſions, to the amount of three millions 

: x hundred and odd thouſand pounds, beſides inte- 

|_| peſt >—Fhat the Cuſtoms and Exciſe paid to Govern- 

ment, in fifteen years, before obtaining the De w- 
0 4: annee, amounted to fourteen millions nine hundred 

_ forty. thouſand fix hundred and. ids: : 

0 in fifteen Years after. obtaining, the; Dew 


8 6 A OT” 
N 4 . Fi 4% * * A EW 
* FS WIS. £ $49 4 A % A gs dies " 


: 1 
1 . 


5 


1 5 


L 4 


0 nineteen Wills eight hundred eighty nine thou- 
fand ſix hundred and ſeventy- eight pounds: mak ing i 
an exceſs, in the laſt fifteen years, of four millions, 
nine hundred ah nine . ee and nineteen 


as 4A ee 


£ 5 


| pounds. en 
The Counſel Hh: 25544 to etre that the 


3141 bene in Judia are freed fron” the 
calamities of war. To this purpoſe, they produced 
the treaty of peace with the Mabrattus, finally com- 
A 1 24th February, 1783, wherein is contained 
"an article, by which the Mabrattas engage, that 
 Hyder Ally Cawun ſhall be made to relinquiſh and 
— all territories belonging to the Eugiiſb, and 
their allies, taken by him— that all priſoners on 


: either fide ſuoulc be reteaſedd=that the l Neri. 


Lo er ſhou!td be reſtored within fix months from the 
date of this treaty. And the Company there upon 
agus vey that ſo long as Hyder ſhould abſtain from 
hoſtilities againſt them and their allies, and ſnould 
8 continue! in friendſhip with the Peſhwa, they would 
in no reſpect act hoſtilely towards him. 

ef A letter from the Governor General, and Council 
of Bengal, dated zth April; 1783, giving an ac- 
Count of the death of Wider Ally Cen, and that 
* "His ſon, Tippo Saib, had evacuated Arcot and Arnee, 

- which' were pj Hts eee * tHe: ONE: $ 
3 OS LTP | 
A letter from We Prefideri chit Select Gelee 
AY © of Fort Sr. Grorge, dated 29th January, 1583, giving 
an account of ſome engagements with à part of 
> Zap Ally's army, under the command of his ſon, 
e Saib, upon the Malabar Coaſt, in which the 
a 5 2 were e ; "Ig" giving an 


REF. E : account 


* + 2 5 4 e 


a 


8 


4% account 6 f l as death; ran his fon FRET .. 
—eceded him, and being gone to the army in the 
4 Cee: and of Hyder, before his death, having 
vote the following letter to his ſon, eren 
à peace with the Engliſh, viz | 
on 3 marched out of my Country, to due, and 


1 


e Enugliſb out of their poſſeſſic 


Cuarnatic; in which attempt I have . a 
vaſt treaſure. I invited the French, but, ſince 

their arrival; have never received any aſſiſtance 
dc from them: however; ſhould I tecover; 1 think 


4 I eould finiſh what I have 


$S 


11 have raiſed 


1 ts myſelf to the Nabobſhip of Seringapatam, efta- 
: iſhed a great name, and - conquered many 
countries: I therefore defire you 
| 6 ect yoo upon my name, you. will make peace 


3 111 


uit the Engliſb, and return with your army to 
« Seringapatam, and eſtabliſn yourſelf in the go- 


Wo + tings T1 think: there is no reliance to be put 
upon any aſſiſtance from the French but, ſhould 
their ſhips arrive in a x 5 

you may join them; but weigh all matters well, 
d o nothing raſhly, 
you can effect my plans. When you make peace, 
give large bribes to the Engliſb officers ; and pro- 
. cute che fort and. diſtricts of Paodecotab, be- 
2 « longing to the Trichinopoly Country, and the bill 
e and diſtricts of Halypady, belonging to the Vellore 
25 C « Country. Vou muſt. have it. ſtipulated in the 
© treaty. with the Engliſh, chat they are to grant 
636 Cy you aſſiſtance, whenever you require it—You 
will alſo take poſſeſſion of the Forts of Mabe, | 
0 $ound ee them over to the W et > * 


ind conſider: whether. or not 
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A letter from Lord ene dated 0 
0 3, ſtating that Tipps Saib marched to the Weſt- 
Ward the beginning of that month, for hs purpoſe 
of recovering the province of Bidanore, which. had 
lately ſurrendered to Gen. Matthews, and for pre- i 

655 ſerving his other dominions, which he was in dan- 
ger of loſing, by the attacks of his enemies, or 
the revolt of his ſubjects that a body of troops 

Was ſtationed in the Cirears, another in the pro- 

vinces to the Southward of the Coler oon. that the 

Circar tevenues maintained the former, and the 

reſources of the other were drawn” from Tajore, 
and from the revenues collected under the Nabob 


of Arcot's aſſignment, which had at length been 


productive, notwithſtanding the counteraction it 
had met from the Nabob's: officers/ and ſervants—— 
that the aſſignment had 'furniſhed likewiſe ſome 
1 re to Fort Si. George, which were the more 
3 as the remittances from Bengal had by 
no means Rep + ar "_ _ increaſe. of” their 
* eee . 
A letter from Mr. "ey 8060 bier of the 
1 at Anjengo, dated rgth Ju, 1783, giving ; 
an account of the ſucceſs of our army on the 
Alabar Coaſt, particularly of Gen. Sars ſuc- 
ceſs in the attack of Cuddalbre; but that hoſtilities 
had ceaſed, by news arriving of the treaty of Peace | 
between England and Eibes FFF mrs 
The 13th, 14th, 1 5th, and 15th articles of the 
1 Treaty of Peace concluded at Verſallles, 
3d September, 1783, were read for the purpoſe: of 
© thewing that they held forth that protection to Tipp 
Sail, which His own forces could not give him, 
6 = fr Ik having heard of the Preliminary Articles, 
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Re _ of 5 3 1 a peace > 
the -Engh/p. — The \i6th.-article- ſtipulates that, if 
of within the term of four months, the reſpective 
5 allies. of their Britarnic and Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
zeſties ſhall not have acceded to tbe preſent pacifi- 
$i cation, or concluded a ſepatate accommodation, 
85 their faid Maeſtigg ſhall not give them any aſſiſt- 
Aa nce, directly or indirectly, againſt the Britiſb, or 

French poſſeſſions, or againſt the ancient poſſeſſions 
05 345005 their reſpetive allies, ſuch as they were in the 
3; ne T9955 1 rat, Ehagr-445; 
he Counſel _ propoſed to call ſeveral it 
- te neſſes to prove, that all lette 
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ters rote to India, re- 
b. lating to war and Peace, and relating to the re- 
venues, and the government and management of 


the Company's affairs in India, ſubſequent to the 
*; il a nun amt Hows: wo y We ente eee 
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prone 7 e, cotta 8 rm Henry hal appro- | 
12055 Park before they were ſent; but this head of proof 
wn 1 was ſtopped by the Houſe, as dannn. to be 
Sone into, becauſe the fact was notorious. 
The Caunſil then called witneſſes to A e 
8 erſonal. property the Company, are poſſeſſed 
.. bome and abroad, to ſnew their firuation, up to the 
steſt pefiods to which their accounts are mo 
For this purpoſe nag 67-5 fiel * 
Samuel Nicol, Eſq. 10k ben tg „ 
Mr. Jobn Aunis, A uditor of 1 accounts, 3 
iq ba IVilliam Harris, Eig. Treaſurer, . 
0 55 Mr. James Bigger, a Clerk in the Treaſury, : 
were fever ally examined to various articles of 
.;the account; but the Proceeding to a proof of the 
whole account 80 detail was e by t the Houſe ; 
TT e 


= M 


T 35 1 


tete aiifbjent" onen proved that the account 
| which had been printed by the Company and de- 
 Hvered to the Lords was a correct and true accounts 
6 taken from the. Company's books, and from eſti- 
mates made up in · the uſual manner of theſe kind 


pF, accounts; and one of the accounts, ſigned by? 


de Accountant and Anditor,, was delivered and 
laid upon the Lords table, by Which it appeared 
that the balance in favour of the . was 
L.3, 968, 481. 95 3 
The Gonnſel PIES to prove the {nies of 
_ the Company's probable receipts and payments up 
to the 1ſt of March, 1786; but this being alſo 
ſtated in the printed account, the detail of the proof 
was ſtopped, and Mr. Nicol the Accountant” was 
examined in a general manner, and proved the 
1 0 account of en and renne Ang ; 


| The next bead of . was to 1 chat the 
65 eee preſent temporary diſtreſs hath ariſen 


5 from loſſes and expences occationed by the late Eu- 


ropean war. To this purpoſe Mr. Nicol proved that 
the amount of freight and demurrage, exceeding 
the peace - rate of freight and demurrage paid or 


TT eg We” the ann is as follows * — 5 


: That there has already vain cad . 
ceeding a peace freight and demurrage 788, 00 


Ra Extra-freight to become due before 12 0 


iſt of Marthy 1784 380, 000 
e after iſt of March, 1784 740.00 
1 loſt during the was. oc a- 


e by the v wa: 7 
5 aL Thres 


| bs 5 Three ſhips pred by the : Company 
80 0 Public hf | 96349 


*. 
3 { G TS, » 1 2 0 a — 
a9 1 * R 1 * 


'5 


3 f 
DOB * . 


; ed, i of the Company to diſcharge their Fagliſh debts. 
. Nice! proved that there are fifty-five ſhips 

broad, forty-five of which are due in this preſent 
+ 


ö Ahips are provided and paid for, except a draught 


, 1 goes of the ſhips will Produce 1 the” Ay in 
> 7 5 wh A 


| 15 9 5 carried on by the Eaft-India Company was 
ky ſhewn i in a proof. of the number of ſhips and Briiſh 
T fubjects emploved at home and abroad, and the 


2 i « 


5 . 500,000 a year. 


Rss of Bengel in ee to the Preſidencies 
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the buſineſs was omitted, to ſhew the ſtate of the civil and military 


A e of the Indian debts, and for an European inveſtment. | 
0828 e civil and 1 eſtabliſhments are as follows: 2 
| | ae 00 e e s "2,010,000, 


] x 2 2 : N 8 , 4 . 
. * ö WT, bo ) > 4 
) Prargy , + 356,000 
WEIS at th A TY Enie EL Ce TT. 3” 
„. 3.096, ooo 


yevennes, » will res an * 1 8085 45 tap N 
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ks © 5s advantages ariſing to the Public From . 


EIT 
15 0 
2 a it * { . 4 2 


: 45 "Ox Feat 581595: EI 9% } N SOUR 365564 3 
the 5 0 MY Seh Was to ſhew the reſ0urces | 


year, (1783) and 1734; that all the cargoes of theſe 


5 | from China of about £: 680;00c0, and that the car- 


th export of Britiſh manufactures, to the”! amount of 


Proof was given of the exertions made by the I 


Proof was a to have: er Site Fu: in ths ry of 


eſtabliſhments in India, and the ſurplus revenue remaining for the 
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This ſam deducted was the whe 1 Art Company” $ Indian 
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* of 3 


Ys et Bombay and Fort b.. . tomatds the e Mal 
| ratta- war and the war of Hyder 


of A "i f. Fob 9 2 that the money 3 
1 and other ſupplies ſent from Bengal to BF 

© Bombay | from the zoth of. April, 17 78, n 
to the ft of . 7585 amounts” 8 
WS e - 35 e 
Ther the ſupplies at to 1 "56, 

© George from the 21ſt of July, 178% 

to the 3 iſt of December, 1782, 4·. T 5 
mounted o „ rn. ra 34:0 2 2 81954 
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| bret made By Mr. . Hathgi SS erbt Geje- | 
fal of Bengal, and by Mr. Macpberſon, one of the 

Council, entered upon their conſultations dated the 
12th of December, 1782, proved that im provements 
- have been made in the revenues of Bengal, and ſa- 

8 vings in the collections and in the perchaſes of the 
Company! $ Europtan inveſtments, 3 annu- 
e to upwards of L. i, oo, ooo. P 

To diſprove: the charge of mratageteit in the 
revenues, and of Mist endet injurious to the na- 
tives reſpecting the collection thereof, a body of 

written evidence of conſiderable length was laid before 
the Houſe; the particulars whereof; on account of 
their length, are not thought to be material to be 
_ inſerted in this publication. They tended to ſhew 
_. that, after the Company had firſt obtained the 
- Dewannee, they continued for a time the ſame mode 
of collection and adminiſtration which then ſubfiſt» 
ed; but finding that the adminiſtration of the Eng- 
* iſo 1 in the provinces under the Company's imme-. 


"Fl — diate 


4 


1 7 


* 
8 I, 


7 the Dewannee was obtained, had produced a pro- 


petior to the other parts of the provinces, they were 


| + Induced! to extend this mode of adminiſtration 
| 2 throughout. That ſavings were made in the ex- 


g e of collection to the amount of C. 140, ooo 


© a year, and wile regulations adopted for the 


os in which ſeveral meaſures the proſperity and Happi- 
42 neſs of the natives has been conſulted; and their 
pteſent fituation is far ſuperior to what it was under 


7 


. v/ ritten evidence was given, viz. - 


in Bengal. 44 
. November 2 3, 157 e ar” AF SENS of 
- th Governor and Council of Fort William, in Bengal. 


| Governor-General and Council of Bengal. 
A comparative view of the expences of colledting 
| thereyonus inthe Bengal year 1186 to the new 99 8 
"gen: of the revenue-department 1779 —80. 
Regulations for the adminiſtration of juſtice 
| brought to perfection in 1781—on account of their 
© length, a printed copy of the: was 1 ok their 
Lordſhips“ — | 
Tho aue, NY ſes the comp! 4 a ” 4 as sf 


| »/Tiate controul, of which they were poſſeſſed alien - 


eimal beet of juice among the natives of 11d; 


the native governments. — To theſe e the 


August 28, 1771 — Letter from the Court of m. 1 
aucb to the 1 5rd and Councl « Fort Wi mes, 


February 9, 17 $1 —Minates of conſuls a the 


2 ”S Ry >, 


ir 
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intituled, An AG fer eftabliſhing certain Regulations, for 


the better Management af the Territoriss, Revenues, and 
Commerce of this Kingdom in the Eaſt-Indies ;—but, my 


Lords, which a Petition from the Eaft-India Company, 


in conſequence of which, I am now to trouble your 


Lordſhips, ſtares to be a Bill aboliſhing their moſt. valu- 


able privileges, and diſſeiſing them of the; poſſeſſion 


of their property, without any ſpecific acculation; a 
proceeding contrary. to the moſt ſacred right of Britiſh 


ſubjects, that of being heard and tried upon a ſpecific 
charge, before judgment is paſſed Ben them in we 
| caſe whatever. 


And, my Lords, upon an cunt of. 6 nh 6 


| lic concern, and of the laſt conſequence to the Zaft-India 


Company, when not any one favourite right.or peculiar 


privilege is in danger, but their very exiſtence is at : 
ſtake, and a Bill is depending before your Lordſhips, 


to ſubvert, their conſtitution from its foundations, I 
8 to apologiſe for preſuming to appear, for the firſt 


time, at your Lordſhips* bar. This apology is rendered 


more neceſſary, becauſe my preſent appearance is in 


conſequence of the taſk having been declined by a 


Gentleman, in whoſe experience and wiſdom the Eaft- 
India Company would have found the moſt ſtrenuous 


and able ſupport. My Lords, the Gentleman to whom 


I allude, declined to appear againſt the preſent Bill, 
becauſe the time was too ſhort for that preparation. 


Which the i importance of the ſubject required, Under. 


D3 =. 


* * 


M. a it i your Gais to 8 me W "0 
the attention of the Houſe, on t he part of the Eaſt · India 
Company, againſt a Bill upon your Lordſhips' table, 


: burt circumſtances, Thave no doubt but I ſhall receive 
; your Lordſhips? utmoſt indulgence ; and that any fail⸗ 
ings of mine, will be amply compenſated. to the Eaft- 
India * by 5 enen and by the War of 
the Houſe... E „ r STO 12 | 


There is now upon var Lordſhips? table, all the 


1 | evidence which the * Company think it pro- 


ſion. If the Bill before 


per to produce upon this oc 


vour Lordſhips contained any ſpeciſic charge, if it 
ſtated any particular act of delinquency, the evidence 
witch which the Eaſt- India Company have troubled your 

Lordſhips, would have been confined to refute that 


| | charge, and to diſprove that delinquency, Bat when 


es, 


5 -your Lordſhips conſider, that it is the complaint of the 
Bal. Indis Company, that no ſpecific charge is urged 
A gainſt them; but that, if this Bill ſhould paſs into. a 
Law, they will be diſpoſſeſſed of their property, and 
ſttripped of all their rights upon general accuſation, your 
Lordſhips will perceive, that the evidence muſt neceſ- 
' farily' be general in its nature; and I truſt your Lord- 
ſhips will be of opinion, that there has not appeared any 
intention to waſte your Lordſhips* time, or to protract 


the fate of the Bill, by the production of - unnee- Mary 


o T can . your Lordſhips attention, on this im- 


and irrelevant evidence. I deſire to reſt the defence of 
the Eaſt- India Company, againſt any ſuch charge, upon 
the deciſion which your Lordſhips ſhall form, with 
a wipe to that evidence, when your me have 


oy 


Fompared-it-with the occaſion. —_ 
My Lords, the courſe which the Eif-India 5 


f Hick purſued, in not attempting to waſte your Lord- 
Dp time, by the production of inapplicable evidence, 


that courſe ſhall now follow, in treſpaſſing” as ſhortly 


i 
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5 Se.” 
portant occaſion ; and in offering ns obſervations” to 
the Houſe that do not ſtrike me as e Spe 1 
ow the Bill upon the table; 
My Lords, it is not, therefore, my intention to de- 
40 85 the titles of the Eaſt- India Company to their 
| preſent rights and poſſeſſions, through that long ſeries _ 
of Charters, granted by various Monarchs, and con- 
firmed by repeated Acts of Parliament, obtained 
for valuable conſiderations, reaching down from the 
reign” of Queen EAzabelb, almoſt 00 the hour in 
which I addreſs your Lordſhips. It is ſufficient 
for me to know that theſe Charters are evidence, 
upon your Lordſhips* table, of the corporate rights of 
the Faſt-India Company, granted and confirmed, from 
time to time, for great and valuable conſiderations ; 
and that, when your Lordſhips ſhall examine the 
clauſes veſting ſuch rights, you will find they are con- 
veyed to the Zaſt-Ingia Company, in terms as ſtrong 
as language can ſopply, and ſecured by obligations 
as binding as faith can impoſe. Neither will I detail 
to your Lordſhips, what, at different times, Nas been 
the price for which theſe Charters have been granted 
and confirmed. It is not to noble and diſintereſted 
minds, and ſuch I have the honour to addreſs, that ĩt js 
neceſſary to urge conſiderations of a baſe and of a mer- 
cenary nature. Theſe Charters are Solemn Covenants, 
entered into between the Publie and the Eaſt-· India 
Company, which receive their ſacred principle from the 
public faith; and which, whether the Public have 
freely granted, or ſold for a valuable conſideration, 
your Lordſhips will feel to be equally inviolable, un- 
5 1285 it mall Launer tap the pe Rm MAY they 


7r" We mT | ED 
ie a! have been't broken dart of the 
El. Tadia Company. "i, mY e n 
But without recapitulating . various Charters 
| "which the Company poſleſs, or dwelling upon the price 
for which they were obtained, one fact will neceſſarily 
"attract your Lordfhips* attention upon the confideration 
_ of this part of the ſubject. Theſe Charters have each 
been granted for a ſhort and limited term, and renewed 
. ypon the-expiracion of that term. My Lords, for what 
Purpose were they granted for a ſhort and for a limited 
term, but that the State might have the experience of 
_ that rerm to aſcertain whether the powers thus granted 
Were conducive to that purpoſe for which all delegated 
. Powers are neceſſvily granted, and to which they muſt 
ultimately. tend, tlie pablic benefit ? If, therefore, from 
time to time, theſe Charters have been renewed upon 
their expiration, from the firſt Charter down to the laſt 
AQ of Parliament, I am warranted to. aſſert, before 
- your Lordlhips, that they have been renewed upon 
| 18 experience of benefits teſulting to the State, from 
the wiſe adminiſtration of the E2ft-India Company's 
affairs. Nor is this merely reafoning warranted by the 
occaſion. If your Lordſhips will refer to the Preamble 
of each Charter, granted from the reign of Queen Ei- 
© Zabeth, down to that of #/illiem, and from that time, 
| donn to the lateſt period,” you will find, that it ſtands - 
recorded in expreſs terms, that the Eaſt- India Company 
© have long been a corporation, to the” rp rhe to The 


A 


[ 


> ie for ret rol, by the anden of ety * 
"councils, and by the vigour of their arms, had acqui:ed_ 


[ Extenſive 8 on the 8 1 8 Indiftany pre · 
„ 


1 57 T 8 
vious to the yeat 17635 when an event . ODD 
neceſſarily induced a material change in their ſituation 2 


| Your Lordſhips undoubtedly. perceive, I refer tothe 
_ acquiſition, of the Dewannee, and of extenſive terri« 
- rorial . poſſeſſions to which the rights of- ſovereignty 
were annexed. My Lords, it was at that time at 
leaſt plauſible to aſſert, that the powers which the Zaſt- 
India Company poſſeſſed, were granted only for the 
purpoſes of Commerce; and that the Legiſlature could 


not have in its contemplation, to give them the right 
of acquiring territory, and to veſt in them the manage- 


ment of a mighty Empire. In truth, it was a new ſitu- 
ation, and required the moſt ſerious attention of the Le- 
giſlature. Accordingly, ſoon after the acquiſition of the 
. territorial poſſeſſions, an enquiry) Was inſtitutedi into all the 
circumſtances of an event ſo important to the State; all 
the information which could enable the Legillature to de- 
_ cide in what manner theſe territories were acquired, their 
vualue and exent, how, they might moſt advantageouſly 
be governed, was fully communicated ; and the reſult 
was an Act of Parliament, (7th Geo. II. Chap. $7). to 


continue the poſſeſſion and adminiſtration of theſe terri- 
_ tories in the Eꝗſt- India Company, upon the pay ment of 


an annual ſum to the State, of four hundred thouſand, 


pounds, out of the revenues, My Lords, this Act, 


| paſſed, as your Lordſhips perceive, after enquiry 


and deliberation; was to exiſt only for a period of two 


years, undoubtedly, upon the principle I have already 


ſtated to the Houſe, that the experience of that period 


might aſcertain the policy of the Law. My Lords, 


when this Act expired, ſo litcle was the conduct of the 


{i Ea. India Company liable to the charge or the ſuſpi- 


e of enn and ſo Sn did it appear 
5 that 


* 
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nat the exerciſe of commercial with political powers, 
| »nflcad-of being incompatible and ruinous, had proved 
| wiſe and beneficial to the State, that another Act of 
Pathament (9th Geo. II. Chap. 24) paſſed to prolong 
tdis agreement, for a farther period of five years. N 
Lords, this Act, which expired in the year 1979, was 5 
dy ſubſequent Acts continued till the year 1781. 8 
the year 1780, the Company's Charter had expired, ana 
they received the proper notice from the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, that the Public would pay 
off the debt due to them,“ and redeem the excluſve 
| trade.” And nom permit me to draw your Lordſhips* 
E attention to this e fact mn wa er- 5 che b 
Company's Charter. Tor "2 9 
My Lonts, if great and enormous Wuſks had long 
prevailed in the management of the Eoft- India Coe 
pany*s affairs, if reaſon ſuggeſted,” or if experience had 
aſcertained it to be impolitic for the State to continue 
the management of the territorial poſſeſfions in a Com 
| pany of Merchants, now the period was arrived when an y_ 
Meratiog of fy fem might have been made, without an 
injury to public faith, or a violation of private rights, 5 
The contract was at an end, and the parties who had 
| contracted ſtood upon equal and independent terms. 
M/ Lords, it is in evidence before your Lordſhips, i 
that no orders had been tranſmitted from this country, ; 
Important in their nature; nor had any material event 
taken place in India fince the year 1773, but what had 
been regularly communicated to his Majeſty's Miniſters. 
| The: Legiſlature; therefore, was appriſed; through the 
| ee Nan oral channel, of the actual ſtate of the Ea. 
India Company, and of their management, as well in 
India as in 5 Is it then conliſtent to ſuppoſe, 'or 
| Ne FE h Re rather, 


\ 
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miller, is it not a libel upon the aide ah juſtic of 
the coufitry to ſuggeſt, that in the year 178, the 
Legiſlature ſhould, for a valuable conſideration; paſs an 
Act, to continue, for ten years longer, the Charter of 
the Eaſt-India Company, and that, in the year 1783, 
upon the ground of that information which they poſ- 
ſeſſed in the year 1781, they ſhould paſs another Act to 
violate all the rights conferred. by that Charter, and 
confirmed by that Act of Parliament? If diſorders had 
at that time exiſted, conſtituting the neceſſity, which is 
the principle of the preſent Bill, the Legiſlature could 
never have renewed, for a period of ten years, the 
Charter of the Eaſt-India Company, who had been 
guilty of ſuch groſs and dangerous miſmanagement; 
but, on the contrary, they renewed that Charter, ccn- 
firming all the rights of the Eaſt-· India Company, in the 
moſt expreſs and abſolute terms; and, my Lords, L 
| am therefore warranted to conclude, that in the year 
1781, when the Charter was leſt renewed, there exiſted 
no neceſſity of the nature now alledged; and that, 
_ conſequently, that period of time, during which the 
diſorders have taken place, conſtituting the neceſſity, is 
from the year 1781 to the preſent time. To this con- 
tracted period, your Lordſhips' attention muſt therefore 
be-confined ; and, my Lords, many and great-diſorders 
indeed muſt be crouded into this little ſpace, to ware 
rant ſuch a meaſure as the preſent Bill. 8 
My Lords, I am therefore to e that your 
Lordſhips will bear in mind, that the rights which the 
Eaſt- India Company poſſeſs, and which the Bill upon 
your Lordſhips' table has, for its purpoſe, to. deſtroy, 
de net rights merely derived from ancient Charters, 


| granted 4 to! "oh Ay of the territorial 
| "Pm 
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| poſſcfiions, but contin ed to them at a period long * 
W quent co the acquiſition of thoſe, poſſeſſions, renewed 
| and. confirmed. to them for a valuable conſideration, ſo 

Alte as the year. 17813 and, my Lords, the Eaft-India 
« Company claim, for the protection of their rights, the 
4 ON of an A& of Parliament paſſed, in that year. 
. Having troubled Four Lordſhips with theſe general 
TOS Ew upon the various Charters of which the 
[Company have been poſſeſſed, and the different act. 

| of Parliament confirming them, it may be proper to 

| ftace, to your Lordſhips, What is the ſyſtem conſtituted 
by theſe Charters, which, by the preſent Bill, your 
Lordihips are called upon, not to regulate and reform, 
| Lou utterly, to. annihilate and deſtro ... cot 
"My Lords, the ſyſtem for the mana ment 7 the 
n kee Company” s affairs, is, in che general outline, 
that which 1 ſhall immediately ſtate to your Lordſhips, 
The executive government is in the hands of twenty - 
four Directors, poſſeſſing a conſiderable ſtake · in the 
general fund, and elected by a majority of the Proprie- 
[tors di mbied for that particular purpoſe, . They con- 
fticute the ordinary executive government of the Zaft- 


or the adminiſtration of its ack ©. 
The Proprietors, at large, poſſeſs a right of 1 


inſpect the ſtate of theit accounts, to watch over the 
conduct of their ſervants, to enquire into the manage- 
1 of their affairs, and to exerciſe, where they, think 
t fir, a controul over the Court of Directors. Thus, 
my Lords, ſtood, with various internal regulations, the 
conſtitution of the Eoft- India Company ; the Directors, 
* vel ag 9 and removable by them, 
| 77 conſtituting | 


851 


Baia Company, aſſembling, almoſt from day to days - P 


bling from time to time, in their general Courts, to 


0» 


f & 1 
the executive government, and the Pro- 
prietors poſſeſſing controul over all proceedings.” My 1 
Lords, this ſyſtem exiſted, undergoing ſome minute 
alterations as the change of circumſtances rendered 
neceſſitry, from the firſt inſtitution of the Eaſt. India ] 
Company till the year 1773 Hand your Lordſhips ay 
not perhaps think it politic to deſtrey, without any 
confideration, a ſyſtem under which the Eat Aude | 
Company has grown'vp to its preſent ſize and ſtrength 2 | 
nor to treat, as contemptible arid abſurd, principles of if 
government which have enabled'it to perform fuch ma- | 
terial ſervices to the State, and to acquire an empire 
which, in this ſeaſon of public calamity, the nation 
ſondly conſiders as the moſt 1 e poſſeſſions Wen 
remain for its fupport. a 
In the year 1773 an A& of Patti grell 
dards by the name of the Regulating Act, intro- 
duced material changes into the ſyſtem I have de- 
ſcribed. In order to give a principle « of ſtability, to 
their adminiſtration, the Directors who were eligible 
_ annually were to be elected for four years; to prevent 
colluſive transfers for the purpoſe of the day, the right 
of voting at the election for Directors, and in the ge⸗ 
neral Courts to which every proprietor poſſeſſed: 0 
five hundred pounds of ſtock was entitled, was. now 
reſtricted to the proprietors of one thouſand pounds 0 f 
and the term of ſix months for the poſſeſſion of that 
ſtoek, as neceſſary to enable them to vote, was extends 
ed to the term of one year. But without detaining 
your Lord ſhips with an exact enumeration of all the 


* 


proviſions of the Act, unneceſſary for the preſent pur 
; __ meV, is one clauſe which: I feel to be T6 material 


LEE ; 


iy t! rouble your”  Loiditigs wi 
"= ava it at dc 


And the Court of Directors of 1 faig Cos 1 


et their ſueceſſors ſnall, and they are hereby directed and 


t xequired from time to time, before the expiration of 


* * 


© fourteen days after the receiving of any ſuch letters ; 
| © or advice, to give in and deliver unto the High _ 


Freaſuret or Commiſlioners of his Majeſty” $_Trea- 


6 « ſury for the time being, a true and exact copy of fuch _ 

« parts of the ſaid tere or advices as ſhall any way 

|< Telate'ro the managt ment of the revenues of the ſaid = 

= cc Company and in like manner to give in and deliver - 
to one of bis Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State 4 

G fox the time being, a true and exact copy of all ſuen 


„4 parts of the id letters or advices as ſhall any way re- 


late to the civil or military affairs and government of 


the ſald Company 5 all which copies mall be fairly ; 


| te rectors of the ſaid Company,” 152 #L 


Thus your Lordſhips perceive, 1955 ass tis 1 . 


| | & written, and ſhall be ſigned oy two or r more of the DE 


[x77 3 there has exiſted a ſuperintending power in the 


[executive government of this country over the admi- 
Iniſtration of affairs in India; and that all abuſes which | 5 
have exiſted ſince that period, down to the preſent time, RE 
muſt have been known to his Majefty* s Miniſters, un- 

licſs that has happened, of which there is no charge 


againſt the Company, that the information enjoined 


Cioully withheld. * 227 


e 1 * 
= 7 
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[by this Act to be e bas Verne contuma- 5 


My Lords, in the Act of Ste Mich. b paſſed. 
| n the year 1781, this power of ſuperintendence is con- 
Pnued and enlarged; and by the clauſe which I ſhall 
now read t to ona Lordſhips, an abſolute controul is 
| | given 


. 


given over all matters that relate to rranſaQions winks 


 -the-- country-powers, or to war and peace. 
And be it further enacted, by the authority — 

Hf « ald, that the Court of Directors of the faid United 

Company ſhall, and they are hereby required and 


S + directed to deliver to the Cochmiſſioners of his 


« <« Majefty? s: Treaſury, or any three or more of e 
C for the time being, or to the High Treaſurer for 
the time being, copies of all ſuch letters and orders 
| «, as ſhall or may any way relate to the eee 

e the revenues of the ſaid United Company, waa at 


i days at leaſt before the ſending or diſpatching, of; 


« ſuch. letters and orders. reſpectively; and in like 
* manner ſhall deliver to one of his Majeſty's, Principal: - 


| [ Secretaries of State, copies. of all ſuch letters and, 


166 orders as ſhall or may any Way relate to the 22 
Go. and military. affairs and. government of the ſaid 
C2 United Company, to any of their ſervants i in India; 5 
and ſuch copies ſhall be ſigned by two or more of the 
Directors of the ſaid United Company; and that the 
Directors of the ſaid United Company ſhall, and Le 
«c are hereby required to pay due obedience to, and 
« ſhall be governed and bound by ſuch inſtructions as 
= they. ſhall receive from his Majeſty. by one of . 


Fe Majeſty” S. Principal Secretaries of State, ſo. far as re- 
« Jates to the conduct of the ſaid United Company, 


« and their. Governors, Preſidents, and Councils re- 


7 ſpectively with the country- powers in the Eat. 1 


Indies; and alſo to the levying war and making 


& peace, in ſuch order as the ſaid Court of e 5 


& ſhall thenceforth give to the Governor and Council 
« of their Preſidency of Fort William, in Bengal, and 


| | «c * allo to their Preſident and Council 1 in the other ſet - 
tlements 


— to, 2 5 | 
$3 "I 
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| Actlements beate pe b. de 55 b 
N Company: Provided, mevertholeſey: that in caſe 1 


Secretary of State, to whom the copies of ſuch let- 
_ *ters- aforeſaid ſhall be delivered, - thall not, within 
| — after the delivery thereof, communicate 
1 ſuch orders and inftr 
to the ſaid Court of Directors, then and in ſuch caſe 
it ſhall and may be law ful for the ſaid Court of Di- 
— reftors"r to difpateh' and ſend fuch orders to their 
e in wu in len manner aa dbey aa _ 


uAions: as aforeſaid in writing 


60 
1 aire Ho n OX 32 . 


With theſt” powers of e . e ; 
iges in the exredive government of this country, 
the Valuable intereſts of the nation, as far as they are 

cbimected with the proſperity of the Eaft=India Com- 
d but by the culpable negle& of 
thoſe whoſe mifcondu& moſt equally affect every other 

Part of the empire. If. therefore, the rights which the 
Ea India Company poſſes cannot be exerciſed to pre -· 
Jaqdicial ends without the concurretice of the executive 
government, there already exiſts that power of con- 
trobl which is neceſſary to the purpoſe of ſelf preſer- 
5 vation; and where is the neceſſity to deſtroy theſe. 


rights, | which is the object of the Bill vpon your 
8 a 7 7 


paß y. cannot be ir 3 


1 ordſhips table? My Lords, in the mx place, it i 
5 Il co aboliſh the Comt of Directors 


My Lords, upon what neceſſity ſtated in A en . 
ble of this Bill, and apparent to your Lordihips, is the 
executive government of the Eaſt- India Company thus 
arbitrarily to be deftroyed ? What are the charges 
alledged againſt the Court of Directors in Juſtification | 
of ſuch a meaſure ? ? 25 may ſafely, my Lords, aſſert, 


n the 9 even of f their accuſers, that the Di- 
- rectors 


1 6 7 


7 of the Eaft-India Company have sc 
their ſervants in India ſuch orders as are honourable 
proofs of their morality and wiſdom. It is in.evidenes- 
upon your Lordſhips table, that they have not only 
ſtrictly obeyed the proviſions of the Act of Parliament 
commanding them to communicate certain information, 
relative to their affairs, to the proper officets of the 

Cron, named in the Act; but that they have even 
 gofſe beyond the line of their duty, and in their zeab 
event ſhould take place in India, which might ulti- 
_ mately affect the intereſts of this country in conſe- 
quence of orders, unknown to his Majeſty's Miniſters, | 

they have regularly conferred. with them upon every: . 
important occaſion; and when I. was. prepared to call 


WM the evidence of the different Gentlemen who have , 


filled the chair of the Iudia Company. from the time of” ; 
paſſing the regulating Act to the preſent day, in order a 
to prove this fact, your Lordſhips were ſpared the trou- | 
ble of hearing ſuch evidence, by the Houſe conſenting. | 
to admit it as a truth. In this part of their conduct, 

the Court of Directors are therefore entitled to the 

praiſe, and to the commendation of your Lordſhips. . 


But if it ſhall be urged againſt the Directors of the 


. Eaft-India Company, that they have not recalled thoſe. | 
ſervants of the Company who have diſobeyed their or- 
ders, let this charge be enquired. into; and if guilty of 
a criminal. negligence, in the execution of a public. 
truſt, they, are amenable in their perſons to the tribu- 
nals of the country, and are individually anſwerable 
for their miſconduct. But in the peculiar inſtance” of. 
the tecal of Mr. Haſtings, the Court of Directors, id 
W to the Wen of che Houſe of Commons, | 


OR 


Y ER n voted | 


2 


1 66 J 


: FRM his cal ; and if there i is W in + having conti- 
mued him in his preſent KID the. Court of Pro- F 


Preſs are alone to be cenſured, 
My Lords, with reſpect to PR 1 Ano. it is 


. true, boaſt to your Lordſhips of the ſame implicit 
. xeverence and dutiful aſſent to the reſolution of the 
- Houſe of Commons. It is undeniably true, that after 
2 reſolution had paſſed. that Houle, declaring i it to be 
the duty of the Court of Directors to recal . Mr. 

Haſtings, and, that a majority of the Court of Directors, 
in conformity to ſuch reſolution, actually voted his re- 
| cal, that the Court of Proprietors interpoſed, and pre- 

: vented the Court of Directors from. carrying that reſo- 
1 lution into effect. But what is the extent of the pre- 
ſent charge? T hat they have diſobeyed a reſolution of 
the Houle of Commons. I ſtand upon. conſtitutional * 
| ground, and 1 aſſert the privileges of every Britiſh 
| ſubject, when 0 contend that obedience was not a duty 
upon ſuch an occaſion, They were only bound to re- 
ſpect the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons in-as- 


much as it agreed with the dictates of their own rea- 


Jon. If the Court of Proprietors paſſeſs a right ta 
controul the Couit of Directors, it is mockery to ſay, 
that the exerciſe of that right, ſhall not attend the 
poſſeſſion of it. Will your Loldſbigs conſider What a 


daring outrage | is offered to the Cooftitution, by thoſe 


who contend, that a reſolution of. the Houle. of, Com- 


mons is binding in itſelf? What becomes of the 


boaſted right. of peritioning }. Could the Zaft- India 
Company have petitioned ag gainſt this reſolution of the 
7 Houſe of Commons ? No; bet they had attempted ſuch 
4 meaſure, they would have been told, A reſolution 


#44 a 


64 of ths Houſe 5 Commons, is. büt! Preparatory to. a, Bill; 


* p 5 ay? Aa fo aa 
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ind Shes that is TOE in, you ſhall be heard at 2 | 
bar of this Houſe in defence of your conduct. But 8 
would be the groſſeſt tyranny and oppreſſion, if, 
cauſe the Court of Proprietors, conſidering the Hes 
courſe of the adminiſtration of the laws, "have waited 
for chat period when a Bill ſhould be brought into the 
Houſe of Commons, grounded upon the reſolution, 
then to make their defence, and to thew that they 
have conſcientiouſly and wiſely exerciſed a right which 
they lawfully poſſeſſed, the Bill ſhall not afford ehem 
that opportunity, and diſobedience to. the reſolution 
all be neceſſarily conſtrued into an act of delin- 
quency. If this deEtrine be juſt, the journals of the 
Houſe of Commons are the ſtatute books of the land z 
and to Wat purpoſe 1 is it neceſſary for your Lordſhips | 
"Wop afſemble ? But ſentiments like theſe will meet with 
the reprobation they deſerve ; and whether the Court 
of Proprietors have done right or wrong in reſiſting 
the reſolution of the Houſe of Conne is a que. 
that your Lordſhips will feel to depend upon à full 
inveſtigation of all the circumſtances which induced 
that reſiſtance. My Lords, 1 am warranted to ſay, 
that it is the earneſt deſire of the Court of Proprietors 
that theſe circumſtances ſhould be accurately and fairly 
enquired into, and that the conduct of Mr. Haſtings 
may receive a full and open diſcuſſion. i With reſpect to 
Mr. Haſtings. himſelf, ſuch an inveſtigation. is the 
| warmeſt wiſh of his ſoul. Let him meet his accuſer, 
and day-light ſhall be his only prayer. But do not let 
him periſh by dark and ſecret accuſations, brooded 
over and hatched in holes and corners! Nor deprive 
him of that benefit, which the moſt atrocious criminal 
cannot ES: the benefit of a fair and impartial trial. 
X E 2 | " = 
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TOY my cc de day will, 1: truſt, arrive, when 
that trial ſhall take} place; when the accuſer ſhall face 
the actuſed : when aſſertion ſhall yield to proof, and 

_ Hilſkood be Gilenced with ſhame. Soon or late the 
eee oppteſſion ſhall. ente, the tide f 
ati een n oppreſſors; and the 

dual, ſhall find 3 friend in 


ASH 19. ?äͥ 4 367 
ad 5 55 that * en of Pro- 
7m ns in 28 preſent inſtance, -ioproperly 
k Thins Mr. Haſtings in his government, in op- 
position to the reſolution of the Houſe of. Com- 
mons, why is not a Bill introduced to enforce that reſo· 
lution? Mr. Haftings holds his ſituation under an Act 
of Parliament, and may be removed, from it by the 
fame means. The power that created can deſtroy. An 
Improper exerciſe of the right would conſtitute a ner 
ceſſity adequate to the principle of ſuch. a Bill, but can 
never juſtify the enormous violation which the preſent ; 
Bill attempts. Or even, if the poſſeſſion of ſuch a 
right were deemed incompatible with the public wel- 
fare, 2 Bill to take away this power of controul would 
N be the utmoſt extent of violation, Which the moſt ap- 
FE parent neceſſity af ſuch a cafe could warrant... But the 
Bill upon your Lordſhips“ table is a general abolition of 
L all the rights of the Zaſt India Company; adh it is but 
mockery and inſult in thoſe who aſſert, that this Bill 
| - does not confi ſoate their property, but only commits 
the adminiſtration of it to thoſe. who will manage it 
for them Vith the moſt advantage. It was not the ob- 
Jeck o of che Charters of the  Eaft-Indja Company to be- 
7982 . bat to anner . the omg 
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property, and to ſecure that poſſeſſion 3 and by the 
preſent Bill all theſe rights are de ſtroyed, and the poſs | 
ſeſſion of their property abſolutely; wreſted from them. 
HFaving ſaid thus much with regard to the conduct 
of the Court of Proprietors, in the inftance of — 
reſiſted: the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, 1 
fhali next advert to ſome general objections that have 


been urged againſt the exiſtence of this Court; not 


ſtating any abuſe of its powers, but defects in its for- 
mation; and alledging evils to exiſt in its conſtitution, 
which are urged as arguments for its extinction. It has 
been aſſerted, that the Court of Proprietors, wit 
being able to poſſeſs, from the nature . nn | 
any correct knowledge of their own political 
mercial corcerns, have it in 4 to interfere, 
from time to time, with the management of the Court 
of Directors, and by frequent and factious meetings 
to diſtract their attention, and controul them in the ea? 
erciſe of powers for which they muſt be ultimately re- 
ſponſible. Whether this power has been impraperly 
made uſe of, I appeal to experience, the moſt unexcep- 
tionable teſtimony upon this occaſion. If the inſtances, 
in which the Court of Proprietors have interfered with 
the Court of Directors, could be in evidence upon”. 
your Lord ſhips' table, it would moſt plainly appear, 
that they are neither ſo numerous as to afford any 
ground for the objection, nor of a nature to prove any 
improper controul. But the advantages reſulting fam 
the exiſtence of ſuch a Court. muſt be obvious and ap- 
parent to your Lordſhips, © In every government in 
which there is neceſſary tendency to corruption, and 
which no laws can altogether reſtrain; that is a wiſe 


© ſ TOY on > which impoſes numerous checks; 3 
13 KAT. which 


which ſubje 8 diſcuſſion; oh 
ke the light of day all the, tranſactions of Power, 
and expoſes tlie ir 11 eee it to he publ. 
eye. cr) - e pare . A 1 i 2 oo furs 
Thus far ate the 3 e — to be 
juſtified upon principles of policy and wiſdom. But 
it is ſaidꝭ the Court of Proprietors is, in truth, no longer 
What it originally was, an aſſembly of plain and honeſt 
nm. we together to debate upon commer- 
cCial concert ivering their opinions fairly and 
evnſtientiouly with regard 6 the es nt poſſeſs 
ent da Fs of emo claſſes of men; one Lek jab | the! 
dada Na to ee ee Without 
any regard to the intereſt of the Company: That 
in this Court the ſervants of the Company preclude 
All enquiry into their on conduct, and acquit 
themſelves, When accuſed; by diſtributing corruptix 
the fruits of their guilt to thoſe who are to try N 
them; and, in effect, by fitting in judgement upon 
themſelves,. It is undoubtedliy impoſ ible, under a 
45 popular form of government, to exclude every perſon 
As come with: corrupt views, and aſſemble with 
bad intentions. But it is ſufficient for your Lordſhips 
to be eise that theſe are objections which muſt 
Prevail in ſome degree againſt all ſuch forms of 
government, and that ſuch diſorders are the price of 


1 


che advantages they afford. That they do not prevail 5 
in any inordinate degree, I may ſafc ly affirm, when no 
| proof whatever-is before your Lordſhips even to aſcer- 
rain their-exiſtence, and they ate ſupported only by the 


of Rs _ NG Bill. But if the 
eriſtence 


Fl 
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_ exiſtence of partial diſorders in any” ſyſtem can juſtify 
a total ſubverſion of it, where is the ſyſtem of governs. 
ment that can exiſt? ¶ Let me ſuppoſe, merely for the 
purpoſe of argument, and what your Lordſhips will 
ſee is but a wild chimera, ſimilar objections to have 
been urged againſt that Houſe through which this Bill 
has paſſed, Let me imagine it to have been ſaid: (how | 
falſely, it muſt ftrike your Lordſhips ) The Houſe of 
Commons is no longer what the conſtitution intended 
1. to bes an aſſembly of upright and independent Se- 
: holding their ſeats by the tenure of ſubſtantial 5 


F 1 
b pepe and meeting to deliberate upon national con- 
cerns honeſtly and conſcientiouſly, from regard to the 
welfare of their country, but a concourſe of factious 
and irtereſted men, aſſembling with private vie ys. At 
is a field where hoſtile factions are drawn up in array 
againſt each other, and where hirelings and mercenaries 
carry on a war of plunder for the ſpoils of the country. ; 
They aſſemble from day to day to diſtract the attention, 
and to weaken all the efforts of the executive govern- 


went, while the ſervants of the public rule by bribery 


and corruption, and by ſitting in judgement upon them- 
pint ſet at defiance enquiry or puniſhment.” 4, 
My Lords, theſe are objections exactly ſimilagitin 
their nature to thoſe which have been urged againſt the 
General Court. They are idle, it is true; but even if 
they were well founded, What would be your Lord- 
ſhips? feelings, if a Bill were to be introduced into this | 
Houſe, not to corre& and reform theſe abuſes, but to 

| . that branch of the Legiſlature where they exiſt? 
After having laid before your Lordſhips the neceſ- 
faty evidence i in ſupport of their rights, the Z9ſt- India 


ee produced various accounts to aſcertain the 
| . 4 . 


RY. .- p 

T* etent H beir peffefhöns and property, in the 
Be place, to ew your Lordſhips, that no danger tothe = 
-pbbliccredir, arifingfrom the diſtreſs of their ſituation, can 
"conſtitute aneceffity for the preſent Bill; and in the next, 
that in cafe any neceſſity, of Which they are nöt aware, 
keſders the ſeiſute of theit property unavoidable for the 
public welfare; e ee 60 may know the extent of 
that property, in order to meaſure the 5 70 
which the Cot ipany mu receive; — O14 77 Ti 
e J ſhall not weary your Lordfhips attohtion ch a re- 


time, have deeiniahitls by the 
different . powers te to the! Eaft-1#d:s Company... It 


Terdſhips to ts account "2020s your table, entitled, 


General State of the Affairs of the Eaſt- India Company, 
and to which the fignature of their Accountantis affixed, 
In that account, nn Lordſhips will find the Company's 
landed property, excluſive of the territorial revenues, 
produces an annual income of about eight hundred and 
eighity· one thouſand pounds; a property to which the 
Public does not pretend to have any claim. With re- 
ſpect to the territorial poſſeſſions, which yield an annual 
revenue of about one million eight hundred and thirty- 
eight thouſand pounds (ſubject to the charges of ma- 
5 nagement) in the proſits of which the State have, from 
time t0 time, partici ipated; how thoſe territorial poſſeſſions 
were acquired, - is a queſtion vpon which 1 am not now 
to trouble your: Lordſhips, nor in whom the right to 
them may ultimately veſt. Thus much, at leaſt, is 
certain, that Tam warranted to preſume they were fairly 
and honourably acquired, becauſe the State, upon full 
Fonſideratinn of the Os. has not thought | proper ta 
gp! FITS | Dog ' paſs 
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6 ys any cenſure upon thoſe who made that acquiſition 3 
but, on the contrary, to continue the territorial peſſeſ- 
ſions in the management of the India Company, and 
themſelves to partake of the advantages reſulting. from 
them. Neither is it material to conſider in whom the right 
Will ultimately veſt; for this much muſt be acknow- 
edged, that, during the continuanee of the preſent Char- 
ter, the Z2/ft-India Company have a valuable term in 
| thoſe poſſeſſions; and that, upon the expiration of this 
term, if they ſhall be adjudged, by due courſe of Law, 
to belong to the State, the Eaſ- India Company will 
have a claim upon the Public for their neceſſary diſ- 
baurſements in the acquiſition of them. But it is ma- 
terial, that your Lordſhips ſhould know and conſider, that 
all the advantages and benefits reſulting from the acquiſi- 
tion of theſe territories, have been hitherto, in effect; ta 
the State, and not to the Eaſt- India Company. Vour 
_ + Lordfhips have it in evidence before you, that they were 
acquired by the Eaſt-· India Company, at an expence of 
upwards of five millions ſterling; that they have paid 
to the State, from time to time, by way of participation, 
upwards of two millions, whilſt they have only received 
one million four hundred thouſand pounds; and the 
territorial acquifitions ſtand indebted to the trading ſtock 
of the Eaſt- India Company, in the Tum of three millions 
fix hundred thouſand pounds, excluſive of any intereſt up- 
on the various ſums expended. But theſe are not the only 
| advantages which havereſultedtothe State from the acqui- 
ſition of the territorial poſſeſſions. During a period of if= 
teen years, ſubſequent to the acquiſition of theſe poſſeſſions, 
compared with a like period previous thereto, there ap- 
pears to be an inereaſe, in the annual amount of cuſtome 


5 "a e * three hundred thouſand pounds. 
5 Beides 
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2Befiles the Company's: landed property Heeady TY 
andd the territorial revenues in Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſa, 
they poſſeſs territorial reyenues upon the Coaſt of Caro- 
manuel, upon vhich the Public have no claim, and 


| which, with the Northern Circars, amount to an an- 


nual income (ſubject to the charges of management) 
bf three eee and Miley: eee Tue : 
froin F. lara: to-a further clear income of 8 5 
per annum, nine hundred and ſixty- two thouſand pounds; 
the. ſubſidy paid by the Rajah of Tanjour, per annum, one 
hundred and fixty thouſand pounds; the ſubſidy paid 
by the Nabob of Hrcot, per annum, two hundred thou - 
fand pounds; annual revenue from ſalt in Bengal, 
About four hundred and fiſty thouſand pounds; annual 
amount of cuſtoms in Judia, two hundred thirty-ſix 
| thonfand three hundred and fixty-ſeven pounds; making 
| @ total of annual income, (the Company's landed pro- 
perty before ſtared: and the territorial revenues in Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriſſa incluſive) of five. millions ſeyenty- 
feven thouſand three hundred and. ſixty⸗ſeven thouſand 
pounds. And upon the neareſt calculation, the peace 
eſtabliſhment of all expences, payable out of theſe 
revenues, will not exceed: three millions . ninety «fix 
thouſand pounds per annum: ſo that the remaining 
ſuplus will be applicable to the Went of Rebe 0 
the purchaſe of cargoes for A 
But it may be ſaid, Lell us not wr Fr, hes oC 
your grants, andtheextent. of your poſſeſions—Are you 
not in a ſtate of bankruptcy/and ruin; unable to pay 
the duties which you owe to the Public, and incompe- 
tent to diſcharge the debts which are due from you to 
ndivi ne The publis welfare, eflentially connected 
with 


7 


197 


Wich your proſ er ty, 1s endangered by your avian | 
ment. It is become neceſſary for the Legiſlature to 
interpoſe, in order to protect the State; and in vain are 


_ your Charters: urged againſt an interpoſition, Which 


your own miſconduct has rendered unavoidable. What 


are theſe feeble ligaments with Which you would bing 
down the public arm, when: raiſed for the purpoſe of 
ſelf· preſervation? Shame upon the paltry plea! Les, 
my Lords, ſname be the portion of thoſe WhO ſhall - 
contend before your Lordſhips, that private rights are 
not to be poſtponed to the public ſafety, or that the 
intereſt of individuals is to impede the national welfare. 
It is not in the preſence of your Lordſhips that I ſhall 
argue, that in a caſe of clear and imminent. neceſſity, 
5 adequate to the principle of this Bill, | the Charters of 
the Haſt· India Company can arreſt its progreſs. Com- 
pared with ſuch a neceſſity, they are, as they have been 
called, but wax and parchment indeed ! Wherever the 
State has granted excluſive rights and privileges, for 
a. valuable conſideration, if, from the operation of 
cauſes unknown, or not exiſting at the time of making 
ſuch grant, they become inconſiſtent with the public 
ſaſety, they may, and they ought to be revoked upon 
adequate compenſation, and no Act of the State 
gan ſtand in the way of dach revocation, for. the 
State cannot, in any inſtance, diveſt itſelf of the 
weane of ſelf. preſervation. I therefore throw. behind 
me the Charters of the Eaſt- India Company, and ad- 
vance to that ground upon which the advocates for this 
Bill chooſe to reſt it the ground of public neceſliry, 
MIR with the principle of the Bill. 
Berz in e denen to che e of: 15 rights 
n 


_ 


es wichtel, vai Lori fps will um 
edly require the neceſſity to be —— ä ib proof | 
be clear and uncle niable. Where are the proofs of any 
neceſſitn exiſting, to juſtify the preſent Bill? Are the 
facts Which conſtitute this alledged neceſſity ſtated in the 
My Lords, the preamble ſtates, That Whereas 
& giſorders of ar alarming nature and magnitude, have 
long prevailed, and do ſtill continue and increaſe, in 
1 the management of che territorial poſſeſſions, the re- 
e venues, and the commerce of this kingdom, in the 
4 Eaſt· Iudies; by means whereof, the proſperity of the 
& natives hath. been greatly diminiſhed, and the valu- 
«6 able intereſt of this nation hens ſaid territorial poſſeſ- 
105 ions, revenues, and commerce, have been materially 
<6 impaired, and would orodably fall into utter ruin if 
. an Sn . ee ee were not . 
606 « yided——" a Tote 
And now, my ſoot permit me to — n - 
ag to aſk your Lordſhips, whether, upon a pre- 


Y amb-c couched in ſuch vague and general terms, contain- 


ing no ſpecific aceuſation, ſuggeſting no poſitive charge, 
ry is poſñible your Lordſhips, conſulting your own dig- 
nity, and reſpecting the honour of your proceedings, can 
diſpoſie; the - Eaft-India Company of their property, 
Violate all their rights, and overthrow a fabric of goyern- 
il ment, which, during a period of near two centuries, has 
| ftood the teſt of time, xl ap nk AGmerons? ocks 
1 of adverſe fortune? te e e er 
b That diforders e be ie in wile: EF 
4 of the Eaſt- India Company's affairs, it is not for me to 
1 1 20 857 wilt Faſk Fer Loreſhips where is the 

| governmens 


* 
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E 
government in which diſorders do not prevail: but, if 
diſorders exiſt ſo numerous and alarming as to conſtitute 
the neceſſity for this Bill, is it not eaſy to-ſpecify what 
are theſe diſorders The greater is the neceſſity, the 
more is it ſuſceptible of proof. It is an abſurdity to 
alledge, that diſorders exiſt ſo great and numerous as to 
Call for the interpoſition of the Legiſlature, to annihilate 
all the rights of the Eaſt- India Company; and yet, that 
the Legiſlature cannot condeſcend to any one e 
e hi or prefer any poſitive charge. 
But, my Lords, admitting that diſorders bad pre- 
vailed, and to the extent deſcribed, is the preſent Bill 
khat fitting remedy which your Lordſhips ought to ap- 
ply? Do the crimes of individuals conſtitute the miſ- 
conduct of the Corporation itſelf? and if diſorders exiſt, 
are not the Laws in being adequate to correct them, if 
properly enforced? The ſame evidence which would 
enable your Lordſhips to vote the exiſtence of theſe 
diſorders, would be a, juſt ground to proceed upon 
againſt the authors of them, by warranting an addrefs 
om your Lordſhips to the Crown, to order a proſecu- 
_ tion, at the inſtance of the State, againſt thoſe wha, 
_—_— been placed in reſponſible ſituations; 'by their 
criminality or neglect have endangered the public pof- 
ſeſſions. But without even a foe allegation of the 
inſufficiency of the Laws in being, without a proſecu- 
tion againſt any one of thoſe who have offended againſt 
ſuch Laws, without an attempt to carry their proviſions 
into effect; your Lordſhips are called upon to repeat 
them, upon no other ground, than i chat ey 
have not been obeyed. | TR. 
WT To mod; in general derne the n even of 
a - 0165 ee 
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FX] 


breat da: ng fois f in the management ot 
4 diſtant part of che empire, is not to eſtabliſh that 


neceſſity which alone. can "Induce your Lordfhips | to 


pals the preſent Bill. Such diſorders are inſeparable 
from the condition of things; they exiſt 1 in the ne- 
celſity of the ſituation, and are, to a certain extent, 


| incurable by human wiſdom. The preſent Bill can- ; 
not eradicate theſe evils from their native ſoil ; but i it 


may indeed tfaniplant them to a fruitful bote bed, 


where they will flouriſh and grow rank for every 
deadly purpoſe; to taint the eſſence of the conſtitu- 


tion; to poiſon the ſource of freedom; to, deſtroy 


the "independence of Parliament; and to bring on 
that event which, it has been foreboded, if it mall 
ever n rouſt prove the ruin of our liberties, the 
7 legiſlative more corrupt than the executive power. 
If the diſorders abroad have increaſed from the cor- 
ruption of the government at home, what is the cure 


propoſed by the preſent Bill? To aboliſh the Gene- | 


ral Court; to annihilate the Court of Directors; and 
to commir the charge of this corrupt government 


into the hands of ſeven perſons named in the Bill, 


upon this wiſe and eſtabliſhed principle, That the dif- 


ficulties of corruption are in an inverſe ratio to the 


number to be corrupted! 1 


Tf the preamble to the Bill Kent] your bY 9s OY 


140 ſtated any poſitive. charge, the Eaſt⸗ Iudia Com- 


pany would have had it in their. power, to defend 


themſelves againſt that charge, and your... Lordſhips 
to determine upon the evidence with reſpect to the 


truth of it. My Lords, 1 feel the objection, in itſelf, 


to be ſufficient againſt the. Bill, that it contains no 
Tuch charge; but, anxious to diſperſe any doubts 


which 


1 


; d may exiſt in your Lordſhips' minds, and de- 
firous to afford every information to the Houſe upon 
the actual ſtare of their affairs, the Eaft-India Com- 
pany have.combated the preamble to this Bill with 
the only evidence by which it could be oppoſed; ac- 
counts to diſprove the concluſion drawn from the 
general aſſertions it contains, that the valuable in- 


tereſts of this nation, in the territorial oſleſſions, 


revenues, and e ee e c to a rohe 
| of ruin. | 


he account which i oſt nga eg 0 


| a your Lordfhips' attention; is that entitled, A 
L general State of the affairs. We the Hatt India Come 
11 


(here they originated is unknown) but aſſer- 
tions were circulated throughout the kingdom, that 
the Eaſt- India Company were in a ſtate of bank 


ruptey, and owed eight millions more than they could 


pay. The effect of theſe aſſertions was indeed highly 
detrimental” to the Company; for in the courſe of 
twenty-four hours it occaſioned a fall of twenty per 


cent. in the value of their capital fund. In order to 
confute theſe calumnies, it became neceſſary for the 
Eaſt-India Company to ſhew what would be their 


fituation under the worſt event that could happen; and, 
- ſuppoſing that their bankruptcy were actually to take 
7 place. In ſach an account, your Lordſhips no doubt 
Perceive, it is proper to ſtate effects of every ſpecies. 
= whatever, becauſe rhey muſt then be converted into. 
the means of payment ; and conſequently the value of 
dead ſock i is a ee article i in this account, made: 
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My Lies: ut th time JE: 1 Bin vas 
brought into the Houfe of Commons, aſlertions, 


vp 


| 
| 


[| there remains a be 
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amounting to three millions nine hur 


ſive of their dead ſtock in Iadia, valued, under L 
Godolphin's awa 


ceive. My Lords, the preſent ſituation of the EAH- 


India Company, is merely a ſtate of temporary diſ-— 
treſs, prevailirg in a very ſmall extent, and proceed- 
ing from cauſes which 1 ſhall eee rein ene ty : 
7 Lordſhips. — 
By an eſtimate of lags! teceiphs 1 nhpwents, 55 
carried on to the 1ſt of March, 1776, and upon your 
_ Lordſhips' table, it appears that, upon that day, 
there will be a balance in hand of one hundred forty 
thouſand eight hundred and eighty one pounds. In 
this eſtimate, it is aſſumed that Government wil! 
poſtpone the cuſtoms which are due; and that the 5 
/ unaccepted bills falling due in 1784, and 1785, may 
be accepted at ſuch time as ſhall throw the payment 
beyond the period up to which the eſtimate is made. 
All the afliſtance, therefore, of which the Fan, 00 
Company ſtand in need, is a poſtpanement of, ar che 


utmoſt, one million five hundred "thouſand pour 
due, and which may become due, for pres in 


8 their trade ſhall return into bs, meet AG and 


nde (the; idea ol an ablolote Hop to 1 
is account, that after 
5 all ho effect to the payment of their debts, 
balance in favour: ol the oy | 
thoufand four hundred and let en exbhe- 6 
wg; 
ard, at four hundred thouſand pounds; 
but upon which, the Company has ſince expended 
nearly ſeven millions ſterling; and of the value of 
the landed property, their term in the territorial 
poſſeſſions, if not their abſolute right to them, 
and the various ſubſidies which they annually re- 
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much time to be allowed them by che Bill -holderi; Fg 
as ſhall enable them to convert into caſh the gods: 
for the purchaſe of which theſe Bills were granted. 
The latter indulgence the Faft India Company will 
undoubtedly receive; and with reſpect to the for- 
mer, it may be granted without any danger to the 
Public; for it is in proof before your Lordſhips, that 
there are at the preſent time, and muſt ever continue 

in the Company's warehouſes; goods to a much 
greater amount kept under the lock of Govern- 
ment, than the value of Cuſtoms to be poſtponed. 

I ſhall now beg your Lordſhips attention to the 
immediate cauſes of this temporary diſtreſs; the 
interruption which the trade has received from thge 

general war, and the effects it has neceſſarily pro- 
duced hy encreaſing the ee and d sgi 

the price of freight. 3 

The arrivals of ſhips have bend put 75 much out "a 

of their ordinary courſe, that only 8 atrived in 1782 
sin 1783 whillt 45, of which the cargoes alread ß 
provided or paid for (except about 680,0007.) are 
eſtimated. at 5,940, o00l. are left to arrive in thge 
enſuing year. The conſequence of ſuch a deten- 
tion muſt be obvious to your e e and the 
cauſe of it equally apparent. 9 

But, my Lords, without entering into a minute . 

ſpecification of the price of various ſtores, and f 

rent loſſes, ſuſtained by the war; and the exact PT. 
proportion in which the freight has encreaſed; 1 
will only beg leave. to direct your Lordſhips atten 
tion to one fact apparent upon theſe accounts -— 
The extra deen gene by waiting for 1 


* 


"EL 


this moment, they" 


T1: 


; convoys. amounts: "THAT to more e the poſts, 1 
poned demand of Government, and with the in- 
creaſe upon freight will. greatly exceed the extent 
of all the aſſiſtance required. Thus far the diſtreſs 
f of the Eaſt India Company ariſes from cauſes which 
they could not prevent, da net ente 
duct alledged in the Bill. M 
With reſpect to the Bills Tſe N 0 ex- 
pences of the war in Iudia having exhauſted the 

revenues, theſe Bills were conſequently drawn to 
1 ſupply: the inveſtment. The expences of the Com- 
pPany's wars with the Country Powers have neceſſarily 
been conſiderably encreaſed, from the ſupport af- 
forded to thoſe powers by the enemies of the State, 
and are therefore, in that degree, a conſequence of 
rie general war. But what are the advantages 
which the State has derived from the manner in 
Which the war in Iudia has been conducted by the 
Zaſt India Company? While in every other part 
of the Britiſh dominians, your Lordſhips have be- 
beld with humiliation and "ſhame, hoſtile banners 
planted upon your proudeſt forts, and waving over 
your richeſt poſſeſſions,” in India alone has ſucceſs 
attended the exet tion of your arms; a ſucceſs whieh 
{ terminated in the abſolute expulſion of the enemies 
of the State from the continent of ludia, where, at 
uld not poſſeſs a ſingle 
or factory, if the miſmanagement at home had not 
rendered it neceſſary to ſurrender up the ce 007 ee 
of the Kuß Inis Company to compenſate for the 
AJoſſes or Aae State Fam not en to 6 


13 bs, x7 & 3-5 
8 — Z 15 a, Bp 6 ; 
* * IN „„ 8 2 5 1 
*. 5 N : * 1 4 48 7 . . 25 
| ö 5 
* —— * oy * 
* 


5 


Eaſt India Company before your Lordſhips with 
prayers and ſupplications Proud with pleas of 
merit, and bold with honourable pretenſions, I do 
not claim the mercy, but I challenge the gratitude 85 
of the State! I addreſs myſelf to thoſe feelings which 


are inſeparable. from noble breaſts; and if the Ea 
India Company, exhauſted by great and glorious 
efforts in the public cauſe, is reduced to a ſtate of 
temporary weakneſs, your Lordſhips will interpoſe 
to chear and to revive its drooping nee but 
not to put a diſhonorable end to its exiſtence. 


I have now ſubmitred to your Lordſhips 8 


obſervations have 'occurt'd to my mind with reſpect 


to the Bill before your Lordſnips, and the evidence 
which the Eaſt India Company has produced. I feel 
it un nece ſſary to d well on all the minate parts of 


| * that evidence. | This 18 not a queſtion which de- | 
pends upon a critical inſpection of rights, or an 


exact admeaſurement of property. It muſt be de- 
termined by the exiſtence of ſtriking facts, and the 
application of general principle And your Lord. 
ſhips are now to decide, whether in the great view . 
of this ſubject, that deſperate neceſſity has been prov- 
ed, which can alone warrant. your Lordſhips to paſs _ 
the preſent Bill? If your Lordſhips have no proof 
of any ſuch neceſſity, in ſupport of the Bill, and the 
evidence produced againſt it refutes even the pre- 
4 ſumption. ; if the ſtate of the Eaſt India Company 
is not diſtreſsful in itſelf, but, compared with every 
other part of the Empire, proſperous indeed; if 


mom and nn (as appears by the laſt advices 
v OE, 


— 
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ES from India) FOR" 3. the, n of commerce te- 
| turning into their ancient channel; the revenues 
in a ſtate of progreſſive improvement; f then muſt 
the Bill upon your Lordſhips table appear a raſh. 
and unwarrantable attempt to violate the conditions 
of the moſt ſolemn Covenants in which the State i is 
bound for a valuable conſideration, to which your 
Bofdſhips as one branch of the Legiſlature; were 
But before I retire from your Lordſhips bar, 
permit me to conclude with expreſſing the moſt 
| perfect confidence in your Lordſhips truth and 
juſtice. It is not in the Houſe of Honour, that ap- 
prehenſions can be entertained in the cauſe of Pub- 
lick Faith. The preſent Bill will be rejected by 
Four Lordſhip with the indignation it deſerves; and 
by reſiſting this dangerous attempt to deſtroy, with- 
out any juſt cauſe, the rights and privileges of the 
| Kiſt Commercial Corporation in the univerſe,” and 
thereby to render Parliamentary ſecurity of no avail, 


bf the enjoyment of all franchiſes uncertain, and the 


2 poſſeſſion of property inſecure—your Lordſhips 
| ill approve, yourlelyes, the zealous Protectors of 
1 private rights, and the facred ue of the 
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AN Counſel for * Directors of: ths ef hüte 
Company, and have. the painful honor to ſupport. as 
an Advocate, rights which I feel as if they touched 
the neareſt perſonal intereſt of my own: for, my 


Lords, tho? an obſcure man, I am one of a com- 


munity which is bond or free as the few pages in 
my hand ſhall find their way to the Records of Par- 
liament, or be intercepted by the Kwame, of. $00 


5 Canttirution placed i in this Houſe, - 


There are critical periods (and this 1 can too 


ſafely aſſume to be one of them) in which the 


offite of an Advocate would be a curſe and ſnare to 


public freedom, if he ſhould fear to call Oppreſſion 


by: its name, from- whatever hand it may come, till 


it has the weight and ſtamp of enacted law, Guilty 
of no ſuch criminal fear, tho? a Miniſter great in 
office, and great beyond example in the aſcendant 
of his perſonal character, moved for this Bill in the 


other Houſe, with a purity of intention to which 


every poſſible credit is due, I took the liberty at 


the Bar of that Houſe, in the face of that Miniſter, 


to accuſe the Bill of injuſtice une xampled, and a 
death's blow to the liberties of the 3 


A majority of that Houſe, with motives no leſs pure, 


have paſſed the Bill; and yet, my Lords, at this 
| Par I draw the ſame picture of it, 


SpEAK ER. We don't know wha paſſed i in the 


| Houſe \ of Commons. 
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Bin, is our : 


| animated hein than . e would 75 : 
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lr. Ts Wb; Here then, my Lords, the Bill 


7 may ſit for its portrait, and here at leaſt I have no 
8 flattering Social to en one made of its defor- 


* 4 


Ta TEE 4644 ee ar fo dB: 
III. ould pal 4 For Li 
| the” Bill, and it were 


0 e wort pas 
| . competent for me, with his 
gown upon r my back, to be heard at the foot of his 


Majeſty's 8. throne, 1 would. there deprecate the i im- 


| pending blow, reſpe the moliues, proteſt againſt 
ZN the 4 with e Kun 9 


8 ee exertion of mine, and at 


N ee 
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=F orgive n me too, my 18 if I breathe too pure 
an air in this Place to lay what. I ſhould call a an un- 
| EK. Ares upon the dignity of the parties 
concerned, upon their peculiar merit, u upon the va⸗ 
ue of their Make, or upon the melancholy but ſure 


fall upon their 


conviction, that if the ruin ſhould! 
head, the foundations of the Government will ſink 
under ir. I hall at leaſt begin my addreſs to your 
| Lorathigs with broader principles and with, man- 
er hopes. Let it be upon the thelf at preſent, 


and a that 1 ſtand for r. ca rights, ac- 
CNV | 3 EF . Bu ed 


* 


word of this Bill, may F not affert the liberty of ex- 


4. 8 1 „ 
12 Y thatiſpiri.of RR" 


adventure which is chenxight hand, of, our politit 


charter to 


po ſtrength;z—forgo + that charter upon 


4 this Company have been purchaſed by contract for 


and raiſed ou 
the field —archievements unequalied in the hiſtory of 


that we have entiched our wealth by ey 85 
r national honour by their ſervices in 


the world, and ſervices, how compenſuted By an 


act of injuſtice which a perfect ſtranger, a beggat at 
your door, would feel as an inſolt, and would be 


ſure at this Bar to repel with effect. Let i it only be 
remembered, that I plead for twenty: four individual 
ſubjects of Great Britain, ſtripped of their legal 


7 franchiſe without one ſhadow of ſpecific imputation 


proved, or ſtated againſt! them; and if this can be 


ſaid with truth, let me aſk; where i is that property, 


perfonal freedom or character, where is the limb or 
life ot innocence may inſure to Lig of us lor an 


„ * 7 3 5 
hour * uh Bw - Es 8 e © 213; 3 27 * 198 
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On the other hand, Counſel againſt e every inaterial 5 


amining the enactment, as well as preamble of 
it; and the enactment in all its parts. the forfeiture - 
date the power aſſigned, - and the new] hand 
intruſted with it? May I not examine the ſafer 
cuſtody (as it is called) of this jewel taken with ſo 
little ceremony from the owner 's hand, in order to be 


e Jetter kept for him. by others” —by ſeven—what 
9 5 8 call them ?—Commiſſioners of Lunacy and Com- 


* 1 5 eee 


/ 


| Palitical: — \ 
n F they baſs it; trim be of age? \ The por 
en Bill is the ſole plea attempted in ſupport 
May I not meet that policy, and ale. 
with it? May I not ſet upon the other ſide of the 


account a deſpair of the public ſafety if ſuch a Bill 


ſnould paſs? May I not plead againſt it from 
| hiſtory; f from the firſt principles of our Conſtitution, 


from the jealouſy of this! anne Dun — 5 
| injurious'to'common-rigl 
thi» natural frailty of the War character, Wen 


by that ſtrumpet Power, ſeduced by the impunity 
of wrong, and corrupted by the wages of it? In ſelf. 
defence, thoſe for whom I plead are politicians here. 
As culprits, they muſt leap in the dark; at leaſt I can 
| ſee no hint of a charge which they are bound or 
ſuffered, by the rules of juſtice long received in this, 


. Houſe, to confute by argument and proof. Vet in 


rudence and in political honor they are amenable to 
e popular ſuſpicion that can breathe upon their 
for it way be a barren though a ſure. 
| nce at this Bar, if they were 


| oy to ſay, 4 We are not Put upon our defence, 
: * we ſhall therefore make no defence at all; and 


0. whatever the Public may think of vs out of een 
6e "we e claim to be acquitted here.” TON OR 
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an dem as iron to me as a rock, whether L ſe- 
| parate or unite them 1. There is no ground of 
confiſcation (legal or legiſlative) proved or ſtated in 
this Bill.—2. The Company have more chan excul-. 
pated themſelves againſt every ſuſpected ĩmputa- 
tion; they have proved exemplary merit and ill- 
requited ſervices to the Public. 3. The remedy | 
offered kills. the patients, to cure them; and hy a 
new diſorder, whole infection ſpreads like à peſti - 
lence, corrupts the vital ſtamina of the public 
health, and ſhatters the whole frame of the Gow 
vernment. When I touch upon the tuft of theſe 
topics, can I forget the peculiar province of yaur-/ 
_ Lordſhips to interpoſe a judicial and appe llant con- 
troul over injuries to common right in eyery form. 
political or legal 2 If the Co Amon impeach, it? s for 
you to hold an even ſcale between the accuſer. and F 1.4 
the culprit... A. a Bill of. Pains and Penalties be. re- 
cCeived into. this Houſe, are your Lordſhips leſs 
vigilant over the rights, of the ſubject committed | 
| in ſuch a Bill? Where a Bill of Policy takes i in its 
courſe forfeiture and puniſhment, impoſing an 41. 
bainder by the bye (if one may give it ſo ridiculous a 
name) upon parties unaccuſed, are you*to be dife. 
armed becauſe the penalty is "talled an inſtrument of 
reform; No, my Lords: upon every ſuch occafion 5 
1 aſcribe toyour Lordſhips: a judicial controul in'your 
legiſlative capacity. To this Houſe the India Com- 
| pany Director, Proprietor, and Servant, who 
Za . ELD | a 


reflion-which has baited them 
e n anch that pure ſpirit of honor 

hikes the — of 1er nant why hr; 
. e eee Water We ., 
Thunder-ftruck by th is blow, and ſtung by the 
inſült of it, they can wich difficulty eſtimate the 
vat of their loſs,” or take meaſure of the ruin. 1 
ever attempt à general, but correct view 


oY 


Mall howe 
.of® . The Company have at chis Wie! VER (ff — 
ö rights of Empire and of C be; they Hare te 
order and government of them vader certain regis 


which is their ata if the aber in my poc 
05 mine That which gives them theſe rights, 
charter; public Faith, and contract for valve re- 
ceived, gives them alſo the right of chuſing their 
| great "accountable "Officers in every . department, 
and an immediate controul over theſe objects of 
their choice. | This Government! is the Conſtitution | 
; of the Eaft India Company, and the Bill in my hand 
a death's blow to it. Checked and regulated often, 
but the general right and the general form of 1 it | 
| have been held ſacred for upwards of a century | 
; paſt. The Bill enacts a diſſolution of them.— Sup- 
poſe a Bin mould ſay to the Conſtituent of the Com- 
| mons,...** You ſhall not elect again—the Commons. 
40 Hare no longer to ſit as your Delegates; but we 
4 {ſhall chufe Rae into a better Houſe of Com- 
3 in bas worried 245 1/662, mons ; 


+= 2% 
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„ 4 
6165 mons; and out of the new Parliament, "i mo- 5 
6 delled, ſeven Directors of the Legiſlature mall be” 
« 4 Cabinet - Parliament amenable to us alone.” 
I aſk, if that would not be a Tiſſolutin of ths Govern- | 
ment. ty King, Lords, and Commons The, King 
would remain ; the Lords and Commons, that is, 
the name of them, would live; but the Conſtitution of 
that Government would be no more. What ſays 
this Bill? It ſays to the Conſtituent of the India 
Director, «You ſhall no longer elect him.” N. 7 
the Repreſentative, * Your election is a political 
nullity; you are from this moment out 'of vo 
6c * office.” To. the general right of all the parties in- 
| terefied, b Every ſirpence of your purſe, and every 
ce « feather of your power, | ſhall be ordered and regula- 
«ted by us, the Parliament, without controul and 
an without appeal.” F 3 TR 
* mult, however, do juſtice: to the holes 3 
bit been poured into this wound, and pay due ho- 
nour to certain * arrangements of delicaq, which, 
% have. ſoftened the meaſure, ſo as to make ĩt no 
4 longer injurious, though, 1 it might have given juſt 
. alarm at firſt. Here, my Lords, I am to re- 
* queſt, before I Rate, what can be only conveyed i in 
terms of ridicule, that I may not, be charged with. 
ſuch levity, upon ſerious. topics. Lam not the jeſter, 5 
my Lords, and the ridicule i is none of mine; it is 
the ridicule of inſult, armed with Peer: and ag- 
aue injuſtice. 


„ „ 


Te 1 EM 5 Bi; in its F 82 5 
wore accommodating ſhape have ſaid, « Pray. don't be 
&.. « alarmed. let your ſlumbers be as light. as ever; 5 
8 * your exclufrve trade and revenue are ſtill your own; | 
F 6 it's in truſt for Dau, that Parliament ſhall act, re. 
 '®. ſponſfible to. you, in their virtue, in their tried inte- 
WE ** grity, not in their power; for there it happens that : 
_ * you will, and muſt find them abſolute ; 5 bur their 
CC « conſcience will bind them to your 150 5 with more ; 


— 


Le 0 But other ſcruples occur: It may be — 
"A: « your new Dilectors appointed by this Bill are too 
oF political for commerce, and therefore they ſhall 


© delicacy, and equal ſecurity. | . 


W 4; 


* only have the Sovereign controul over a commercial 
8. Board, who are to be cyphers themſelves, except 


e in the power to adviſe. To make ſuch mere 


42 


= Stateſmen as the new Directors a Board of Com- 


* 


” 


7% merce, would be an act of extreine injuſtice and 
« « folly, They cannot ineet without ridicule,” even 


L « to debate upon what they cannot underſtand , but 


'< they ſhall enact every commercial arrangement, 


4. with or without the approbation of theſe drudges, 


6 and clerks in office, who may enlighten,” but muſt 


1 not guide them; may talk to > TW ects have! no 


| * claim to be heard. e 


5 = We have more indulgence yer in Mere "RY you, 
{0 « the Court of Proprietors. —It's natural that you 


« * love to meet e chat over W own 


. * affairs, 


* e when. your All is at take : don't e 
« alarmed, or imagine this freedom of conference 
60 touched by the Bill. — Vou ſhall meet as before: 
oF the Bill even at firſt enabled you to confer rwite 
« a year; and in the Committee this ue has been 
ec changed into four. Nay, my Lords, to heighten 
the ridicule, if it could be heightened, I have heard 
it a ſolemn topic of popular diſcuſſion, Whether 


this Court ſhall meet four, fve, Ax, or ſeven times 


in a year 27? —6 Meet?” they aſk, * why? and for 


„hat objects? To hover, like departed ſhades, 


« over the favorite ſcene of our life, and lament 
our untimely diſſolution.“ . I beg your 
* pardor,” ſays the Bill; “you may ſuggeſt ideas 
„of your own to thoſe who have the power in 


their hand. If they laugh at you, and rejcct 


« wholeſome advice, you may addreſs the King, and 


e the Houſe of Commons; that King, who has no 


et ſceptre in his hand upon the ſubject ; tho Cant 
« mons, who, by N Delegates, have * 89 70 
che eg... 2 


_ © But a very dangerous miſconceptionof the Bill 
* has gone forth: We muſt undeceive you in time, 
« and we do it with pleaſure. Tou are only to 
meet four times in a General Court, and as form- 
4c 3 ing it yourſelves; but meet in Goch name ow 
w7 where. elſe, and as often as you have A mind. — 
Ws Wen e Oy N OEM 's-lelds—T be world 


- 
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= 


a dee en cal of thb new Bill, the new, 


Directors, or of any other ſubject, without Wir 


dice to your allegiance, or the King's peace. 
„The Bill at firſt indiſcreetly repreſented. your 
$6 Citadel in Leadenhall-ftreet as taken by force, 
+ like Aa town beſieged ; 5 your ſecurities for money, 
sand your looſe caſh, fell to the conqueror. The 
6 + expreſſion. was: harſh, and. the ſound of it invi- 
«6 * dious.” It was treating you as a bankrupt upon 
« « his laſt examination at Guildhall, to aſk for your 
64 « watch, rings, and pocket · money. We have cor- 
2 * rected the levity and ſeeming. inſult of the words, 
1 No little circumſſ ances of plundered property 
are enumetated; but 2% that you have in the 
world (a gentler phraſe) will henceforth be col- 
<< leffed by ſeven eee and 1 employed al them 
for your benefit. + {471 ic 4 
gut we forgot another very interefling_ accom- 
„ modation to your prejudices. The title of Di 
«© refor ſhall be retained, and that of Commiſi Foners, 
th * which perhaps gave you offence, obliterared.” , 
Such are the arrangements for the benefit of FU 
| Proprietors, who, in the original title of the Bill, 
haye precedency over the Public; though in tlie 
very firſt clauſe of it they ate ſunk, and the Nation 
deſcribed as having the whole ſtock of the Com- | 
pany, who are ſtated as the mere  ſewards apa | 


dof of „ 
es 


The government of the Company thus diſſolved 
for their good, ſay the Company themſelves, We 
„ don't happen to like your benefits; Why are 
ce theſe bleſſings forced upon us? Tour an- 
<< ſwer is here“ (ſays the Bill, pointing at the firſt 
clauſe). © We have heard of expert Rotiſſeurs, and 
of murder ſecundum artem : the firſt clauſe of this 
Bill is a moſt accompliſhed maſter· piece of that 
ſcience. The Company are juſt accuſed enough to 
be held up as delinquents, and juſt unaccuſed enough 
to have no refuge againſt: the calumny inſinuated. 
My Lords, I implore, as mercy to them, that ſome _ 
of their bittereſt enemies may accuſe them face to 
face, at this or any Bar, in terms which they can 
meet, and fairly encounter. Laſt year, my Lords, 
what paſſed where I ſtand o Chearing ſounds to pub- 


lic freedom were heard in this place, upon the ſub- 
ect of another disfranchiſement affecting the cor- 
rupt electors in a Weſtern Borough. There too 
was a Bill of reform; and there too, becauſe the 
disfranchiſement was to be the road of that reform, 
an attempt was made by ſome to impoſe upon this 
| Houſe lighter evidence of the guilt. What faid. 
one of the fitſt oracles in the kingdom upon that 
occaſion? They ſhall be heard in every period 
„ of the Bill, againſt every part of it: ſtrict and 
<«. accurate. proof ſhall convict them, or not a hair 
4 ol their head mall be touched.“ Ie was nobly | 

{6 . ſaid. 


L 9 


kad. Better 61 it, my: Lords, for the community at 
BE (+ ge, that flooc -gates of bribery ſhould de opened, 
Than that one individual ſhould be diveſted of his 
by S, franchiſe in ord or any Court, unaccuſed, 


imperfes | ly heard, 'oru upon imperfect evidence. ; 


As Counſel for the Directors, Is looked ith k keen 
1 22 into this little volume of their "puniſhment, : for 
- Tome traces of their guilt. Safe 3 in the firſt clauſe, * 
aw them out in the ſecond, and: firſt accuſed | in the 
| eighteenth ; there alont accuſed, and there in terms 
not very definite; accuſed of connivance in gene- 
ral at the miſcordudt of their fervants employed i in 
b al. Having made the diſcovery, I cngrafied | 
upon ita Petition for two little favors t. that 
ſüuch an error of tbe type in ſhifting this clauſe out 'of 
its place, "might be corrected, and what appeared in 
page the ſeventh might reſume its natural poſition 
in page the firſt 2. that any one, two, three, 5 
or four inſtances of the miſconduct imputed, ſhould 
be adduced; and the Directors put upon their de- 
fence. What's the mercy of the Bill in its preſent 
form, by way of anſwer to that requeſt ? Lua litura; 
che whole charge againſt the Directors ſwept away. 
My Lords, I feel no thanks to the Bill for ſo crue! 
aero. Ata record for poſterity, the Bill-is worle z 
(for that poſterity, which Itruſt in God that ſuch 
2 Bill never can reach z) for if this clauſe had re- 
21 eee would have left the ſem- 
. *; l 22 a blance 
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bude <> a dekinice charge, and 1 3 
imagine, that it we have been e by ſome | 


kind of proof. 


I I may be told, « that I v2 8 ho e 5 
the Directors being the managers of the Company, 


and miſmanagement the imputed ſource of thoſe 


6. diſorders which have plunged rhe Company into 
« ruin.” If they were the ſale managers, I Heng 
own that here they would meet ſomething like a 

charge, an accuſation pointed immediately eee 
them; but I would then ſay to the accuſer, Point 
W * the charge i in tevins a little more |,pecific, and bring 
« forward your proofs of it.. A caſe occurs to me 


as very parallel to this. Could a Miniſter be put upon 


his defence againſt a general charge of miſmanage- 
ment? I ſhall be anſwered, * that he could not up- 
on impeachment, for there every imputation muſt | 
« be definite, and clear.“ Gould it then be done 
«(I would aſk) in this oblique way? and could 
the King be diſarmed of his power to chuſe a 
& new Miniſter, becauſe a Bill of policy: ſhould 
<« acquaint him that one of his preſent Miniſters had 
40 in ſome degree or other miſconducted himſelf? 
« And could it be an inference drawn from ſuch 
4 A xecital, not that he, the Miniſter; ſhould be 
< impeached, and ſhould” anſwer for himſelf, but 
that he ſhould be turned out (upon common 
® OY perkaps, or a looſe opinion of his guilt” - 
2 . F founded 


* 


1 98. Ooh 
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that his "Majeſty ſhould anſwer for him in the 
form of a diſmiſſion, by Parliament uſurping his 
_ prerogative, and that in future he ſhould not ap- 


point am Miniſter again ? would ſuch a Bill be 
e enduted e e challenge the wit of man 
to diſtinguiſn it in r eee 090M from 
tke Bill at is moment the Houſe— The | 
_— firſtreciral of it is, That aft and immediate re- 
5 nedy muſt be ple not this remedy in pb 4 
dag. Diſorders have long prevailed, continue, and 
* ineteaſt g probable not certain) ruin will fall up- 
46 on the Company, if Jane fit and tmmediate reme- 
« dy is not applied.” What are theſe diſorders * * 
How long have they continued: ? Why is this remedy y 
fit? How much has the diſorder increaſed of late 2 
and in what parts of it ? What hitherto can be more 
indefinĩte than its age, the ae, or the nature of it? 
How can the culprit meet ſuch a deſcription ? Bur | 
who is the culprit? Is it remembered into how many 5 
diſtinct claſſes the amenable character is divided? 
Will it be denied that, for example, the Direftors 
may be innocent, and even held innocent by the _ 
© acculer himſelf? The Servants abroad. may be in- 
nocent, or the whole guilt may be theirs. The Court | 
| of Proprictors may alone be. reſponſible for the abuſe 
| of: their controul over: the, Directors, whom they 1 
_ n 5 er of this Ountry, rute, 
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guilt. From the year 1773 it has been proved at 


being, may at leaſt have an ample ſhare of the 


„ 


the Bar, that Adminiſtration has de fa exerciſed 


the uniform power of reviſion, controul, and aſ-— 


ſent or diſſent, at will, over all the regulations of 


Leadenhall- Street. I claim for every one of theſe” 
parties, that each of them (the Miniſter incluſive}: 


ſhould: be heard, and according to their delinquency. 


puniſhed;z but that every general right, though 


abuſed, ſhould rather be 48rdea a future 


abuſe, than exterminate tc 0 


One great advantage 10 zultſee oe . 


will be ſure to ariſe from ſo general an attack. In- 


dolence and prejudice brood over it. With one. of 


the many Judges who fit upon it, Mr. Haſtings, a a. - 
ſervant of the Company, is the ſole culprit, and. 
his guilt is the corner-ſtone of this revolution: with 


another, it's the diſtreſs of the Company” S purſe. 


. them boot to their Bond 2 they are Bankrupts; 0 


: | they have been ſo called upon the Exchange, by a 
ſingular miſtake. of the moſt luminous underſtanding 


that ever enlightened a public audience. And yet 
ſince that miſtake has been ſet right, various at- 
tempts have been made, though all of them failed, 


and many of them with Jome degree , ridicule, to re- 
preſent the Company as being, to certain purpoſes, 


and upon certain principles of analogy, in the na- 
ture of Bankrupts. Many too have been the im- 
| Putations thrown upon their account; and dbeir 


ini Fama) 
ing b to vindicate their finance thn 5s 
the calumny have been treated with inſult, - A 
third ſtrange ground has been taken up: This 
t great Company (we are told) was formed only 
ge for commerce, and is equal to that ſubject 
| wee yet they ave ſuddenly (as if it 3 
«ve ) ſlipt into politicians.“ We are de 
_ SOS it's an abuſe of terms to ſet up their ee 
ey in deminiam . and from thoſe premiſes the 
Inference attempted is, . that as little can they ex- 
e erciſe dominion over their property; for they are. 
2 2 'rhis BAL as cee * 3 
Ho can the: Directors for lat Lftand; on 
poſe this variety of topics, when, as motives to the 
Bill, or èven as arguments for it, they don't appear 
in the Bill itſelf, or in other viſible and palpable 
b. re vet 1 ſhall readily meet them all, and 
meet them as if -preambles to this Bill; for fare, 1 
am, that if they fail in that ſituation, your Lordſhips 
will not give either weight or SHE to them in KY 
5 - more queſtionable A . 
I the Bill ſhould ſay, that all ah. can 8 
t been delinquents have been criminal in fact, CE 
- hould alk, ee how criminal?“ and call upon the 
- Houſe to compare the degrees of their guilt as mea- 
ſured out en then; WOT e 8 | 
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If the Bill had ſaid, that one of the Directors 
alone had been criminal,“ I ſhould ſay, Prove 
* . puniſh bim, ſpate the teſt, and ſave the right. 
If miſmaniagement is the ſole ground, and a degree 
of it which this Bill can alone correct, compenſating 
be general good for injuſtice to particulars, (and 
it has been ſo argued) © prove it; give 88 
and Pll reaſon upon them without fear.“ 
My Lords, I lament with deep concern the Ha | 
word of policy, too familiar to the ſupporters of the 
Bill; a word of-ill-omen'd ſound in this country, 
which threw us into u civil war, loft a King his head, 
and ſcourged us with a tyrant Houſe of Commons; 
I mean the word neceſity. A real and extreme ne- 
Leſſity of State levels every order of men; it 
abrogates legal rules with common aſſent. As it 
vas correctly and ably ſaid by one of the Counſel 
WhO preceded me, ſuch a neceſſity never can ope - 
rate between the ſeveral members of one and the 
| "fare exiſting Government. It muſt act upon à U. lu . 
tion of the Government, real or aſſumed. It has been 
; 500 called the tyrant's plea; and as truly called for 
another purpoſe the patriot's plea. It's both; but | 


| how became it in this country the parriot's plea'?. In- 
f ſtructed by the Tyrant, he flung the word in his 
teeth. Subjects have their. neceſſities too. The 
EC ivil War and the Re olution were neceſſities which 
15 counteradted the abuſe of the term, as pleaded by the 

; oh 3 | | Toy 


| 
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sel W But ſhall 3 it be ſaid, that probable 
ruin to liberty will juſtify a ſecond Revolution ? I will 
at leaſt never ſay It; and vet, I would for ever in- 
"fiſt, that no degree of "neceſſity. can juſtify the Sove- 
"Teign Power in vreſting from the Subject his legal 
right, (without an equivalent) ſhort of the degree 
| which, if the tables 1 were turned, would juſtify. the 
"Subje&; in riſing againft the Sovereign Power. But 
prove ſuch an extreme irreſiſtible and fatal neceſſity 
"here. 1 t's not attempred i in proof; ids not averred 
"In the Bill—though aſſumed in the argument. Per- 
haps i in rac caſe, before us we may define it thus : . 
*. A neceſſity | much too ſtrong to admit of delay, 


. from the time it wil take to make it appear.” 7 


e* "AV * f LIP wo „ CONS EF) — 


Four 1 will however be too dull to ayail 
pours of Lord Clarendon's hint upon the ſub- 
Je. That ſagacious writer and ſtateſman ſays 

: upon the caſe of Hip. money, that i it was ill managed. 


. The partiſans for it (according to Him) ſhould 


: 2 not haye diſhonored. the law. by, corrupting it fo 
1 to make the ty rant carry his point it in that ſhape; ; 
they ought. (fays he) to have come into Parlia- 
ment, and there have declaimed upon Stare ne- 
. ceffity ; ; for there a little eloquence well applied 
by the oracles of the d would have ſoftened the 
1 alarm.” He quotes a paſſage from Thucydides, 
Which imports, 6 that acts of mere violence offend 
I * leſs than acts of injuſtice; ; becauſe the laſt of 


** * 


3 * blows, coming as from an aca Pigues 
„ and affronts the ſuffering party; but the other, 
<« procceding from an acknowledged ſuperior, is 
more eaſily. borne.” But here, my Lords, I can 
\ ſee many Sages of that Law which Kings have cor- 
L rupted (in the worſt ages of the Government), and 
: who will ſcarce be leſs tenacious, af their judicial | 
5 province here, than ſitting. in Weſtminſter Hall, 0 
where no little or dirty politics can reach them. | 
+ When, I ſpeak. of probable. eee : 
* political neceſſity, 1 cannot forget the word 
e ſpeculative,” not very unlike it, which I believe 
| 5 be found the epithet of another India Bill, and 
| ſtanding at the moment. in which I ſpeak upon one 
of the many records in this Houſe which glow with 
6 characters of public virtue. e 
25 66 Where: has this neceſſity been 0 MY aſleep * 
was a queſtion aſked i in the caſe of ſhip-money ; and 
it $ too applicable here. It was there faid, We are 
: «juſt come to the end of a war; could the neceſ- 
0 ſity have ſlept in the courſe of that war? and 
* oY wall t the Nr N of | it be firſt made by the 
2 Tf the diſorders Which are 1 have 5 
| prevailed, this Adminiftration would have reſigned 
their offices by the ſame argument in a caſe which 
3.5 am going to put. It might have been ſaid 


in 178 . with 10 Prophetic ſpirit, but with ſome 
hs 8 4 | color 


23 104 3.4 
color at leaſt for Þ il. bred a * ofitior 


6 „bn like to introſt 8 the ale a 7 


« abiiſed, and we are not fei chat you, 3 


Directors of che Public, may not be reconciled. 
<«& hereafter to > the a” "We. can't be ae unleſs we 


bind vou with ſtrong fettets, and guard ourſelves 


« againſt the corruption or abuſe of. your populari-, 


ce ty at this moment. Had ſuch viſionary fears been, 4b 


accotopliſhed'at the hour in which 1 peak, and the 
check had been omitted when the power had been 
firſt given; I cbuld ſay to the Miniſters of t the day, 
as . Bill argues here, nutatis mutandis, 5 . The 

Scan” war is one diſorder which has long 2 76. 
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* 1 and whoſe miſchief operates at this 12 Sh 
| . The influence of the Crown is reformed at preſent, . 25 
but it may return in other ſhapes, and worſe. 55 
« The Mniſters have done this; and if the King! bs, 5 

_ <, rochuſe hisown'Miniſters again,” we can haye no 
e adequate or permanent ſecuritys One of the = 
Miniſters (the new and the vid thus incorporated) = 
would fay, I am a nem Director; it was not my 
- American war; 1 voted againſt the corrupt influ-” 


e ence of place and penſion; I would have reform. 


« ed the Parliament if 1 could, &c,” What's the 
1 rep? Ir's like that of this Bill: 4 $ Same of vou 
« had a band in che political diſgrace and ruin 


K 5 Ls wenty _—_ paſt. Dur cenſure can't with 
f : | 10 _ 


— 


fr; 


2 


* 


05 J 


0 fafety” nd" "Kttle differences. You have ſome 8 5 
ce of you done irreparable * wrong in your capacity | 
« of Miniſters; and you are all of vou now Mini- 
60 ſters in harmony together, "The King choſe you. 
| « ifito ybür office; he muſt chooſe vou no mores; + 


rid 


« r mut chuſe our own ſeven Directors of the 
1 Goveriiment, our Delegates and Repreſentatives 
* amenable to us alone, whoſe Power is abſolute. . 
Many other ilſuſtrarions. wilf make the fallacy. of, 75 
8 ſuch reaſoning familiar. Suppoſe ; it ſaid / (Which hap-,- 
pens to be the fact), „ that there are dj ont 0 5403 
3 at every, General Election; that a corrupt influ 

6 ence has too often taken place between the Ro. 26 
4 didates and the. Voters; that a f,: and immediate 
. remedy ſhould be applied; wherefore be it ena. 
1 that no fuch Elector ſhall chuſe into Parlia?- 
e ment any more, That leap, however, was 
carefully ſhunned. in a famous Bill of reform 
applicable to che very ſubject laſt year; a reform 


| which, infuſed life i into the vital parts, bur ſaved: 
n exiſting right from the hand of Nan ee eee 


bas 6 ſaid, that Servants of the Compatiy in g : 
were. ſame of the parties reſponſible for the diſorder, | 
if it has happened in fact. Mr. Haſtings” is one of 
them, and more at leaſt has been faid againſt bim ; 


by name, than againſt any of the reſt, Let, 
a 
which is not very fair treatment of the Directors, BEE 


EE 3 n 


he himſelf, who has been arraigned ag counteratiing | 


. 


the pur Alen of {heir ethics,” has been as as 
e upon the impotence of their Councils, 
and great ſtreſs laid upon his politic al cenſure of 
/ this defect in the Conſtitution. That. great and good 
man (ſo I have called him, when part of his conduct 
ſiteemed adverſe to thoſe for whom I was an advocate, 
and ſo I hall ever call him, friend or foe) courts 
pProſecution, but courts it in vain; yet his crimes are 
to juſtify the Bill. Not that we can find them ſo 
treated, or find them at all in the Bill itſelf. They 
are. circulated, however, in, ſtreets and higbways,, to 
depreciate his popularity, and by factious calumnies 
levelled at him to give the Bill a helping hand. Is 
it fit, or is it not, that he ſhould be heard at this 
Bar by his own. Counſel? ? Is it no injury, no diſ- 
honor to him, that Scorn ſhould point her finger at 
him and fay,. * 6 You, wha owe your conſequence, 5 
vyour power and fortune to the maſters you have 
£ Ih „ ſerved, are the party whoſe guilt has been made 
| <6 the ſole or chief plea fot the diſſolution of their 
4 « Government. I have heard of rumours, that. i in 
"dug time he is to be put upon his defence. . Will 
ſuch a Bill as this be of no prejudice ro him then ? 
{> Paphos, on the other hand, that his perfect inno- 
cence and exemplary merit ſhould appear in that 
cauſe; what muſt then become of this Bill, found- 


ed upon his guilt? Will Parliament repeal it? Will 


e who have 8595 ſuch ones: into their hand 
A | | 1 ſur- 
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ſurrender. them? Yer if he deſires nom to be heath 
Jou are not accuſed;” will be the anſwer. If he 
mould lay by, and ſay. hereafter, 1 had not 
129 an opportunity of being heard when the Bill 
40 paſſed,” the Legiſlative Juſtice. of. the Country 
Will anſwer to him, = You are.coavicted by this 
Bill z the King, Lords, and Commons could 
0 not have paſſed it unleſs they had be lieved your 
* guilt, and thought it even too clear for any forms 
of proof.“ My Lords, I claim this for Mr. 
Haſtings, and for the Directors too. 1 et his guilt be 
deſerted as à foundation of the Bill, or let him he 
heard at this Bar by his own een ee the 
dreck and open charge tt. 
„But what has the guilt of Mr. Haſtings u to io 
e with us ?” the Directors may aſk. **. You have 
continued him (it may be ſaid) in a diſtant of- 
fee of power almoſt abſolute; you have tempted 
* him by your connivance into a thouſand acts of 
* deſpotiſm and rapine.— That we have conti- 
i BB! nued him in our ſervice, (they will anſwer) is 
40 true; and we have done it upon a general view 
. of his important merits, though we have diſap- 
« proyed ſome parts of his conduct. Not that we 
„ have connived at them, bur we have covered them 
„With his lautels, and have been leſs extreme to 
* mark with puniſhment ſo bright a character; 
60 which 8 1 the way muſt have ruined 


f mu Us, 


3 Ty &i 


66 1 
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'« us, for all our 82 were centered i in him, 55 the 
1 ſaviout of the Company.“ e e e 
Had we, no model for fach a "7 22 Had 


wc, 
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not we a model, which, though | it was Liven us by 

the Houſe of Commons themſelves, we have copied 

only with caution, becauſe in the full extent of it 
no precedent could be worſe in the guilt of ano. 
ther great ſervant, guilt of a different ſize fro 
Opium. cintruc of Mr. Haſtings,” or the pick'd' hairs 
of that kind, if they were clear of doubt and fal- 
lacy.” What, my Lords, was che fatal conduct of 
that Houſe to Lord Che, in the Reſolution which 
declared tlie fact of bis guilt, and voted honour to 
him in the ſame breath? I read the moſt pernicious 
. encouragement ever held forth to the rapine of the 


: Eat, that indelible ſtain upon the Engliſh charac. 
npany, that ſuch 


ter. It was a curſe upon the C 
a vote ever paſſed, built upon ſo new and ſo improvi- 
dent a maxim as gloria Juſtitiam vinc 


vote, my Lords, gave a c jarter of 1 impuni 8 in op- 


preſſion to all the accountable ſervants in the Eat; 


in a part of the world ſo diſtant from this, that 


nothing but ſtrict and penal juſtice at home could 


reform the miſchiefs of that circumſtance alone. 1 
agree to all the merits and ſervices of Lord Clive; 


but his guilt was of ſuch a deep hue, and the evi- 


dence of it fo clear, that nothing could beſo ruinous 


to the Eoft-India Company as u vote of his in- 
demnity. 


4 


m the 


„* That 
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demnity. It was a guilt of more conſequence than 


his 3 (though great a and exemplary i in pub- D 
lic merit) and the evidence of i it confeſſed by him- 
ſelf j in a ſingular, tone of defiance to. t the juſtice of 


Parliament. I call that Houſe of Commons to chis 
bar as delinguents (if not the moſt criminal) to 
whom.;the diſorders of the Com pany, muſt for ever 
In the caſe. of Mr. Haſtings, that 
e ks ſo far copied this model, and copied 


it well, chat in their cenſure upon the Robilla war 


y mark 8 due, reſentment of diſobedience, ang 


Dr; ly and. als add, that Mr. Ha, 


tings 1 upon the whole view of his Sara 


to continue in their ſervice, , 3 


When I touch upon this 3 Land Clive, 5 


may I not aſk, Who ſaved him? What party in the 
Et Fes of Commons? What occaſional majority? 
Wboſe eloquence and addreſs lifted him to his pe- 


deſtal, from the very judgment of his guilt ? 


But who are guilty of continuing Mr. Hoſtings in in 
1 Not the Directors, but the Miniſters of the 


day, who had the power of controul over them, in 

fact, ever ſince the year 1773, and as an article of 
right ever ſince the later period of 1781. It has 
been proved at your bar, that in the whole of this 


period, not a ſingle diſpatch upon arrangements of 
any kind, commercial or political, has gone to the 


Eaſt 
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Ea without Previous communication to the Mi- 
niſter at home. Whoſe, therefore, is the guilt, 
1773 che Directors have reſigned all their 
power, and have confulted the executive depart- 
ments of State in every meaſure they have taken? 
Here too let me aſk, if the Sovereign power, in 


whom the controul was lodged by the Legiſlature” 
of 1781, is to be diveſted of it by this Bill? If yes, 


it can be only becauſe that executive controul has 
been abuſed. If it has been abuſed, how ſhall the 
Bill be juſtified, -unleſs the King is heard, Wwhoſe 
Miniſters, the objects of his choice and favor, have 


ſo miſcorductedi themſelves? If the King is only to 


anſwerthrough his Miniſter, ſhould not that Mini- 
ſer be accuſed, and put. upon his defence, who. 


: aſſerted the right of controul over the meaſures. 


which are criminated ? But how 18 the argument 
ſhifred, and mutilated here! ? The Miniſter i is to be 
ſafe; but the dog, for whom that Miniſter is bound 
by the Conſtitution to anſwer, muſt be diſarmed o 
his power to reſume a controul executed for him 


dy others, and abuſed by them. In this Period, 
all that has ben preſſed againſt the Company, at. 


leaſt every material imputation upon them, was 


Wc Miniſters, who had by law an abſolute 


controul over the ſubject. It has been faid, that 
Mr. Haſtings,” amongſt other acts of contumacy, 


S reſi igned, and cancelled his own refignation. | Was 


a mans angry with him for i ? Had the Mini- © 
* | ſter 


* 
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ſter complained of it long after he knew the fact? 
It's known to many of thoſe who hear me, that Mr. 
Haſtings again and again intreated the Miniſter of 
the day to recall him, if he could not be ſupported 
againſt, calumny and ſelfiſh intrigue It's known, 
that his application was reſiſted, from the ſenſe of 
his merits and ſervices. If any ſuch Miniſter could 
now act as a political ſecond in command, I would 
aſk him, Will you now do that very thing, as a 
<«< ſubaltern, which, as à colonel, you forbore to 
* do upon principles which, if they operated then, 
<<. operate with redoubled force at this moment 2% 


When 1 called this injuſtice unexampled, I ſpoke 
with fatal accuracy. In the buſineſs of the London | 
Nuo Warranta, Pollexfen, the Counſel who argued | | 
it, obſerved, that never in the maddeſt of times, up 


to that period, the delinquency of the Corporator 
had forfeited the corporate right. He took the li- 
; berty, impelled by the occaſion, to inſiſt, as I have 
done, that every Corporation was at Rake, and the 
Government itſelf endangered. That infamous de- 
ciſion was reverſed by King William, whoſe memory 
this Bill tramples in the duſt; a Bill which goes 
many a bar's length beyond that precedent. The 
| injuſtice there was leſs dangerons, becaule i it marked 
the offence; it heard the culprit accuſed in a legal 
court of juſtice; and it argued from evidence, though 
its conelufions were deſperate and Metten Here 
the 


| li . q5 - 


the gu le” aff umed remains in general averment | 
alone, and the parties who have life or death in iſſue 
have no evidence or ſpecific charge to meet. 


I diſtinguiſh, however, between the Charter of this 
Company and that of other Corporations in one 
reſpe&; The ſame kind of neceſſity which may 
reſume this Charter will not have ſuch an effect 
upon other incorporated Companies, becauſe here 

is 2 delegated Sovereignty, which abuſed, I agree 
to the liberal and manly doctrine of the Counſel who 
poke laſt: I throw charters behind me, and look 
| forwards to the ſole end of human power, to the 
DE —— 8 ROY thoſe for whom it Was made, or 
Thee. 8 e EN 
But i in FE caſe no aitin&ion of that kind i is to 
be received; for the Bill cuts down the whole trec: 
| for though not a hint of commercial miſmanage- 
ment is inſinuated, empire and commerce, the 
ſeeptre and the ſhop, are flung into one common 
ruin. The analogy therefore between this or any 
other Corporation is complete, and the Bill enacts 
a new principle of law; for it makes the ſup- 
| poſed guilt of the corporate individual forfeit the 
charter'd right which he perſonates. No lawyer will 
in theſe times dare to affirm that ſuch a doctrine is 
law; and without pedantry upon the ſubject, I can 
point out in a few words to the Houſe, an obvious 


wich or two that would refult from it. 1. 98 


or 1 


it be juſt that. Ari or quorum ſhould bind the 
abſent or diſſentient by the penalties impoſed upon 
their perſonal guilt ? 2. Suppoſe a colluſion be- 
tween the King and this majority or quorum, for 
the purpoſe of enabling the forfeiture, would it be 
fit. and juſt that ſuch a concerted Enie 893 
vice! thoſe who are no parties to it? 
As to the libel of the day which the * 
5 cireulated, . that 'A Charter has. been TOI 
a parchment with a ſeul dangling at the bottom of it, 
I have only to wiſh, that any ſuch words had been 
uttered in the Houſe of Commons; becauſe, there 
I know uà certain Whig! Attorney-General. who 
would have cruſhed the levity of that expreſſion 
with all the N. of "rg Winer and * 
. 79 5 
Fe lament the SPE tec carrying your Lordſhips 
Peel to that infamous period another Eighty-three, 
"y Juſt a century ago, the date of this Quo Warranto, in 
which Lord Clarendon s hint was overlooked, and 
: law was again choſen ro perſonate the tyrant. Bur- 
net ſays, that one Saunders, made Chief Juſtice 
for the -purpoſe, an immoral man, was the chief 
« ipſtrument of that perſecution.” He names too 
the recently appointed Keeper of the Seal, through 
which the reformed and regulated Charter was to 
. paſs z. but I, my Lords, will not preſume: to utter 
his name, becauſe he is the anceſtor of a reſpected 
. H Ml-lniſter 


N 
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Miniſter in e age, whoſe vitle is the ſame, bur 
who reſembles only the good parts of the cbaralter, 
_- which is, that he was co a man of excellent parts, 
but crafty and mean.“ Through the arcifice of 
thoſe two individuals this act of tyratiny was accom- 
pfliſted. . The! view of it. (ſays Burnet) was to ſave 
„ the King from the fear of troubleſome Parliaments.” 
"| hope they will be ever troubleſome to Kings, and 
Miniſters too, when they abuſe their office. The 
irſt judgment was not ill calculated for the pur- 
poſe 'of intimidating other Corporations; and it 
produced that effect. All the reſt made a formal 
ſurrender af their chartered rights, and they were 
all regulated: the terms were thoſe of ſlavery on 
one ſide, and rapine upon the other. What follow- 
5 ed theſe regulations ? A ſeries of tyrannies; and in 
five 3 years the patriot's neceſſity came forth, 
operating with effect for that glorious end which 
I hope your Lordſhips will not ſuffer this Bill to 
impair. Many arguments of the Bop ther + 3 
are ſo exactly the ſame; that I don't always know 
which is which; and as my eyes are weak, am not 
always able to diſtiriguiſh'berween the figure 6 and 


, of; 7; which marks the difference of the centu- 
ries. 'Molliter manus impaſuit was there too, as it 
has 8 made here, the ſoftening plea for this po- 
2 aſſault. There too, as here, it's not your 85 

> l that we touch; ; * the ordet and the uſe 
5 * of 
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«of FA for your own good, for the ſingle purpoſe 
« of reform and regulation. You ſhall have your 
Charter again, the corporate right ſhall be ſafe.** © | 
Who would have conceived it poſſible, . ſack | 


infamous doctrines could ever be reſumed ? 


I have now detained your Lordſhips upon "ag 
firſt; which I conſider as the moſt important branch 
of my argument, ſo long, that I ſhall be compara- 
tively ow ns 175 tuo other ot Sn which re- 


: main. 525 | "PALIT 


The firſt of the. two, Which i is [his teren at t lake, 


- wy innocence and merits of the Company, has been 
ſo ably ſupported by argument, and ſo demonſtrated 


by evidence, thar 1 ſhould impair that conviction 


** 


which I am ſatisfied your Lordſhips feel upon it, 


11 ! ſhould WP" and dwell 1 4 the mor 


2 | 7 * Pj ite wet 
That incereſl and thoſe. merits g⁰0 hand; in hand. 


The Charters which formed the Company, dealt 
their firſt bounties to them with a cold if not pe- 


nurious hand. But as their ſervices increaſed, the 


encouragement became a little more generous.— To 


often, however, the wealth acquired by their com- 


mercial and political enterprize for the Public, and 


for themſelves, has tempted the Government of this 


Country. to deal harſhly with them, and, after diſ- 


treſſing them by one exaction, to make that very diſ- 
treſs an after-plea for heavier demands vpon them. 


IT A 
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How many Charters Have dropt inſidious hints 
of a doubt as if miſuſer, nonuſer, or ſome. defect 
ſurmiſed not expreſſed, had not. ſhaken, the right 7 


A douceur has removed the doubt; chat ſure opiate 
of the N 0 ſole end for which 1 it FFF, has 
173. 1B: r r TOTES, 385 © 


"As to 1 Frvices i in > the war, i ir s no 8 de- 
Nieman to lay. ſtreſs upon them. be beſt of- 
ficers in the. world have been, rained for us by | 
them—Lord Clive, to whoſe military name I feel the 

homage due to it, ſprung, from. a writer's deſk at 
Madras, and animated i in their ſervice became the 
firſt General of the dt 1 

What ſhall be ſaid of Mr. Hangs the 1 ? 
hoe what prepared him for his preſent character? 
Long the Servant of this Company, he has lived 
but for them, and for the Public united with them, 
foſtaining the mot arduous conflict with enemies on 
every fide, and factions at his own Board —What | 
is the real charaCter of this wonderful man ?—Hei is 
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the Chatham of the Eaſt: the fame enterprize, re- | 


ſource, commanding genius, enlarged conceptions, 
f, and purity of character, will make both of them 
+; "the idols of . poſterity, . when their little adver- 
| aries will, be too obſcure for in l to record 
them. FEY Ry r 

The capture of — 1 made 2 at the ſole ex- 
pence of the, Company, obtained for us the only 
93 we bave received from the peace. 


I shall 


| "4 17 1, 
1 hall decline the invidious taſk of ſtating: how 
Prove the later differences between the Company 
and the Miniſter ſupported i in Parliament originated; 


what fear on the one hand, or avidity on the other, 
has prompted an ungenerous advantage of little em- 


barraſſments.— But Twill ſay a Pow words upon two 
innovations Which have taken place within a very 
few years, * becauſe, arguments have been drawn 
from them, which: appear to me very inſidious and 
falſe. It has been ſaid, 2. the ſame Charters 
& are violated. and "reſumed | pro tanto. in the 
&* Dividend-Bill, and the reſtraint impoſed. by ano- 
e ther Act upon the voting right in the Court of 
40 Proprietors.” —1 anſwer, that as to the Dividend. 
Bill, firſt there was proof at the Bar of the juſt 
, grounds upon which that Bill was framed. * We 
<« (ſaid the public) are your creditors to, a large 
«amount,—A part of your property ſhall be locked 
up to a certain degree, for a little time, that 
«you may be the better able to pay your debts: 
« you are now (and ir was proved) waſting 
chat property, and are dividing more amongſt 

« yourſelves, when you ought upon every ſound 

principle of juſtice and prudence to divide leſs.” * 
; The Bill io explained was temperate and wiſe; bur of 
it was not very Popular. | And if this Houſe had 
foreſeen that ſo dangerous an argument of ſuppoſed 


eters tf could be ever engrafted upon it, you 
| 2 3 would 


nx — — — — 
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wa have refuſed bs Bill, my 1 N 2 


diſſentient vote. Such is the danger of precedents - 


injurious to a chartered right, though gentle in the 


meaſure of them, and juſt in their political aim. 
It's perhaps wiſer upon the whole to ſay, Not 4 
air of the head ſhall be injuriouſly | rouched for 
6c political good, if the advantage of that precedent ; 


« © may enable the hand of power. to-morrow, or 
( weeks, or years, or a century hence, to cut off the 
. bead. There, however, the Dividend was only 
np reduced for ſix months. Here, a general reſtraint. 
of N en the power to make any! Dividend 


at all. | 
As. to the Bill which 1 6s yoting lake of | 


the Elector, by the demand of his larger intereſt in 


the fund at ſtake; I, for one, cannot ſee the policy 
of i its enaltment (thou gh its intention was good); for 


it proceeded upon the idea, that, by 8 the 


number of the Electors, you made the corrupt 


5 abuſe of the right! more diffcult.— l take the reverſe 
a of that principle to be correctly juſt, and approved BE 
buy uniform experience upon the ſubject. Here too, 
though I ſhall not advert with, too fond a zeal to the 
famous Proteſt upon the occaſion of that Bill (and 
8 tho! ſuch records have been called Minority, libels 95 this 
l will preſume to ſay of it, that I venerate thoſe who 

; put their names to it; and that if any of them can 
| We for the Bp pow before us can deſert their fa - | 


vorite 
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vorite miſtreſo, Lizzy, e at 1 feet with 


a more earneſt, claim than the ever made upon them 


—I ſhall ſay, as the deſerted ON > in Ovid ad 


of her bay ren gat lover, 
8 Xavtbe, retro Propera, veel recurrite je hole 5 


1 would readily make recitel and preamble of all the 
arguments which I have heard upon the ſubje&, and 

I would in that ſhape have no doubt of convincing 
your Lordſhips that ſuch a Bill cannot paſs. I have 
heard a ſimilar expedient uſed. upon a ſimilar occa» 
fion by one of your Lordſhips, and one of the moſt - 
admired, but J am in vain to hope that I can uſe it 
with half the ſame advantage and addreſs, „ 


Shall i it be ſaid, * Whereas there | is a want of due 
| 10 power in the Directors 8 what mall be the in- 


ference? To give the new. power, not ſtrip them 


of the little they have. They have in ſome reſpects 
oo much power, though 700 little in others; they 
have too diſcretionary a power over their Servants, 
and may remove them by the capricious breath of 
their abſolute will. Their other powers veſted in 
them by the earlier charters are indeed reduced; hut 
1 remember that i in the Quo Warranto year a right was 
given them to impoſe any penalties in a ſummary 
way, upon a ſhort caſe, and upon rules of equity; 
an arrangement which is too like the power given to 
the new Directors by this Bill. They too are to 
H 4 VV 


2 form a conciſe epitome of their ſentence, and lay it 
before the Parliament who choſe them, the Parlia. 
ment who muſt anſwer for DIY and WO anſwer 
for them io ibemſebves. eee eee 

Sauppoſe it ſaid, © Muertas the Court of Directors 
* are too often rei elected (which I conceive they 
are), let this vice of the ſyſtem be feformed + 


and if it can, without prejudice to inherent rights; 
need T aſk if that ſhould not be the line preferred? 
It may be ſaid, © You then muſt point it ont,” —T 

| fay, © No; thoſe who ſtate the neceflity of abe. 
21 ver ring the Government for the benefit" of the go. 
* verned, muſt prove t the CREATE of wk 3». 
yy 4. * dies.” FT ON TY 1125 19 


Afi it be Ya: 60 iy berbu the territory has been ac- 

« quired for us, not for them, and their political 

£6 office, which does not ſuit em, has been recently 

* « uſurped; need I prove that recital to be falſe? Is 

5 it not familiar to the memory of your Lordſbips, 

IE that long before the Dewamie was acquired, this 

Company aſſerted the political character; ; that even 

before the time of King William, their charters 

treat them as having, and as deſerving to have, in 
their own hands the order of an excenliye em: 

0 bee, the diſtance of the ſcene enables many 

« acts of diſobedience to the Government at home 

| 8 0 be accompliſhed, cither with abſolute 1 impu- 

| 4 L nit. 


n | 
* nity, or with all the bad effects of ir, becauſe the 
* puniſhment will be too late The recital ĩs true; 
but will the difance be leſs between the new Direc- 
tors and their Servants abroad? That one great 
ſource of inconvenience to the Company's affairs 
may be found in this truth ſo recited is indiſput- 
able, and agreed on every ſide. How to reform it 
is a point of extreme delicacy. Sure I am, that India 
muſt be governed there; and I would rather give 
more than leſs. power to the Supreme Council of 
55 Bengal, if I could ſuggeſt an adequate and ſure pu- 
niſhment of them here for tyranny or corruption, 
when, they are to make vp their final account. Bug 
is it certain that no arrangements worth trial at leaſt 
may be diſcovered by unprejudiced men, who are 
canverſant i in the ſubject, #hich the new Director 


are not? 
If the 0 whereas” po; 'nts at the © influence of an 


« Eaftern Rupee upon the Engliſh Proprietor in his 
60 « General Court, or upon the Director who is choſen 
« by him,” will the ſame Rupee have no influence 
over the new Conſtituent and Repreſentative! ? But 
1 doubt a little of this corrupt influence as a fact, 


becauſe. it's very ſuſceptible of proof, and there is 
not an atom of proof attempted in ſupport of the 
conjecture aſſuming It, Popular eloguence in the 

Senate aſſumes every thing, and leaves the dull taſk 5 


of proof t to a Lav, at the bar. : 1 8 


\ 


. 


1 1 


* 


It irs an ill concerted regulation, that a popular 
aſſembly may direct as well as controul the execu- 


tive power; firſt, I anſwer, „Look at this Bill:“ 
next, I aſc, Is it clear that ſuch a political ſole- 


c eiſm may not with afſent of all the parties be cor- 


| « rected, ſo as to leave the executive e e leſs 
60 « hampered 8 55 ny Mb 


© JP hereas he are pankrupts” —it may te faig, it 


has been ſaid, my Lords, and. upon evidence that 


would make every merchant a bankrupt. 1 lament N 


the uſe (or, I mould rather ſay, the abuſe) of ſo 
tickliſh a word; becauſe the injury which has ariſen 


from it (whereyer it was uſed, or whatever purpoſe 


of the hour it could have anſwered) was a violent 


heck to the Company's credit, and ſtaggered the 


Public's opinion of it, Bur if they are bankrupts, 


(a nom admitted falſchood, which I aſſume truth for 
argument's ſake alone), may it not have been cala - 

mity, « the failure of agents, ” or the iniquity of 
them? Has it not been proved at your bar, that 


' molt of their temporary embarraſſments (and ſuch 
alone they ever have ſuſtained) aroſe from their ſer- 
vices to this country ? 2 We are told, Ir is the right 
20 of « 65 editors to impound the whole fund, and pay 


25 themſelves : by But let us examine the debt, and 


liquidate the account, that we may adjuſt the fair 


balance ef it between our Government and theirs. 


What if the latter owe to the former ope million, 


but 


1 


1 


1 


1 23 J 


lt the 8 to the latter happen to be four mils 
| Jon in debt? ſhall they in that fituation of rhein 
creditors to a larger amount, ſcize the whole pro- 


perty, and controul every future application of it as 
they pleaſe? One thing occurs to me upon this 


bankrupt ſtate of the Company as a little whimſical, 
The Bill is pretty impatient for the good-will 00S 


ſhop in the Gagette pretty impatien: for the em- 
pire of territories which 8 deſcribe a as e 
riſhed, and a deſert. 


MApereas the face of T ih appears in bete 
5© ports of certain Committees formed by the Houſe 
of Commons, and ſhocks the reader of them“ 
What then? Are not theſe caſes of delinquency in 
the ſervant, which demand proof againit him, and 
againſt the maſter as privy to it, before his guilt can 
wound or touch the corporate and general right? 
But was this face of Tartarus” in a veil, or expoſed, 
when Lord Clive eſcaped, and others, who ſhared his 


guilt without his merit, jumped out of the e 
the ſhoulder of bis indemnity | N 


Upon fucn naked recitals, even if preambles in the: 
Bill, which they are not (and I hear of no others 
even inſinuated), can the Government of the Eaſt- 


 Tudia Company be diveſted of their power to make 


a Writer, and appoint the Mate of an Judiaman? Ts. 
all their commercial authority at an end, becauſe there 


have been ſome diſorders in their political or judicial ; 


conduct ? 2 


| 
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; conduct? I Ha: not found: a ſyllable artempred in in 


ſupport of any interference with commercial arrange- | 


ment as it's now regulated by theſe commercial 


men, trained in the habits of it, and guilty of no in. 


 fltttated abuſe in that quarter at leaſt, Here then is 
one palpable act of tyranny :\ You reform their poli. 
ticks by taking their purſe; and one may ſuſpect at 
leaſt that your pretence of neceſſity for that reform 
was artifice, when you tack to it the reform of 
ſomething elſe which you don't ſtate yourſelves to 


be in went of any reform, and which you make the 


inſtrument of your own political influence. * 
Aſſuming it neceſſary to diſſolve the government 


by Director and Proprietor in their preſent form, 


I am now to examine the fubPituted government, and 
fee what benefit the Company will derive under it; 
or how, be that as it may, the Public will bear it 
in a political A 

Firſt, I obſerve this in the eds offered, he" 


it's juſt as indefinite as the diſorder, and juſt as 
ably calculated for the purpoſe of giving an imme- 


diate anſwer. to every Doctor who falls in the way 
of our great Phyſician, who conſults the Faculty 
upon it thus : .** We have here, Gentlemen, à dif 
*. erder; I don't exactly know what it is (a good 
way to begin the cure I) here is my cure for it; 
and he produces the Bill. Says one of them, 1 
x. don't like to dethrone a good King; Iam a 


Fa 
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0 * Country Phy ſcian: the King's power is a favorite oy 


c of mine.” What' s the anſwer ! ? ce Phoo! don't 


* you ſee, the King i is to have it in the end? ' It? E 
* © only for a time that 7 the Minifter, and we the 
6 Parliament, 6 Ego et Reges mei,” ſhall make uſe 


« of it. In four little years (a term that, if it 
ac: proceeds for a day, will zever be at an end) the 
Ming ſhall have his own again.” Says the T ow 


Phyfician, I am for the College; 1 am againſt _ 
* all influence of the King, or of his Miniſter, 1 
« who, though he ſtands to-day upon Parliament, 
4 may ſhelter. himſelf i in the Regal character to- : 


« morrow, or at the end of cheſe four years.“ = 


„% Phoo !- (ſays the anſwer) do you think Parlia- | 
« ment, having ſuch a power for this nominal pe- 


— 


«riod; will ever part with it for the benefit of the 


"0 King, or of his Miniſter 5 — Says a hid. I 
« like to entruſt neither King nor Parliament with 


“ ſuch a power: I tremble at the patronage, and 
ce the corrupt influence of it.“ What's the an- 


ſwer? It's pro hac vice alone The Company, ty 
<< improved: by our conduct in thele four years, 
. IT will be entruſted again with all their 
«© powers.” —Thus agreed, they go to the patients. 
in the next room, and force upon them the recipe 


of tbis Bill, which can alone cure every one of 


« them; firſt or laſt.” But the caſes are different. 
One has GOP; a 2 has fever, and I am 17 


« well,” 


K 6 1} 


e welle, ſays a third. The Phyſicians tell them, 
they have no ſime to diſcriminate; the chariot is 
Maiting for them at the door. Some of you are 
: **/ dangerouſly ill, and ſome incurable. We'll give 
$1 all of your phy ſic, or give you none, juſt as we 
like it.“ (IL. have ſeen a Charter of Edward the 
| 8800 granting ſuch an abſolute medical power 
to bis Phyſician valentibus nobis, aut nolentibus.) 
The main ſource of the diſorder ſeems. to be in- 
e 2emperance; and ſeven Doctors of our appoint- 
ment, like Sanchois table- phyſician, Hall tell you | 
« what food you mall OY ö from . food re- 
| CY frain.“ . 155 ee 
To the 1 of cher IFN Another Wy 
55 is + told. Here's a cordial for you; go to bed and 
4 fleep with delight upon your pillows ; no retro- 
e ſpect here z this binds up every wound.“ 
May I not, my Lords, a little more cloſely exa- 
mine the ſeven perſe#Z men who are put into this 
new office of Direction, amenable only to thoſe 
who appointed them? May I not canvaſs a little 
their claim of ſuperior virtue and wiſdom ? for there 
alone the beauty of this reform can be diſcovered—as 
every vier f the ſyſtem will at leaſt be the ſame. | 
Their purity is alone to compenſate for rhe abſo- 

lute licence of oppreſſion, of corrupt. intrigue, or | 
of ſervile politics. In the firſt place, I meet (and 
| _— are believe * To eve bk the delinquent, 


8 


them- 
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Fenn ala form a part of the ſeven * 
When I look at them in this Bill, I ſee the wings 
upon their ſhoulders; but viewing them as 90 
pointed in Leadenhall-ſtreet, 1 ſee their cloyen 
foot. Are theſe men to be infamous and execrated, 
as choſen by the Court. of Proprietors; but com- 
mence immaculate. from the moment that a Mini- 
ſter, and a Parliament favorable to that Miniſter, 
ſhall have pur their ſtamp of approbation on them > 
Of the other fve Gentlemen God forbid that I 
ſhould ſay, becauſe I do not feel, any thing diſre- 
ſpe&fol ; ſo far from it, that if I could have ſe- 
lected five individuals of metri it, untried i in this new 
department. + ;t, but of the moſt unblemiſhed honor 
in their own ſphere, I would have | choſen them. 
The ſecond of the liſt I have the happineſs to call 
my perſonal friend; and with pride have to own, 
| that I am under many intereſting obligations to 
him. The Honorable Baronet who is another of 
them was an ornament of our profeſſion : with his. 
abilities and liberal character, no man ever left us 
more admired. and beloved. But this I can ſay of 
chem all: They are men, they are Members of Par- 
liament. 1 can ſay this further of them, without 
offence to the delicacy of their feelings: : They are 
friends to that Miniſter. who has choſen them inte 
an office of great patronage and political influence: 
they are men too in this reſpect; they win to per- 


# 
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petuste their own dominion; all men wiſh it it; a 
human character loves power, and can ſcarce help 
abuſing it; they have political prejudices; "hey 
prefer their own favorite Miniſter ; they have not 
an implicit faith, but a partial confidence in him; 
they would be hateful if they had it not; they are 


Members of a i Parliament Inch can reward or cen - 


ſure them at will ; there may be a reciprocal courteſy : 
between them and the Parliament, or thoſe who may 
11 55 the Parliament. ae ee 


8 FE 


tf it ran] had been ſaid i in $0 th: by 2 Mini- 
ftry juſt formed, «6 chat Majorities muſt at any rate 
be had, and at any r rate be kept; * if an Admini- 
ſtration had been ever built upon that principle, 


45 


and the firſt breath of their government had been 


ſuch a Bill, how would a, common way. faring man 


15 like myſelf, who does not look deeply into conſe- 


4 > 


quences that are ſpeculative or remote, have ſnud- 
dered at the danger of the journey before him. ? 


| Heaven be thank'd, that no ſuch Principles have been 
| declared or acted upon : but future Miniſters may de- 


- clare them, a and Mat act Ps them 1 in e Bills 


2 a of the kind. 


The CHhaftivutibn of this be: os at the 
power, it never looks at the men WhO are entruſted 
with it. There's no ſuch monſter. of Political per- 
fection there, as a patriot King or a paltiot Miniſter. 
Sud * Lord Coke, 3 1 ove: the King well, but I 
; * chuſe 


r 


chuſe to meet upon record.” As to the Miniſters 


of our day, every thing is chaſte and holy in that 


quarter. I believe in all their liberal promiſes; I 
have an eaſy and credulous faith; it's my temper; 
yet ſomething whiſpers to me that I had rather be /afe. 


I may be told, This will only, at the worſt, be 


« a tyranny. of three or four years.” Firſt, I could 
« alk, What ſecurity, that, with abſolute power 
« in his hand, the tyrant will chuſe to abdicate 
x when the four years are paſt * 25 In the next place, 


1 muſt remark upon one N in the dura- 


tion of this period: ſhort as It is, It happens to ſur- 
vive the next General Election. 


May 1 not before I leave this bar far, a as « Counſel for 
5 all the parties intereſted and competent in ſo public a 
ſuit, what occurs to me upon the tendency of this Bill 
to political influence upon the liberties of the Go- 


vernment; that influence, my Lords, which I may 
deprecate without offence to the Houſe of Commons, 
_ becauſe even our Statute Book, in ſome of its later 


: pages, enables me to ſay, that Regal influence upon 
that Houſe, in its gemine ſhape, is an evil which the 


” : country has felt, and has reformed. | But if one 
- little door has been ſhut againſt that influence, if 
the little houſhold expences of a Court which 


never had much parade i in it, have. been pared away 
to guard the purity of the Senate, will your Lord- 


chips open the wider gate of another influence be- 
5 | * yond 


N 
N 
| 
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Fond oper on more Alarming in the fee and” na⸗ 
dure df it! 9 = 2 1 be: „ 

As to the contronl over the ſervants of the Com- 
pany, it's leſs thay | it was : : Two checks upon | them 
are taken away, the Court of Directors, and the 
Parliament, for which the fubſtirmee © is no check at 
all. The check of Parliament over Itſelf is a ri- 


dicule in terms, and the Bill thifts * 4 reſponfible | 
Power, which 1 it "ſtates to have been grolfly abuſed, 
into an irreſponſible hand. In prove this by the 
fa vorite argument of the Advocates for it. «Why 
. t has beer aſke 1 are the Court of Proprietors t to 
« anſwer for the Directors and for their ſervants ?“: 
"he atifiver is, . Becauſe they choſe the Directors.“ 
'Who'then' will anſwer for the neto Directors and for 
their ſervants? w ho but the new Elector of them, Whieh 
"new Elector is the Parliament. But anſwer to whom? 
To the ſovereign power of courſe, which is ak TO 


bp; pra Teſponfible to itſelf. 


Fi, 


„Why too (one may aſk) f is the arrangement of 

LA this elective right 0 mutilated! ? Why i is the King 

e to have any powerat all if hecan't be entruſted with 

. more? Why to have a nominal influence upon * 
1 vacancy during the four y years! 5 It has been truly 

| aid, that his influence is diminiſh a, \ though i it's alſo 

" Increaſed by this Bill. So it is, upon paper, but ! 3 

fubſtanlce only the former: It's a leaſe for years in 
the Larne ot in rhoſe | who” can make Parlia - 

1 11 


wu 0 We : 5 ment 
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ment 1 own, wich a. 1 if the Leſſee for 
years-chuſes it, in the King, or any other part of the 
Government. , In! vain has the dangerous influence of 
che Regal office been checked, if the good and Po- 
Pular influence of it in  9ppolition' to a dangerous 
Miniſter | ( aſſumed for argument) ) is taken away, and 
the influence of that Miniſter i in Parliament i is made 
perpetual.” The Bill i in that reſpect accroaches the 
gal power, and makes the King a Viceroy to his 
Minitters i in Parliament 0 1 mean ſtill to future Minif. = 
ters and future Parliaments). It's no longer the Par- 
liamentary influence of a Miniſter (as the Conſti- 
tution meant it ſhould have been) through the King, 
and reſponſible for him; but it's the Regal influence 
of the Miniſter alone in the Houſe of Commons; 
and the Democracy of a ſingle room in the hands of 
that Miert | 

Is the patronage transferred into this new and 
Sollical hand, of no conſequence to the purity of 
the Senate ? I ſhould be ſorry to look behind the 
eurtain of any Miniſter 3 but if your Lordſhips were 
now. to find yourſelves in that ſituation, you would 
ſee importunities upon importunities laying fiege to 
the Miniſter of the day ; you would hear him cry 
out,“ Shut the door, tic up the knocker ; ; fay Im 
ti « ſick, I'm dead. 1 5 | 

5: it conflitutional to make Parliament 15 any 


office of. the ſupreme executive Power? and is it 
„ not 


1 * 
1 1 "a * . 


E 


nota oY inhe 0 45 part of FR power to hot i 
own executive inſtruments 7 Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone 
writes, that «If che Legiſlature has any thing to do 
2 the executive department, there can be no 
| « public liberty,” What then ſhall be ſaid of chis 
Bill by which the King” s throne has been ſhaken to 
the centre, and that. centre of it which is inſeparable 
from t the ſecurity of pudlie freedom? He not only 
muſt not chuſe the new Directors (whom be ſhould 
appoint, if the Court of Proprietors moſt chuſe 
them no more, and the future choice of them i is to 
become an adt of State), but he is never to chuſe a 
Miniſter again, and will never be able to remove a 
Miniſter, if the voice of the 3 ſhould wy: aloud 
for this act of his regal capacity. | 

Here, my Lords, I again' refer t to one of the « many 
'vecords i in this Houſe, which have ſpoke the lan- 
guage of the Conſtitution, It' s impoſſible for any 
terms which the ingenuity of man could ever deviſe, 
to mark with ſuch eloquence the danger of lodging 
"mo repel aan in nme Weld: 


May 1 look, my Lords, at many a future Miniſter 
Et at many future Parliaments, if ſuch inordinate 
power 1s given to theſe ? May 1 not imagine : a mo- 
dern Cato ſeduced by ſuch another Bill i into abſolute 
Power; ; and a modern Fuba by the fide of him, dreſ- | 
g him in his Perpetual Dictator 's robe Il ſtand 


ak or 
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or fall by this oak man,” 10 friend mey * f 
. him, live or die with him,“ in the act of mak- | 
ing him, as a Miniſter, mor though he would 
think twice before he would follow him to Utica. 
May I not, in contemplating this Miniſter in embrio, 
take bolder liberties with fancy and conjecture 2— 
May I not ſuppoſe a Miniſter who ſhall forget that 
he has ever been Sir Thomas 'Wentwarth, and ſhall 
be tempted by his ambition to perſonate the Earl of 
Strafford,. without his title, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, a fort in which he may defy the public re. | 
ſentnient? May I not meet upon my pillow, in ſome 
feveriſh dream or other, a Miniſter, for whole be- 
nefit (if i it may be ſo called) ſlaves to a Court and a 
virtuous Ariſtocracy may agree to melt in the ſame 
crucible together? If ſuch a Miniſter ſhould ever 
come to light, and I ſhould live to ſee him in the laſt 
moments of his political exiſtence, (which of courſe 
would be the laſt, moments of his life), 1 would fay 
to him, not in words of my own, but in thoſe, of a 
. A romantic and yiſionary poet, though Writing in Proſe; 
I would ſay to him, as Corley addreſſes another | 
2 Protector of human rights in his famous. Viſion 5 
Es upon Oliver Cromwell. | | 


15 % Such protectors are men to e mer der 
0 ſell them, ſhear them, and e cat them! Yee! can 


5 « the wolf do n more 2 
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5 mes . 8 te all 2 9 
66 8 help. of, that Ae mage all , Jour ſer- 
te vants.“ — — oaks 
4 6 Tow e eee when you 
« $ Arolared! for it; and when you declared awe 
it, you contrived, for it in your own Perſon.” — 
dh Two millions a year could not ly 
be your avarice and prodigality ; you muſt have 
66 the whole Indies by ſea and Ig that Bon: 155 
9 e ligator muſt be your's alone 
it * You have been commended for Four ak: 
ee gence; 1 wilh to God you had been a lazier per- 
60 210, and had been found afleep when other men 
„„ awake, inſtead of being found awake for your 
: 5 own ends, when other men are ordinarily aſleep,” | 


— — —— — — 


, As to your courage, would to God that you 
ce. had not been ſo bold as to violate openly, and 
of ii acts and conſtitutions of State & 


If you are great, welcome innocent obſcurity ! 
1 of could not wiſh a heavier" curſe to fall upon the 
e bittereſt enemy of my life, than that his country 
ee ſhould ſay to him,.“ MW 9 el 99 5 
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HAVE Hi cs ſs to 8 your 3 
on behalf of the Directors of the Eaſt - India Com- 
pany, in conſequence of their humble Petition to 
the Houſe, and the order which your Lordſhips 
were pleaſed to make upon it, allowing them the 
permiſſion of being ſeparately heard I their Coun- 
ſel againſt the Bill now depending. 


A -tzult of ſo important a nature ir is AW. 


ſible for me to enter upon, unequal as I ſhould he 
to ĩt under any circumſtances, and very ill prepared 

as I am at. preſent, without feeling how much I 
ſhall ſtand in need, in the courſe of what I have to 
offer on behalf of the Directors, of the utmoſt i in- 
| digen both of my Clients and your Lordſhips. 
In the obſervations which I haye to ſubmit to the 
Houſe, it will be my endeavour, avoiding every 
thing of ornament and digreſſion, to analyſe and 
; ſimplify the ſubject under conſideration, to ſtrip! it 
of every thing which does not" ſtrictly and properly 
belong to it, and to try the merits of the Bill ** 
15 teſt of a few plain arguments upon it. 


And, my Lords, I cannot help being fanguine 


enough to think, that nothing more than this will 


be _neceffary to induce your Lordſhips to comply 
125 With 
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with the Prayer of the Directors ine and to _ 
vent this Bill from paſſing into a law. 
That your Lordſips ſhould at all be under the 
neceſſity of deliberating upon ſuch a Bill, muſt, 
Tapprehend, have ariſen, in a great meaſure, from 
te wild and irregular diſcuſſion of it, by which its 
ſopporters have contrived to diſtract and miſlead 
the ſober judgement in another place. The real 
nature and tendency of the Bill have been kept out 
' of fight, Many topics have been urged, which when 
properly underſtood will be found to have no re- 
lation to the preſen t ſubject; many facts have been 
argued upon, which were not authenticated by evi- 
dence; ſome of them much mifrepreſented and miſ- 
underſtood, others totally void of foundation ; much 
induſtry has been employed, many unreaſonable 
prejudices have been excited to bias and inflame. 
My Lords, the Eaſt - India Com pany, preſſed by ſo 
ſevere; ſo unexpected, and, as I truſt your Lord. 
ſhips will be convinced, ſo unmerited, an attack, are 
happy in the opportunity which your Lordſhips' 
| — /qufſtice: has afforded them of appealing to a tribunal 
| _ "where none of theſe obſtacles will ſtand in the way 
| of fair reaſoning, temperate debate and juſt deciſion; 1 
where their cauſe and that of the Public will be diſ- 
DB > cuſſed with all that gravity and deliberation which 
101 important a ſubject requires; and will be deter- 


| "mined © irs true N on thoſe facts only 
29 | which 


A 


5 Mm 
which are fairly apvilicaitle to the ſubject, and ſub⸗ 


ſtantiated by the evidence before the HouſG. 


Theſe, my Lords, are the principles by. which, 
on the part of the Eaſt. India Company, I have · to 
deſire this great Cauſe may be decided; and . have 
no doubt that the expectations which they have en- 
textained ill be fully anſwered by your an 
decifion upon it. 


The Bill Which is now RR enki. re- 


2 


did your Lordſhips to adopt, a plan confi 


ing of two parts, which are | perfe&ly indepen- 
dent of and unconnected with each other, and yet 
which are both eſſential to the whole. Each of 
theſe, I contend, is pregnant with conſequences 
of the moſt ſerious and alarming nature, and yet 
both are nece ſſary to be made out to your Lordſhips? 
ſatisfackſon by thoſe who undertake ro W this 
Bull” S245 7.5587 

1 Tord are e by the firſt uſt of his Bill 


| required to take from “ the United Company of 


5 Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt-Indies, 
« the government and management of all their 
« Poſſeſſions, Re ven ues, and Commerce; to annul all 
82 the powers: and authorities of both the conſtitu- 


0 ent parts of this great Corporation, che Directors 


4 and Proprietors, reſpecting the fame; and to 


1 deptive the Proprietors of their right of electing 


** * 


2 & the 


* 
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4 © the” Directors in future; any Charter, Uſage, 
« Law, or Statute tothe contrary. not witliſtanding: * 
in other words, entirely to annihilate at one blow 
this great Corporation i in all its parts, with All the 
rights, privileges, and immunities enjoyed by the 
numerous Members of it, purchaſed | for valuable 
conſiderations, and held under the moſt ſacred titles; : 
ll are to be ſwept away againſt” their "conſent 
N38 without the ſmalleſt compenſation. 
| "Theſe, my Lords, are the meaſures 8 = 
the firſt part of this plan; and theſe muſt be juſtifi- 
ed in their full extent, before i it can be open to your 
ordfhips - to conſider the new ſy ſlem propoſed by 
the ſecond part of the plan. To make way for that, 
reaſons muſt be adduced that. go the length of vindi- Bb 


cating, not any alteration or modification, but the 
complete ſubyerſion of the Preſent eſtabliſhmenr, 
Vet ſurely, my Lords, that muſt appear on the 
very ſtate of it to be a meaſure of the moſt ſerious 
and alarming nature. The antiquity and extent of 


the eſtabliſnment propoſed to be deſtroyed; the nature 
and ſanctity of the title upon which it reſts; the num- 
ber of individuals to be affected by it; the magnt- 
- rude of the collective body, forming the greateit Cor- 
poration in the Kingdom, and poſſeſſing the largeſt 
'poftion of the remaining commerce of the Em- 
Pite ; the violation of Public Faith, the alarm 10 
Public Credit, rbe danger of the precedent; all 


"theſe and many other topics muſt crowd upon your 
=_:: | i E ipe 


* 
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Lordfhipsn minds in conlidering N meafures ; ; and | 

excite” the ſtricteſt enquiry into the reality and ex. 
tent of the grounds, 1 which _ ME 1 

5 be Juſtified. 5 1 


By the ond part ter the Fug comprized in the 


ſecond clauſe of the Bill, your Lordſhips are re- 


quired to conſolidate all the powers and authorities 
enjoyed either by Directors or Proprietors, and tg 


transfer them to ſeven. perſons, nominated and ap- 


pointed by the Houſe of. Commons, and inveſted 
by a ſubſequent clauſe * with full power and au- 


$I: 6: FS TIO % RT I IITET OY 


« thority to remove, diſplace, ſuſpend, appoint, 
* confirm or reſtore all and every perſon or perſons 
Rb. vhatſoever from or to any office ſtation or capa- 


6 city whatſoever, civil or military, i in the ſervice of 
** the Company, or any way concerned i in the ma- 


4, eee oe their affairs, within this Kingdom or 
„ in India.“ 


* 


1 «#4 
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By theſe ee all the Soma 8 1 EL 
well commercial as others, are veſted abſolutely in 


perſons not appointed by, or aceountable to, or anůũ 
way connected with them; and five out of the ſeven, 
men wholly unexperienced in the complicated af- 
fairs of the Company. At the ſame time a new 
power is erected in the State, poſſeſſing the abſo- 
Jute uncontrouled dominion over an extenſive Em- 


pire, and armed with all the boundleſs Patronage 


belonging to it, Civil, MLSFYs and Commereial. 
both 


1 2 3 


High, a N and abroad, not Appaind; nor re- 
movable he roam, ee executive 5 OO in the 
State. 1 FS x 
The Sy 4 N Ur this new Sor of 
Government with reſpect to the immediate object 
2 of F it, and the poliey of adopting. it, from the 
e, effects which. it might. produce upon the Con- 
Ritution of this Country, your Lordſhips will feel 
to be queſtions which furniſh in themſelves matter 
5 of very ſerious conſideration, and which have no 
relation to, or dependence upon, any determination 
of the firſt queſt ion e the e eſtabliſh- 
; ment. ode 05 
Four Totlhips will Ae to b atsted not 
: ity that it is expedient and neceſſary that'/ome new 
plan thould be adopted, but likewiſe of the fitneſs 
and wiſdom and good policy of this plan in parti- 
"cular; and to hear i it diſtinftly and correctly ſhewn, 
by clear and pointed argument, how the evils. com- 
"plained of under the preſent ſyſtem, both in reſpect 4 
to the management of the Company's affairs, and 
the Conſtitution of this Couatry, will be removed 
by this, without the ſubſtitution of other evils equal 
If not greater than any now complained. of in their 
toom; and, that upon the whole, the plan here Propo- 
ſed is the beſt and moſt ad vantageous that can be 
I ret mne ow 550 TIO 1 ana 
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Thoſe who undertake to oppo the preſent Bill 
are bound therefore to ſatisfy your Lordſhips upon 
both theſe great points : they muſt be able to ſatisfy 
your Lordſhips in the firſt place, that the whole of 
the preſent eſtabliſhment of the Eaſt- India Company 
ought to be entirely aboliſhed in all its parts; and 
| ſecondly, that the new form of government which 
this Bill a g N ought e to be U in its 
room. | 

If your Lordſhips are not bebe to ſubſeribe : 
to both theſe propoſitions ; if your Lordſhips ſhould 
fee reaſon ro doubt upon both, or either of them, 
your Lordſnips cannot conſent to the paſſing this 
B into a law. 

FTheſe then, my Lords, are thee great ee 
non wich your Lordſhips are now to deliberate z 
and they. preſent themſelves to your Locdſhips con- 
ſideration in two diſtinct points of view. 


In one point of vie w, your Lordſhips are to con- 
ſider the meaſures propoſed by the Bill, as they 8 | 
ſpect the general intereſts of the Public at large. * 


In the other, as they reſpect the private intereſts 
of this great charter'd Corporation, and all the 
rights, privileges, and 1 immunities of the numerous 
members R | 5 

The point to which your Lorie are to advert, 
in Wee the meaſures under the firſt head, is 
Each forms a diſtinct, ſubſtantive, and ſeparate 
ground of argument, perfectly independent of, and 

. | unconnected 


tm) 


| HidonteRed Wich, the other, OM? each eee 


fore receive a ſeparate conſideration. n 
The policy or impolicy of the Bill has — ol to 


do with the queſtion upon the juſtice of it; nor will 


che juſtice or injuſtice of it in any reſpec̃t determine 
the queſtion of policy. Meaſures may eaſily be 
franied; which are wiſe in reſpect to the Public, and 


yet very unjuſt with reſpect to the individuals; or 
which, on the other hand, may be juſt towards the 


1 and n REAR impolicc in ny er to the 
P ublicſ. 3 ie Tx T 7 4 
But ay the Bill c can he ated to eee 


ſhips! gpprobation, it muſt be ſhewn to be right 
upon both grounds. It muſt contain meaſures not 


only warranted by ſound policy, but Wee con- 
ſonant to the principles of juſtice. F 

If it can be proved defective in either poist 0b 
view, if it be not juſt as well as politic, it muſt 


equally be condemned by your Lordſhips; for a de- 


fect in one reſpect cannot be cured or . 


for by its merits in another. 


Vour Lordſhips muſt therefore enquire into 1 


| points, and conſider the * e e in each 


dont 8 
My Lords, I i to your A Ws 
at are deciſive objections to the e 1 0 
poſed by this Bill in both points of vie. 
Laying afide for a moment the ele of | 


| what; various important objects of a public nature 
which are involved in the proviſions of this Bill, 


= 


/ 
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and the various objections to it upon thoſe grounds 
which, though the moſt important, are certainly | 
not the only ſubjects for conſideration, I wiſh in the 
firſt place to draw your Lordſhips?, attention to the 
clear and deciſive objections which lay to it, in that 
more confined point of view as affecting the private 
rights of individuals, in which, as Counſel at your : 
Lordſhips' Bar, Lam more, eee called. upon 
0 nn,, cs - 


The Bill in this ee bb view d is 
cried by different rules and- | principles, anc wil wa 
view to a different object. 5 


In examining the Bill in this reſpe&X, 1 mall con 
ſider it merely as it relates to individuals, and for 
the purpoſe of examining the rectitude of its provi- 
ſions merely upon the ground of juſtice to theth. 
My Lords, the ſacred rules of juſtice, and the ob- 
ligation to the obſeryance of N are dankee and 
univerſal.” FFP 

They are 05 ſame when ni to an act of the 
State as to the act of an individual, and they are 
equally binding in both caſes; with this only differ- 
ence, that the State, for the fake of the Public, has a 
power which no individual has over another, of ap- 
propriating the private rights of the ſubject to a 
public purpoſe, even witkout or againſt the con- 
ſent of the owner. But in ſuch caſes a fair and 
adequate compenſation i is always made to the indi- 
; vidual, the mode of aſcertaining which by this 
Houſe i is — to your Lordſhips i in every" day's 

DO FIR 
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by Adds e Lordſhips know the caution aiſed 
upon ſuch occaſions, and ho ſtrict an attention is 
always paid to every intereſt of the individuals, 
- which is not found to be e abſolutely” ee | 
with the Public object. bs 
There is only one other caſe in which the State i is 
| ju ified in taking away the private rights of a ſub- 
r that is, where they are taken away as a puniſh- 
ment for ſome crime, of which the ſubject has been 
legally convicted, and by which 85 ks 3 2g * 
curred a forfeiture of them. 5 
Theſe, my Lords, are the only two pombie caſes, 
in which che rights of a ſubject of this kingdom 
ever has been or ever can be, conſiſtently with juſ- 
tice, taken away by any power in it; and conſe- 
dbentiy every act which deprives a ſubject of his 
Private! rights without being warranted upon one 
or other of theſe grounds, whether it be the act of the 
State or the act of an individual, muſt be an act of 
A | 
Now, my Lords, the firſt of thoſe. RIC that 
of compenſation, has no conſiſtence in the preſent 
caſe, The Bill offers nothing of that kind either to 
the Corporation collectively, or to any individual 
Member of it. That ground therefore muſt encrety 
be laid out of the preſent queſtion. | 
The only points then which your Lordſhips have 
to conſider in determining the Jultice of this Bill 
are theſe : Do the meaſures which it propoſes take 
away any Private Rights Hot: a r of this 
Neben? * | 


e 


* 


in itſelf. kh 
What can have given ln to it, 1 ak at a 450 to 


fs 
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any ground to warrant: the taking them, as a puniſh! | 
ment for any crime, which the perſon from whom 


they are taken is proved to have committed, and a 
which he has juſtly incurred a forfeiture of them? 
With, reſpect to the firſt point, that many valuable 


and important Rights are taken away by this Bill 
from the Directors and Proprietors of the Zaſt India 


Company, either taken collectively or individually, 


I apprehend there can be nodoubt, when your Lord. 
ſhips conſider what are the private Rights of which 


are affected by the firſt Clauſe in this Bil. 
- £ very erroneous and fatal opinion in reſpect to 


the nature and extent of the Company's Rights | 


ſeems to have gone abroad. It has been imagined 


by ſore, that they are not in poſſeſſion, of any Rights 


which are-not publict juris, * S at the diſ- 
po of the Public. 9 1 = = 
No idea can be more ee in fact, or jun 


8 
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conceive, unleſs. it be from the claim which has been 
made by the Public to a participation in their ters. 
ritorial poſſeſſions; a claim, however, which has never 


yet been decided, and which, if admitted to exiſt in 


its greateſt extent, would go a very little way in ſup- 


porting. the Public's claim to all the Company's S. 


poſſeſſions. and rights. It would apply only to the par- 


ticular poſſeſſions which are the ſubjectof claim, and 
not even to them till after the expiration of the Act of 


e hy, 
te : 


ett = 1781, 


54 
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2231, which has 5 to the 8 a term in 


them of eight years longer, and the e ma- 
nagement of them during chat period. 


Ihe right of ſharing in, and of ſolely managing. 
theſe polleſſions, the Company, therefore, at all 
events poſſeſs during the above period. In re- 


ſpect to all their other extenſive and valuable poſ- 


ſeſſions and rights; their property real and perſonal, 
ehe former amount ing to above a million a year, 


excluſive of the territories claimed by the Publie; 
their great commercial and other concerns; their 


various corporate rights, franchiſes and immunities, 
_ the particulars of which have been diſtinctly enu- 


3; . merated i in the evidence, and which I need not re- 


peat, derived. under their numerous Charters; with 
reſpect to all theſe, the Corporation of the Ea. 


_ india Company ſtands ẽxactly upon the fame foot- 
ing, and entitled to the fame nere as ow" prone 8 
; pojapon in the kingdom. 


Their property is as much to every passe Gir 


72 as the property of any one of your N og : 
or of any ſubject in the Kingdom.) 5 


The Directors, my Lords, in en br be 


various rights and franchiſes which they hold in 
common witk the other Members of this Corpora- 
tion, have alſo many peculiar to themſelves ; they 
"arc in poſſeſſion of valuable and honourable offices, 


to which they have been duly elected, and in which 


7 they have, by law, a permanent intereſt for four 
years, with all the honors, emoloment, patronage, 
; an * OA to — 15 


The 
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: The title under- which all theſe rights are held, 
is one of the higheſt and moſt ſacred known in the 
Conſtitution that title, upon which not only the 
ſecurity of all private rights of every denomination, 
and belonging to all defcriptions of perſons in the 
Kingdom, but likewiſe all public credit, the n 
8 and integrity of the nation depend. 
| ' My Lords, their rights are held by mote 0 
=” twenty charters, confirmed by Parliament, purchaſed 
for valuable conſiderations, and enjoyed for near 
two centuries, It muſt, Tapprehend, therefore, ap- 
pear clearly to your Lordſhips, that the Members 
of chis Corporation i in general, and the Directors in 
particular, are in the poſſeſſion. of many valuable 
15 rights perfectly diſtinct and ſeparate from thoſe of 
the Elis and ſecured to them "IF the mol facred 


N title. 5 

15 there then any rfl ing! or violation of r 
of theſe rights propoſed by this Bill? a 
My Lords, without deſcending 1 into the derail, I 
- will: only beg of your Lordſhips to read the firſt 


_ clauſes of this Bill, and apply them to the different 


rights which appear to be at preſent enjoyed by the 
Directors and Proprietors of this great Company, 
to perceive that they are all, with very few excep- 


7 tions indeed, entirely ſwept away and annihilated. 


It is a very flimſy palliation, that the property of 
this Company is to be held in truſt for them. 
My Lords, is not the management and contro] 


i oycr property as much a right inſeparably annexed 
| K 2 gy e 


* 


\ 
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ta, and an eſſential right of property, as the uſe Wi t? 
And how is it material to a queſtion reſpecting all 
the Company's Rights to ſay, that a 1 one 15 
not taken away with the reſt : | 
Lapprehend that I have faficiently den Ee hs 
Bill under conſideration. does rake away from uy 
Subjects of this Kingdom their private Rights. 
And, my Lords, undoubtedly in this view of the 
Bill, and with reſpect to thoſe individuals, it is a 
Bill of a highly penal. nature. The meaſures it Pro- : 
Hoſes are a ſentence of grievous and ſevere, puniſh- 
ment. For what is puniſhment! ? Dipoſſeſſion of 
pas Rights, whatever be their denomination. | - oy 
Wpatever title, therefore, the Bill may aſſume. 


* however it. may be conſidered with reſpe& to PE. 


the Public; with reſpect. to the Directors and Pro- 
prietors of the India Company, it is a Bill of Pains 
.and-Penalcies, and, muſt as ſuch be conſidered and 
determined by your Lardſhips. 5 
Upon what ground then are your Lordſhips called 
* — to inflict this puniſhment upon theſe indivi- 
duals? and how is the reality and extent of that 
. guilc whi ch is to be the meaſure of yo ur Tug 
Iulemens aſcertained : ? EY 
Can your Lordſhips colleQively, or in your 
legiflative capacity, more than in your private or 
Judicial capacity, paſs. a ſentence of puniſhment, 
without examining into the grounds of it? 
Moſt there not be a regular charge of ſome ſpe- 
* cit act of delinquency clearly e to which the 


. proſecutor may be held to Proof, and the accuſed 
know 


„ 49 1 


know how to > wake. his defence, ad! the: Judged 
decide upon it? Muſt not evidence be adduced in 


ſupport of it? mut it not be. uh as amounts to 


* pF F 


: e „ 7 4 12 , TT. Fa: 
- Muſt not ral theſe e the aufden of nike 


ment, or can it in any caſe be juſtly infficted on 4 
ſubject of this country? Have all theſe ſteps been 


purſued in this caſè againſt the Directors or Pro. 


prietors of the Zeſt: India Company? Has any one 
of them ? Is there any conviction of guilt to warrant 


ſuch a judgment? Is there conviction of any guilt 
at all ? Is there any evidence? Is there any charge ? 
Look at the preamble of the Bill, which is the 


een againſt them, and the only inti mation of 


the charges of which they are accuſed + » : 


„Whereas diforders of an ane de <a | 
11 e e have long prevailed, and do ſtill con- 
tinue and increaſe, in the management of the 


15 territorial poſſeſſions, the revenues, and the gem: 
“ merce, of this Kingdom in the- aſi Indies; by 


05 means whereof the proſperity of the natives bath, 
ee been, greatly diminiſhed, and the valuable intereſts : 


00 of this nation in the Taid territorial poſſeſſions, 


revenues, and commerce, have been materially | 


64 impaired ; ; and would probably fall into utter 


40 ruin, If x an immediate and em remedy were not 


provided ' 
Would your Lordihips 5 endes for a a mo 


ment in any other place ſuch a charge "Th 


3 not a general indefinite charge the ſame as none? > 


Why? Becauſe neither the Proſecutor ran Be Bel 


9 proch, nor the accuſed know how to defend him- 


3 ea 2 —— —— 
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; ae. the Judge what hs is to coulder or 10 
| niſh- * * — 3 is 
Do not all 0 Safes _ bows ns am 
I., on the part of the Directors, to know what is the 
accuſation ?— Be they. ever ſo innocent, is it poſſible 


to prove the negative of ſo looſe. and indefinite a 
charge 7 I conceive therefore that I am warranted 
in ſaying there is no charge againſt them at all. 


What is the relevancy of the facts alluded to in 
cis preamble ?—We have heard much declamation 


about miſconduct in Fudia, Let each fact be pro- 
perly examined and traced; fee whether the diſorder | 


bo ſuch as is the inevitable conſequence of unfore- 
ſeen events in an extenſive Government carried 


on for a number of years: if not, whether it is 


Owing to wilful miſconduct, or thoſe errors which 
no human Government is free from. If wilful 
miſconduct, whether it be the criminality of in- 
dividuals only, who ſhould alone be accuſed and 
puniſhed, or of the Government; and if of the 
$ Government, whether it be not ſolely. the acts 
of the Government abroad, not of the Directors 85 
at home. 5 8 


It is declamation, not argument, to talk of any 


1 facts upon a charge againſt the Directors which are 
not brought home: to them. It is perfectly indiffe.. 
"rent to the queſtion of their guilt, whether abuſes i in 

India prevail, in which they are no way concerned - 
Have they committed any rapine, plunder, maſſa- 
_ Cres, or any of the other favourite ſubjects of popu- 
"Wielamoun? My Leda, PE. integ cri and humanity 


N 
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of the Directors ſtand perfectly unimpeached.— 
This Bill affords the ſtrongeſt teſtimony in theit 
favour. Your Lordſhips will perceive, that the 
ſubordinate ſtations are filled up with nine of the 
preſent Directors ; they therefore are not diſqualified 
from any breach of integrity or want of ability. 
Even i in the higher department, where, for the con- 
ſolidation of powers, the truſt is of a higher and 
more arduous nature, two have been ſelected from 
among this body; two, no ways diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt either in point of integrity or capacity. 
1 mean no imputation on either of them; I am only 
arguing from their declared fitneſs for this exalted 
ſtation, to that of the reſt of their brethren to act in 
their preſent more limited FF 
l aſſume therefore from hence, from the defect boch 
of evidence and charge in reſpect to the Directors, 
that no guilt can be proved againſt them. From the 
very Bill itſelf 1 infer, that the direct contrary: is 
| confeſſed by thoſe, who propoſe to deprive: them 
of their rights ind offices. F his, my Lords, is 
_ amply confirmed by our evidence. We have given 
your Lordſhips ample proof of general good con- 
duct, the only He which we are at n o 
adduce. ail . 
The hiſtory of out di and; our mib 
and commerce, the aſſiſtance we have given to the 
Public, the preſent ſtate of our ſettlements, the 
general poſture of affairs, the great exertions we 
have made, and the ſtate of our finances, properly 
conſidered, "ew" a 4. N attention t gd and 
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godd management and chat the ng Ala ne 
pany” have merits towards the State, which Juſtly 


entitle them to the 2 at nn 1 not En e | 


| titude of tt We 6. tl 

| E ee no 5 of wah gab 5 Bases 
tors before your Lordſhips; there is none exiſting 

in Point of fact; and the very contrary is acknow- 

ledged by this very Bill; and + nds 65 all Fre * 

| Hack which has been adduced. 


Standing therefore in this light of i innocent men 
5 and meritorious before your Lordfhips, have not 
the Directors juſt reaſon to complain of this Bill as 
an act of the groſſeſt injuſtice, which propoſes to 
inflict ſuch ſevere puniſhments, not only on them 


ſelves, but likewiſe, o on * account. on the ace 
Company? | 


-. T. have. now, my Lords, gone chrough the confi- 1 


Abies of the Bill upon this view of it, as. it re- 


ſpects the rights of individuals, and 1 truſt made b 


out to your Lordſhips“ ſatis faction the propoſition 
; which I undertook to prove. And. here, my Lords, 
wy province ends, and here I may ſafely reſt. 
There is no occaſion to enquire any farther. Hav- 
ing proved the Bill to want its firſt and beſt cha- 
racter, that of juſtice, it is immaterial what other 
| characters i it may deſerve in other reſpects, 55 
Ik chis part of the Bill be in this view of it con- 
demned, the Bill muſt. be rejected in toto. 
mien meaſure, ſo unjuſt in icſelf,, ſo alarming 


| and Os in its conſequences, ſo Pernicious as 
à pre: 


" £5 #83” 5 
Greats ſo fatal to the ſecurity of all private 
rights of every denomination, no conſiderations of 


policy, if Was be 3 to de ever nn WO . | 
| juſtify. © 13 4 3 * I 


But as Spelle is made a e peed in. 


argument for this injurious treatment of the India 


Company; your Lordſhips will, I hope, Parat, 


me to make a few obſervations upon that point. 


Proteſting, therefore, - againſt any neceſſity to, 
enter into this diſcuſſion, inaſmuch. as no poſſible 
reſult of the examination could warrant this, Bill, 
I would yet be content to reſt the fate of the Bill 
upon this point alone, the queſtion of policy; that 
is, upon the comparative excellence of the preſent | 
form of Government, with the one nov propoſed 
to be created, in every poſſible view of i it ; as it may 
reſpect the particular ſubjects of it, or as it may 
affect the Conſtitution of this Country, and which, 
upon the whole, is beſt adapted to the management 


of all the concerns of the Company political and 


commercial, with the leaſt probability of defects, 
evils and corruptions; which upon the whole is 
likely to produce the moſt good and the leaſt evil 


to this Country, and the Conſtitution of it. 


I conceive there is no compariſan between the two: 
That in the new ſyſtem, all the evils that have 
ever been complained of in the preſent will ſubſ ſt 
in as great, if not a greater degree, though perhaps 
in a different ſhape;—and that many new... evils | 
will be added which do not exiſt under the preſent 
eftabliſhment,” Much has beęm fad about the aby 
ä ſurdity 


— - — 
* 


this country. 
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ib of entruſting all theſe grear concerns, to a &t. 
o men, conſtituted and elected as the Directors are. 
But it ſnould be remembered always, In conſider- 


og any form of Goyernment for the management 


Ko the Company s affairs, that this is a. great com- 

mercial Corporation, extended indeed very wide, — 
pollelhng factories and ſettlements .of great extent ; . | | 
but the main object and plan of the whole is ſtill com- 
merce. The revenues are the ſources to feed ts 
and they can be realized in no other way. The 
forts and armies are for the purpoſe of protecting 5 


it. All their eſtabliſhment is adapted to this ob- 


ject; all Wir fervants, ml Dn are of this de- 


ſeription. | 
„The form, 5 Goverment. at 3 ; a mixture | 


of popular principles, well ſuited to the ſpirit and 
freedom of a great commercial, Corporation. Un. 


dier this form it has in fact flouriſhed, and riſen 


up to its preſent ſize. Commerce i is therefore the 
principal object in this eftabliſhment ; and on 
that account the moſt to be attended to. Com- 
merce is alſo the principal ſource of advantage to 
Hence flow all cuſtoms and duties, 


which have amounted, upon an average of fifteen years 
up to the year 1781, to about 1, 300, oool. per annum. 


Hence are the fleets of this country ſupplied with 


ſeamen, the navigation of the Company's ſhips 
giving labour to 7000 men; and hence, likewiſe, 
is the induſtry of the manufacturers of this country 
Promoted and encouraged, by an export of manu- 


"Move by the 9 n an n for the 
| laſt 


r 8 1 

lat 1 5 years of upwards of 500,0007.' 
merce therefore on all theſe accounts is the moſt 
valuable object. The revenues and territories abroad 
are a very ſecondary and inferior confideration, nor 
would it prove any conſolation to e them well 
managed, and the commerce ruined. 57 OA 

Conſidering then theſe to be concerns 850f. a dalle 
nature, but of which the commercial are the 
principal; are they likely, ſpeaking generally and 
without any reference to particular charters, now 
employed under one ſyſtem or the other, to be beſt 
governed if wholly committed to the abſolute con- 
trol of Seven Sateſmen appointed by the Miniſter, 
unconnected with the Company, unacquainted with 
their intereſts and politics, not reſponſible to them, 
or, in the ordinary courſe of their eſtabliſhment, liable 
to any other control or ſuperintendence whatever 3 
or as at preſent managed by twenty-four men, 
partly commercial, partly of local experience, 
choſen dy the free Voice n the wise e are 


= 24 


to them for all their TIS ? 
Is the Minifter likely ro employ his right of no- 
mination in future with a ſtricter and more diſinte- 
reſted attention to merit, with leſs regard to private 
favor, and partial Ven ! _u AF Eris Pro- 
prietors * 
Is there a probability * finding ang cho 
higher ranks of men, more punctuality, more at- 


tention to buſineſs, more ee more ae 
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more general ability FU the whole of Melee concerns, 
chan amongſt choſe who are uſually ſleted'? 
If Merchants are unequal to the Pede con- 
cer ns (which eee is by no means juſtified by 
experience, and in no reſpect true in the preſent 
inſtance, Where the orders of the Directors are ad- 
| mitted. to have been a perfect ſyſtem of Ethics, Pa- 
licy, and good Government), will not the Statefmen 
be found much more unequal to the commercial 
branches of buſineſs, over which they are propoſed 

to have the entire control, the Aſſiſtant Directors 
being only to execute their orders as Clerks? 8 
Who is to inſtruct them in the rudiments of the | 
various branches of | buſineſs, perfectly new to, 
them Who will teach them their Arithmetic of 
Commerce And when is it, raw and ignorant as | 
they mult. be at firſt, that they are to have acquired. | 
a ſufficient ſtock of knowledge and experience to 
render them equal to this general control over all 
the. multifatious and complicated concerns of this. 
great commercial Conn both at. home and 
abroad ? | 
My Lords, the nb of the ia has | 
bins much complained of; but it, may fairly be 
queſtioned, Whether, upon the whole, it be not 
Praduc: ive of more good than evil. 5 
It contributes much to ſecure the executive | 80. 
vernment from all intrigue, cabal and corruption, 
the evils moſt to be apprehended in the government 
of India, and to which this new ſectet ariſtocracy 
- w undoubtedly be —_— | 
* 


* 
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It is peculiarly calculated to promote that "ſpirit 


And confidence which are the life of Commerce. 


By excluding the adventurers in this Commerce 
from all ſhare in the management or control or 
even knowledge of it, and by committing it wholly 
to the control of ſeven men not amenable to, nor 
elected by them; all that ſpirit and confidence muſt 
be effectualh deadened and annihilated; the whole 
vigour of Commerce will be extinguiſhed. Who 


will adventure in a hazardous Commerce upon ſuch 


terms? Would any Merchant in the City of Lon- 
don riſque his property on ſuch conditions? The 
new ſy ſtem is therefore totally repugnant. to all the 
principles upon which the proſperity and vigour of 
Commerce depend. Whatever advantages it may 
produce in the political branch, the Commereę muſt 
inevitably be ruined by it, as well by the inability 
aud indifference of thoſe; who are to have the chief 
control, as from the arbitrary and Pann, Princk 
ples upon which it is built. 24 | 

The: ſervants of the Company have ins «coulah 
of indulging too much a ſpirit of pat and am- 
bition, to the neglect of their commerce. 

In ſome inſtances this may have been a 3 
:bki under a commercial eſtabliſhment, where com. 


merce is the principal object, and the general inte- 


reſt; where all the men are of a commercialdeſerip- 


tion, and all embarked in the ſame common con- 


cern; this can never be a permanent evil, eſpecially 


as ae affairs of the eee are now ſo well 
knoun 


1 


Hikes and ſettled ; nor indeed has it ever been the 
diem of the Directors. The beſt ſecurity againſt 
being ſo, is their intereſt, their pacific; habits of 


A commerce. 


3 3 commercial ſyſtem, it is not likely to be 
* much remedied by the new ſyſtem, where Stateſ- 


men are to have the lead, unacquainted with and 


| | unintereſted in the commercial concerns. Can it 
be ſuppoſed that men of this deſcription, and thoſe 


all the departments abroad, will be more favourable 
do commerce, and more averſe from politics, and all 


ral conſequences, than the perſons now employed at 


"OE and abroad ? 
Another ſubject of complainr 1 * he means 


_ amongſt the Proprietors at home, their Maſters, by 


8 gratifying the avarice of the Stockholder. 
Such a practice cannot be permanent with ſuc- 
ot; to the ſuppoſed object. Injuſtice, rapine, 


8 he advantages cannot be laſting. On the contrary, 
-the proſperity or decline of the Company, and 
conſequently the riſe or fall of ſtock, mult in ge- 
neral be the-conſequence of good or bad govern- 


life, their ln to "_ een of regular 


But Sande i chi” a hue: prevailed. adn; the | 


ol a fimilar turn whom they will of courſe put into 


the intrigues and commotions which are the natu- 


us by the Servants abroad .to court a popularity | 


aceumulating wealth unjuſtly, for the Purpoſe of 


and plunder, may produce temporary wealth, but 


eee * rel muſt be ſoon felt, and 


con- 


\f 


\ 
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teddy the reputation and popularity of he 
Servant abroad, or his diſgrace, mu depend on his 


good or bad government abroad. 

The intereſt of the Stockholders, of th Cond 
pany in general, and of the Public, are all one and 
the ſame, and never can be long ſeparated, eſpe- 
cially now that the affairs abroad are ſo well under- 
ſtood. The riſe and fall of ſtock is a good general 
barometer to determine the merits of the principal 


ſervants abroad; and the intereſt of the Stockholder 
is a good general ſecurity for his an; that ns | 


the Company and of the Public. 
But if the principle of this objection, wiz. that 


the ſervant 2broad will conſult the Private intereſt 


of his maſters at home, for his own fake, be ap- 
plied to the new ſyſtem, what muſt be 158 N 
of it? 


What will be the private intereſts * cheſk/) new 
maſters, and how muſt the ſervant abroad conſult 
them ? They are to have no private intereſt in com- 


mon with that of the Company or the Public. Their 


private intereſt therefore mult be the advancemer.t 


of their relations and friends abroad, or the promo- 
tion of political views at home, if there are no 


worſe intereſts conſulted. The ſervant abroad muſt 


therefore recommend himſelf by advancing ſuch - 


relations and friends at the expence perhaps of 


merit and the regular fervice, and by favouring the 
political or. other views of his maſters at home, 


| The intereſt of the N or of the Public has 
| little 


| 
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little chance of ever coinciding! with theſe private 


intereſts.” In general, it will be ſacrificed to them. 


I forbear, my Lords, to notice many other topics 


upon this head of policy, which do not immediate- 
ly affect the private intereſt of the Company, and 

which are more F 25 e nt ca conſi- 

Aeratiop. e r 


I truſt, that Get = bete which” I Sk | 
len the liberty of ſubmitting to your Lordſhips 
in this point of view, will be ſufficient toſhew, that 
the proviſions of this Bill are equally condemned by 
306 principles of Policy, as INT were vekare thewn p 
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2 following TRIALS; which are W oubliflied f from Mr. 
Gvuzxer's Short-Hand Notes, may be Bad of M. Guaxzr, 4: 


- Bookſeller, No. 128, Holborn, 


1 Trial of Joan. HorNE, 'Efq. "upon ar an ee filed 


ex officia by his Majeſty's Attorney-General, for a Libel; 
"before the Earl of Mansfield, at Guildhall, July 7, 1777, 38. 6d. 
2. The Trial-of Lord GEOROE Gondor; for High Treaſon. 
3. The tial ef the Hon. Lieutenant-General James Murray, 


| lite e Governor of e at a Court- Martial held at the Horſe- 5 
= Gus rds, 38. 6d. | Ws 


. The Trial of the Hon. Major Henzy FirzroY OP HAR 


| for his Conduct at Tobago; at a Court- Martial held at the Hor le 


Guards, in June, 1783. 38. 6d. 
g. The Trial of Lieutenant Bounnt; on the proſecution of sir 


James WALLACE; containing the Evidence, and the Arguments of 


the Counſel; viz. Mr. Bearcroft, Mr. Silveſter, Mr. Law, and Mr. 
Adam, for the Proſecution 5 ; Mr. Erſkine, and Mr. Macnally for the, 
Defendant. 4 - = 


=. 6. The Proceedings in the Cauſe the King againſt the DEAN of, 


Sr. A$aPH, at the Great Aſſize at Wrexbam, on the 1ſt of Sept. 
18 3 containing tbe Arguments of the Hon, Mr. Erſkine, & Mr. 


Corbet, for the Dean; and Mr. Leiceſter, Mr. Bower, and Mr. 


Munley, for the Proſecution ; with the Speeches of the Chief 
Juſtice and Mr. Juſtice Barrington. Folio. Price rs: d. 
Mr. GURNEY*s New Syſtem of SHORT HAND. Dedicated, 
with Permiſſion, to the King, Price Half a Guinea. 
* This Book is a ſufficient Inſtructor of itſelf 5 but if any Diff. 
eulte ſhould occur to the Purchaſer, they ſhall be removed, upon 
Application to the Author, without way. pen wa Expence- : 
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